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About Pillars 
 Pillars is a serious get-together for Christians who are committed to applying 
what we believe about God to everyday life within the context of the church.  
 A pillar, or column, is defined as, “an upright shaft or structure, of stone, brick, or 
other material, relatively slender in proportion to its height, and of any shape in section, 
used as a building support, or standing alone, as for a monument.” We have taken the 
pillar as a symbol of what we would like to do. It is our desire that this get-together will 
provide a forum where we can learn, interact, and encourage one another about the 
pressing needs of our culture and our churches in light of the Christian faith.  
 Pillars is for everyone. While we welcome ministers, deacons, and other church 
leaders, we invite laymen and laywomen to join with us as well. We are each integral to 
the body of Christ, we each must take our faith seriously, and we are each called to be 
salt and light to the world in which we live. It is our hope that Pillars will enable its 
participants to do just that. 

Pillars is sponsored by the Christian Education Division of the Arkansas Association of 
Free Will Baptists. To learn more about the division and their programs, visit 

arfwb.org/christian-education. 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Study Guides



Lesson One 
Counting the Cost 

key verse 
But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes from the mouth of God.’” —Matthew 4:4 

opening discussion 
How successful is the church at proclaiming the entirety of the gospel message? 

• Only 58% of Americans believe the Bible to be the actual or inspired word of God.  1

• 76% of American churchgoers cannot define the Great Commission, and half have 
never even heard of it.  2

How important is it that Christians declare all of God’s word? 

What are the dangers of not declaring the whole counsel of God? 
• Today, we’re going to look at a few of those dangers. 

diving in 
1. The dangers are existential. 

• God’s word reveals to us who he is and who we are in light of him. 
• As our creator, God defines these terms, and it is our duty to understand and 

embrace them. 
• God doesn’t need us to declare his entire word in order for his will to be done, but 

we need to declare his entire word in order to live in accordance to his will. 

2. The dangers are foundational. 
• God’s will is revealed to us through his word, and when we miss out on part of his 

word, we miss out on part of his will. 
• The fulness of the Gospel message is that sin deserves judgement, judgement is 

withheld by mercy, and forgiveness is supplied by God’s grace. To declare any of 
these without the other is a dishonest representation of God’s inspired revelation. 

•  The Christian is only prepared for life and eternity when he is submissive to the 
entirety of the Scriptures. 

3. The danger is to our justification. 
• To know the truth of the gospel and not declare it is a sin. We cannot be silent. 
• Imagine a cliff: People are marching to their doom as they happily and obliviously 

walk off the edge. To call out the danger is to be justified should they choose to 
ignore it, but to be silent observers is to be equally guilty of their death. 

 Barna Group, “State of the Bible 2017: Top Findings,” https://www.barna.com/research/state-1

bible-2017-top-findings/
 Barna Group, “51% of Churchgoers Don’t Know of the Great Commission,” https://www.barna.com/2

research/half-churchgoers-not-heard-great-commission/
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4. The danger is to our obligation. 
• Christ in his authority gave us the great commission. When we ignore it, we are 

usurping his authority. 
• The church is currently failing at the obligation given to it by Jesus. May it not be 

so with us. 

5. The danger is spiritual immaturity. 
• New Christians need spiritual milk for a time, but eventually, we need spiritual 

meet. 
• Scripture is inherently theological (because “theology” literally means, “the study 

of God”). If we want to mature in our faith, we must not be afraid to dig deep. 

6. The danger is to future generations. 
• Young people today face a plethora of worldviews that are antithetical to the 

Christian life. 
• It is our responsibility to pass on the faith that has been shared with us. 

going forward 
Why do we struggle to declare the entirety of God’s word to the world? 

What steps can we take to ensure that we are being faithful to share the whole counsel of 
God? 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Lesson One 
Counting the Cost 

key verse 
But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes from the mouth of God.’” —Matthew 4:4 

diving in 
1. The dangers are _______________. 

2. The dangers are _______________. 

3. The danger is to our _______________. 

4. The danger is to our _______________. 

5. The danger is _______________. 

6. The danger is to _______________. 

going forward 
Why do we struggle to declare the entirety of God’s word to the world? 

What steps can we take to ensure that we are being faithful to share the whole counsel of 
God? 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Lesson Two 
Accepting the Invitation 

key verse 
“All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be 
proficient, equipped for every good work.” —2 Timothy 3:16-17 

opening discussion 
Where does our theology come from? 

• A helpful tool for understanding the sources of our theology is the Wesleyan 
quadrilateral. 

• scripture 
• tradition 
• reason 
• experience 

What is our primary source for our understanding of God? 
• Our ultimate source is the person of Jesus Christ. 
• Practically, we use scripture to learn about Jesus and the things he taught. 

What do we mean when we say that scripture is inspired? 
• Scripture somehow comes from God. 
• Today, we’re going to talk about what inspiration is and what it means for us. 

diving in 
1. God inspired the message. 

• The Bible is God’s word to his people. 
• Through scripture, God revealed to the world what he wants us to know about 

himself, the world, and our place in it. 
• The message of scripture is God’s message to the world. 

2. God inspired the authors. 
• God did not write the Bible in the literal sense, nor did it descend from heaven in 

its completed form. 
• Rather, he worked through godly individuals such as prophets, scribes, poets, 

preachers, and others throughout the centuries to share his word to his people. 
• The biblical authors were godly individuals who were moved by God to share his 

message to his people in their time. 
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3. God inspired the collectors, copiers, and translators. 
• The books of the Bible were written individually and were collected in the biblical 

canon we have today a couple hundred years after Jesus’ earthly life. 
• God’s inspiration did not end with the biblical authors. God continued to inspire 

and work through his people to bring about the collection we know today as the 
Bible. 

• Today, God continues to work through translators who ensure God’s word is 
available to every people group. For these new translations to be considered 
inspired, we must recognize that God inspires the translators as well. 

4. God inspires faithful readers. 
• We all know how easily God’s word can be misinterpreted and how dangerous the 

results can be. 
• That’s why we need the Holy Spirit to work in us even as we read God’s word. 

When we live in union with God’s Spirit, he inspires us to accurately understand 
and apply his word. 

• This inspiration also comes through community. God intends for us to do the work 
of theology within the context of the church so that we can work together to 
understand what God has to say to his people today. 

5. God inspires faithful sharers. 
• For centuries, God’s word was experienced primarily not through reading, but 

through hearing. Only scribes and other religious leaders had access to biblical 
manuscripts, and most common people couldn’t read anyway. 

• Scripture is meant to be studied and understood, but it’s also meant to be shared. 
Every time a sermon is faithfully preached or a biblical truth is shared in love, God 
is present and involved. 

• The Holy Spirit inspires each of us in our everyday lives to share God’s word with 
others, and when we choose to answer that call, we are participating in the same 
inspiration that fueled the writing of scripture all those years ago. 

going forward 
How does this view of scriptural inspiration change the way we see our role in sharing 
God’s word? 

How can we be faithful to accept God’s invitation to take part in the inspired reading 
and sharing of his word today? 

• !  •8



Lesson Two 
Accepting the Invitation 

key verse 
“All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be 
proficient, equipped for every good work.” —2 Timothy 3:16-17 

diving in 
1. God inspired _______________. 

2. God inspired _______________. 

3. God inspired _______________. 

4. God inspires _______________ _______________. 

5. God inspires _______________ _______________. 

going forward 
How does this view of scriptural inspiration change the way we see our role in sharing 
God’s word? 

How can we be faithful to accept God’s invitation to take part in the inspired reading 
and sharing of his word today? 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Lesson Three 
Preparing to Declare 

key verse 
“For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. Take heed therefore 
unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 
 —Acts 20:27 

opening discussion 
What strategies do you use to makes sure you’re engaging with the whole Bible on a 
regular basis? 

When faced with a passage that you find challenging or not easily understood, what do 
you do? 

How do you make sure you’re consistently sharing the entire gospel message with those 
you’re ministering to? 

diving in 
1. Know your people. 

• demographic makeup, cultural climate, spiritual needs, and more 
• What works with one church or group may not work with another. 
• Just as Paul held the Philippians in his hear (Philippians 1:7), we are to hold our 

people dear through intimate knowledge of who they are and what is happening in 
their lives. 

2. Pray for your people specifically. 
• Once we get to know them, we’ll know how to pray for them. 
• Consistent, specific prayer deepens our relationship with our people and deepens 

our understanding of them. 
• We should even pray for those we don’t know well. It may lead to a closer 

relationship and better understanding. 

3. Seek focus. 
• In order to minister well, we must understand what our people need. 
• Just as God in his love gives us what we need, we are called as leaders to provide 

what our people need spiritually. 
• Our intent is to mature people in their walks with Christ. 

4. Understand the importance of context. 
• Who wrote the book that I’m studying? 

• Understanding the situation of the inspired biblical authors helps us better 
grasp where they were coming from. 

• example: David writing Psalm 51 after sinning against God 
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• Who was the book written to? 
• The Bible was written for us, but it was not written to us. We need to do our 

homework to understand what specific circumstances the books were 
originally addressing. 

• example: Hebrews being written to early persecuted Christians 
• What do the verse above and below say? 

• When we fail to read the surrounding passages, we risk taking a verse out of 
context and misinterpreting it. 

• example: Philippians 4:13 makes a lot more sense when it’s read in light of 
Philippians 4:11-12. 

• What does the Bible consistently say? 
• When a principle taught in a verse raises a question for you, often finding that 

doctrine or principle taught elsewhere in scripture will confirm or dismiss it. 
• example: The seemingly extreme doctrine of forgiveness in Matthew 6:12 is 

confirmed in the Lord’s prayer, Matthew 18:21-35, and other passages of 
scripture. 

5. Rely on the Holy Spirit. 
• We can’t faithfully share God’s word without the help of the Holy Spirit. 
• We can’t assume that just because we show up, the Holy Spirit will as well. But, we 

can trust that when we faithfully prepare and seek his guidance, God will be 
glorified, and the church will be edified. 

• Following the Holy Spirit’s guidance in sharing his word can be scary, but if we do 
so, God can use us to do great things for him. 

going forward 
Of these five principles, which do you think is the most lacking in our current church 
climate? Which do we need to focus on the most right now? 

What are some resources you use or can use to best understand the context of the 
scriptures you study? 

• For a list of suggestions, see the “Helpful Resources” section at the end of paper 
three. 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Lesson Three 
Preparing to Declare 

key verse 
“For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. Take heed therefore 
unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 
 —Acts 20:27 

diving in 
1. _______________ your people. 

2. _______________ for your people specifically. 

3. Seek _______________. 

4. Understand the importance of _______________. 
• _______________________________________? 
• _______________________________________? 
• _______________________________________? 
• _______________________________________? 

5. Rely on the _______________ _______________. 

going forward 
Of these five principles, which do you think is the most lacking in our current church 
climate? Which do we need to focus on the most right now? 

What are some resources you use or can use to best understand the context of the 
scriptures you study? 

• !  •12



Lesson Four 
Putting It in Practice 

key verse 
“For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good 
word of God, and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them 
again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put 
him to an open shame.” —Hebrews 6:4-6 

opening discussion 
What have you been taught about the meaning of this passage? 

What does it mean to you? 

What alternative interpretations have you heard before? 

What tools that we’ve already learned about can we use to help us understand this 
difficult passage? 

diving in 
1. Context is key. 

• The book of Hebrews is written to a group of Jewish Christians dealing with 
temptation to revert back to their old faith. 

• The letter's chief purpose is to demonstrate that Christ, the New Testament truth, 
and the Christian faith stand far above and beyond anything found in the Old 
Testament or expressed in the Jewish religion. The writer shows that Christianity 
was introduced by someone higher than the angels or than Moses.  

2. three possible interpretations 
• The author is writing to people who were genuine followers of Christ and fell away. 
• The author is presenting a hypothetical warning. 
• The author is writing to those who have tasted salvation but not fully accepted it. 

3. Perseverance and eternal security go hand-in-hand. 
• In Scripture, believers are warned and encouraged to persevere in their faith, 

trusting that they are “kept by the power of God” (1 Peter 1:5). 
• Salvation is both present and future. 
• John 10:28 teaches that believers cannot be snatched out of God’s hand by any 

person, and this is true, but it does not contradict the possibility of apostasy. 
• The born-again individual who perseveres to the end is eternally secure. 
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4. To taste is to experience. 
• Sometimes, word studies are necessary for understanding a particular passage of 

scripture. In this verse, the word “taste” is contested. It could mean “to 
experience” or “to sample but consume.” 

• Bible dictionaries consistently use the latter definition. 
• It is also worthwhile to look at other instances of this word being used by the same 

author. In Hebrews, 2:9, the author uses the same word in reference to Jesus 
tasting death. In this case, the author means that Jesus experienced death, so it 
makes sense that they would use the word in the same way in chapter 6. 

5. conclusion: This passage is talking about born-again believers. 
• context: written to Jewish Christians 
• scripture: supported by other passages of scripture and the Bible as a whole (2 

Peter 1:10, 2 Chronicles 15:2, John 15:1-6, and many others) 
• logic: definition of “taste,” consistency of perseverance and eternal security, in line 

with Pauline theology 
• In order for a person to be saved, they must persevere in their faith and die in 

Christ. 

going forward 
What did you learn from this exercise about interpreting and understanding difficult 
passages? 

Did anything about your understanding of this passage change as a result of this lesson? 

Do you feel like you can better share the truth of this scripture now that you’ve worked 
through it? 

How could you use these same strategies to better understand and share other 
scriptures? How could these strategies help you better share the entirety of God’s word? 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Lesson Four 
Putting It in Practice 

key verse 
“For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good 
word of God, and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them 
again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put 
him to an open shame.” —Hebrews 6:4-6 

diving in 
1.  _______________ is key. 

2. three possible interpretations 
• The author is writing to people who were genuine followers of Christ and  

_______________  _______________. 
• The author is presenting a  _______________ warning. 
• The author is writing to those who have tasted salvation but not fully  

_______________ it. 

3.  _______________ and  eternal  _______________ go hand-in-hand. 

4. To taste is to  _______________. 

5. conclusion: This passage is talking about  ______________  ______________. 

going forward 
What did you learn from this exercise about interpreting and understanding difficult 
passages? 

Did anything about your understanding of this passage change as a result of this lesson? 

Do you feel like you can better share the truth of this scripture now that you’ve worked 
through it? 

How could you use these same strategies to better understand and share other 
scriptures? How could these strategies help you better share the entirety of God’s word? 

• !  •15



 

• !  •16

Papers



The Dangers of Not Declaring 
the Whole Counsel of God 

by Daniel Young 

The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, 
that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the Lord 
swore to give to your fathers. And you shall remember the whole way that the 
Lord your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might 
humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you would 
keep his commandments or not. And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed 
you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he 
might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by 
every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. Your clothing did not wear 
out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. Know then in your 
heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines you. So 
you shall keep the commandments of the Lord your God by walking in his ways 
and by fearing him.  

—Deuteronomy 8:1-6  1

 What is the meaning of the testimonies and statutes of the biblical counsel? That 
God may be glorified through the entirety of His revelation to mankind. The whole 
counsel of God stands firm to the glory of God. The entirety of the scriptures put the 
glory of God on display throughout history and into eternity. From Genesis to 
Revelation, the mighty work of God’s hand is exposed to a world that desperately needs 
Him. It is righteousness presented to the unrighteous. 
 The whole counsel of God is the fulfillment of God’s promise. The Word of God 
fulfills a promise that is foretold through prophecy, declared through psalms, 
announced through history, made plain in parable, delivered through the Apostles, and 
fulfilled through Jesus Christ alone. This promise has taken the form of a new covenant 
with man; that whosoever believes in Christ as Lord and declares this with heart and 
mouth shall be saved. It is righteousness presented to the unrighteous. Much like the 
Israelites of old, we are witnesses of God’s deliverance. With His mighty hand we, who 
were once slaves to sin, have been made free. We who were once lost in the wilderness 
have been assured of God’s certainty. Our enemy is dispatched but not powerless. We 
still anticipate our eternal destination, but it is not yet occupied. 
 God’s chastening remains as a reminder of His love. God’s statutes, 
commandments, and testimonies are still standing but not declared faithfully. Our 
mission, as ministers and laypeople alike, is to still declare God’s counsel in its entirety. 
The treasure that is the word of God provides mankind with a clear window into the 
great love, power, and glory of God. Its pages unfold the absolute truth that gives 
meaning to mankind’s existence and a foundation of knowledge and guidance for all 
who faithfully submit themselves to the word of God. 

 All scripture quotations in this paper are from the English Standard Version.1
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 Sadly, through cultural appropriation and willful disregard, we have seen our 
mission falter in many pulpits, congregations, and conversations throughout our 
society. A recent Barna study shows that approximately 58% of the United States 
population believes the Bible to be the actual or inspired word of God.  Another Barna 2

study states that 76% of American church goers cannot define the Great Commission.  3

These studies reveal a failure to stand on the side of biblical teaching, reception, and 
application. In other words, this is a failure to declare what God has said. 
 Far too many Christians today are willing to tear apart and cherrypick God’s 
divine revelation. Many pastors will avoid the hard teachings of the New Testament and 
cast aside the Old Testament as irrelevant. Societal pressures arise that convince 
Christians to be silent outside of the four walls of the church house, and Christians 
willfully comply. Too many conversations never get to biblical truth for the sake of not 
offending. 
 The immediate result is a lukewarm church listening to a sugar-coated sermon 
with a marginal idea of what the Bible says and how it applies to everyday life. The long-
term results are isolated church movements that do not focus on the whole message of 
gospel truth. Hyper-grace, hyper-legalism, word of faith, prosperity gospels, and the 
short-sided spewing of hatred all have a singular root cause: a failure to consider and 
declare the fullness of God’s word. The dangers become self-evident as the biblical 
account is butchered through omission and manipulated through dishonesty. 
 Understanding the dangers will be key to the Christian, pastor and layperson 
alike, if we are to see the lost come to salvation, the marginal become passionate, and 
the equipped become active. It will be the priority of this writing to highlight such 
dangers as are implied throughout the entirety of God’s counsel. 

The Dangers are Existential 

And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command 
these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.’” 

—Matthew 4:3-4 
   
 The word of God gives us a proper perspective on who we are in the scope of the 
universe. When the tempter came, Christ wielded the Scriptures, not just by declaring 
what was written, but by exposing that the Scriptures themselves offered sustainability 
to man’s eternal soul. Jesus, quoting from Deuteronomy, declares that even through 
starvation in the wilderness, God’s word sustains life. God’s word opens the eyes of the 
lost. God’s word cuts deep so that our sins may be exposed, causing us to come into the 
repentant, faithful, submissive relationship with Christ. 

 Barna Group, “State of the Bible 2017: Top Findings,” https://www.barna.com/research/state-2

bible-2017-top-findings/
 Barna Group, “51% of Churchgoers Don’t Know of the Great Commission,” https://www.barna.com/3

research/half-churchgoers-not-heard-great-commission/
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 This is the miraculous effect of the word of God. We are creatures, under the 
sovereign providence of a Creator—not a random universal being, but a very specific 
Creator who has revealed to us His clear identity and attributes through the fulness of 
His word. Our very existence hinges upon His divinity. His goodness and mercy keep 
His righteous justice from being swift and immediate. His divine authority holds us 
accountable for our sins against Him. His forgiveness and grace allow us to enter into a 
relationship with Him. 
 He is not conditionally dependent upon his creation. God is not fueled by our 
faith, nor does he have need of our praises. God is not in need of anything, and if He 
were, He would not be God. A.W. Tozer, in his book The Knowledge of the Holy, says, 

To admit the existence of a need in God is to admit incompleteness in the 
divine being. Need is a creature-word and cannot be spoken of the Creator. 
God has a voluntary relation to everything He has made, but He has no 
necessary relation to anything outside of Himself. His interest in His 
creatures arises from His sovereign good pleasure, not from any need those 
creatures can supply nor from any completeness they can bring to Him who 
is complete in himself.  4

Simply put, the dangers of failing to declare God’s entire counsel are not a danger to 
God, but to us. 
 Christ is no less a savior should we fail to declare Him as such. Scripture is no less 
authoritative should we fail to perceive it as such. What God has revealed will stand 
under the sovereign hand of God Himself. His counsel stands perfectly. God’s word 
supplies our very existence with meaning. Concepts like love, truth, and morality are 
defined and kept by the sovereignty of the Creator of all things. We, like these concepts, 
are existentially bound to His purpose and must be clear not to pervert, dilute, or 
attempt to sidestep what God has said. Such attempts are performed in futility. 

The Dangers are Foundational 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work. 

—2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 God’s will is revealed in God’s word. To focus our understanding and application 
on only a portion of God’s word is to omit or devalue another portion. To value a portion 
over another is to take a wrong account of what God has said fully. Practically speaking, 
many pastors and congregants may proclaim and emphasize a portion of God’s truth 
and still be in error by not declaring the fulness of the truth. The fulness of the Gospel 
message is understanding that sin deserves judgement, judgement is withheld by mercy, 
and forgiveness is supplied by God’s grace. To declare any of these without the other is a 
dishonest representation of God’s inspired revelation. 

 A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy (HarperCollins, 1961).4
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 Such dishonesty will lure the flock away from the protection of the shepherd. For 
example, the prosperity gospel omits humility, the hyper-grace movement takes no 
account of God’s judgement that will separate the sheep from the goats, and legalistic 
views will manipulate the Scriptures into a message of hatred towards anyone who 
doesn’t fit into a mold of wrongly perceived perfectionism. These are pernicious 
representations of God’s perfect revelation. 
 Foundationally speaking, the Christian is only prepared for life and eternity when 
he is submissive to the entirety of the Scriptures. The Christian only stands on a stable 
footing when the entirety of the word is understood as God-breathed. Poor 
contextualization, over-spiritualization, and idolatry come into play when we are not 
proper handlers of God’s word. 
 Contextualization errors occur in two ways. One way is a misapplication of the 
historical-cultural context of the writing. Do not misunderstand me. Being aware of 
cultural customs and societal norms is an invaluable resource to proper biblical 
exposition, but do we believe that God’s word has expired? Certainly not. We must 
understand that the word is living and active to this day. There is rich wisdom, 
knowledge and instruction that continues to be applicable to the everyday life of the 
Christian and will stand the test of time. 
 The second error in contextualization occurs in the form of over-spiritualization, 
even to the point of idolatry. In other words, this is taking concepts that are 
foundationally biblical and manipulating them to be extra-biblical. A fictional Jesus who 
is tolerant of sin and never rebukes sinners, the Holy Spirit confused with emotional 
responses or sinful desires, and a Father who stands as only graceful and never 
righteously angry are all idolatrous manipulations that are the result of God’s word not 
being held in the perfection of completeness. 
 Through this incomplete understanding of God’s word, society has filled in the 
gaps with feel-good expressions and bumper sticker theology. Jesus is not a “homeboy” 
or a “co-pilot,” nor does His will depend upon you typing, “Amen,” on a chain social 
media message. He is the King of kings and Lord of lords, the Alpha and Omega, I AM. 
To portray Him as anything less is to make for ourselves a god in our image and of our 
own idolatrous design. 

The Danger is to Our Justification 

So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever 
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say 
to the wicked, “O wicked one, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to 
warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his 
iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to 
turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in 
his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 

—Ezekiel 33:7-9 

 To know and not declare is sin. The Christian is not called into complacency or 
passivity in the confrontation of sin. Our justification is dependent upon a right reaction 
to our observation of unrighteousness. This will first require an understanding of how 
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God defines unrighteousness in His word. We can’t afford to play around with sin in the 
name of worldly tolerance or worldly definitions of what God has already defined as 
moral or immoral. We can’t be confused or unsure. Of course, humans will be unsure if 
we appeal to ourselves as the authority, but we appeal to God, who is certain. 
 Once we understand that what God has called unrighteous is indeed unrighteous, 
we can act accordingly. We must be willing to do what is right, which is to declare what 
God has said both to the church and to the outside world. The scenario is analogous to a 
cliff. People are marching to their doom as they happily and obliviously walk off the 
edge. To call out the danger is to be justified should they choose to ignore, but to be 
silent observers is to be equally guilty of their death. Their blood would be on our hands. 
We, those who see the peril of sin and the depravity of life without Christ, cannot afford 
to remain silent observers of the eternal demise of the world around us. 

The Danger is to Our Obligation 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 

—Matthew 28:18-20 
  
 Should we not declare all that Jesus has commanded, we are usurping His 
authority. Christ, who is the fulfillment of the law, states that all he commanded must be 
taught as we bring others into fellowship through discipleship. To declare and teach all 
that Christ commanded is to encourage with graceful exhortations, to speak coherently 
with parable, to rebuke lovingly with hard sayings and calls to repentance, and to stand 
upon the entirety of God’s word as the foundations of wisdom and knowledge. We are 
failing in our obligation. Remember, 76% of American churchgoers can’t define the 
Great Commission.  5

 Breaking down this study becomes more alarming. Barna divides these people 
into two groups: 25% of American churchgoers have heard of the Great Commission but 
can’t define it, and 51% have never heard of the Great Commission at all. This should 
frighten us beyond measure, calling us into examination of our existence as ministers of 
the Gospel. How can so many churches around our country be failing to present a 
fundamental Christian doctrine? This happens as the result of a willful omission of 
God’s revelation. Let it not be so in our churches. Let us understand the error of not 
presenting all of God’s word as inerrant and authoritative over the lives of all people, in 
all nations, and at all times. 

 See note 1 above.5
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The Danger is Spiritual Immaturity  

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach 
you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid 
food, for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, 
since he is a child. But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their 
powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from 
evil. 

—Hebrews 5:12-14 

 To dumb down the biblical counsel, or to shy away from longstanding statutes of 
God, is to not fully declare what God has said. Understandably, babes in Christ need 
milk. Teaching the basic foundations of Christianity to the new believer is necessary for 
spiritual growth. However, there comes a time when we must investigate what is being 
taught in our classrooms and sanctuaries and give mature believers meat, even if they 
want milk. 
 The word of God is inherently theological. This is only sensible due to meaning of 
the word theology: “Theos,” meaning God, and “logy,” meaning, “the study of.” Theology 
should not intimidate us when we simply understand that what can be known and 
taught of God has been made known through His revelation to us, His word. This will 
require study and understanding. Pastors and teachers must be willing to put in the 
work and even to receive the training necessary to become mature themselves. (See 
Travis’s paper below.) We should desire ourselves to first be mature and skilled in 
biblical discernment, so that we may go and teach others, raising them up into mature 
Christians who will also be skilled. 
 We must be ready to teach not only what Christians believe, but why they believe 
it and how to accurately communicate it to a world that is lost. We can’t continue to spin 
our tires by preaching watered-down messages every week to people who need the meat 
of the word but are sitting in proverbial high chairs drinking milk. There is no 
maturation process when this happens, which means no spiritual growth within the 
church. The longstanding theological depth and wisdom of God’s word will be rejected 
by immaturity disguised as humble simplicity. We must declare to our churches the 
fullness of what God has said for the sake of their maturation. 
  
The Danger is to Future Generations 

And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall 
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when 
you rise. 

—Deuteronomy 6:6-7 
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When your son asks you in time to come, “What is the meaning of the 
testimonies and the statutes and the rules that the Lord our God has 
commanded you?” then you shall say to your son, “We were Pharaoh’s slaves in 
Egypt. And the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand.” 

—Deuteronomy 6:20-21 

 As Moses prepared the children of Israel for life without him, we should also be 
preparing the next generation to carry forth the precious and worthwhile doctrines of 
Scripture into a time of our absence. The problem is that we are not teaching our kids 
theological truth. Too many game nights, ten-minute sermonettes, and half-hearted 
devotions have watered down the fulness of God’s counsel for our young people. We 
segregate them from the congregation to pacify them and to pacify ourselves. 
 We must take up the responsibility to proclaim God’s word from generation to 
generation. We must be prepared to establish a pattern of spiritual maturation in our 
students’ lives that only the theological truths of Scripture can provide. The rise of 
pluralism, universalism, paganism, atheism, and more culturally-conforming ideologies 
will be the logical repercussion should we continue the current pattern of shallow 
teaching towards our youth. 
 If we present the fulness of God’s words with diligence and intentionality, our 
students will succeed. If we train up our children in the fulness of biblical wisdom, they 
will not depart from it. Someone will ask them why they believe, and they will be able to 
confidently and coherently say, “Because I was once a slave to sin, but God delivered me 
out of it with a mighty hand.” Future generations deserve to know this truth about God. 
God is worthy of this proclamation to echo from generation to generation. 

Conclusion 
 God is most glorified by us when we accurately understand how glorious He is. 
Many of us may have forgotten this. The danger of not declaring the entirety of God’s 
counsel is that the people we teach and minister to will not properly bring God the glory 
that He demands. We can do better. 
 This list is not exhaustive, but it exists to give a foundation of thought to any who 
read it. Do we understand that God’s word has laid a foundation of knowledge that goes 
out into the world with the power to bring the most hardened sinner into repentance? 
Do we understand that God’s word is a miraculous treasure for those who are willing to 
dive into it’s pages? Do we as leaders, teachers, and pastors understand the great 
dangers of not presenting it in its fullness? 
 It is my prayer and my warning that we understand what is true about God today. 
Above all else, God will be glorified, and He has revealed to us what may be known of 
Him. I pray we submit to the fullness of His word and heed His warning. 
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Scripture’s Inspiration 
and Our Invitation 

by Devon Dundee 

 As has already been discussed, focusing on a narrow subset of scripture and 
subsequently neglecting the rest leads to a number of problems in the life of the church. 
But we do not affirm a wholistic approach to scripture simply because it helps us avoid 
issues. Rather, declaring the whole counsel of God is important because it is the only 
proper way to treat and to share the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 We have covered the downsides of not sharing the totality of the Bible. Now, I 
would like to take a more positive approach. I believe that scripture in its whole is the 
firm foundation upon which all of our theology should be built, and over the next several 
pages, I will explain why. Simply put, scripture is the inspired word of God to his people 
and thus holds the exclusive position as our primary source of information on the nature 
of God, his plans for the world, our place in them, and all of the other big questions of 
faith. But in order to fully grasp that truth, we must first start with the basics. 

The Sources of Our Theology 
 Before jumping into the topic of scripture’s inspiration, it is worthwhile to ask the 
question, “Where does our theology come from?” It is clear that being uncritical about 
this question can only lead to disastrous results such as folk theology, the conflation of 
cultural norms with biblical truths, and the breed of relativism that claims individuals 
should each decide for themselves what they deem to be true. Thus, it is important that 
we stop to consider which sources we are allowing to inform and influence our thinking 
so that we can ensure we are basing our beliefs on godly principles rather than human-
made ones. 
 A helpful resource for understanding the sources of our theology is the Wesleyan 
quadrilateral. This tool is named after and attributed to the eighteenth-century preacher 
and founder of Methodism, John Wesley, but it actually predates him, existing in some 
form or another all the way back to ancient Christianity.  In fact, it is not so much a 1

prescriptive device as a descriptive one. Rather than tell us what sources we should be 
using for our theology, it tells us what sources Christians throughout the centuries have 
used for our theology and continue to use today. The consensus is that these four are the 
true sources for sound Christian theology. 

scripture 
 It should come as no surprise that the first theological source in the Wesleyan 
quadrilateral is the Bible. Christians affirm that the Bible is God’s word to his people. 
Both the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament are made up of narratives, teachings, 
legal codes, poems, prophecies, and more written by godly individuals throughout 
centuries to reveal to God’s people who he is and what he wants for the world. The Bible 

 Roger E. Olson, The Mosaic of Christian Belief: Twenty Centuries of Unity & Diversity (Downers Grove, 1
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is our source material for information about God, and as we will discuss later, it is 
uniquely inspired by God to communicate with the world. The Bible is number one on 
this list for a reason. 

tradition 
 But there are other important sources for our theology, too. The next is tradition. 
Tradition encompasses the teachings, writings, concepts, terms, and other theological 
materials created by the church throughout its history. It includes the early church 
creeds and councils, the writings of the church fathers and mothers, and the plethora of 
theological volumes written by deep-thinking Christians over the centuries. It might be 
hard to picture it now, but in time, influential thoughts and writings being put out and 
discussed by people of faith today will be passed down to future generations and 
incorporated into this vast set of Christian tradition. What was once groundbreaking 
and even controversial is now an established part of Christian tradition, and what is kept 
becomes hugely influential for the future of the church. 
 The Baptist movement has tended to shy away from taking church tradition as a 
whole too seriously for fear of losing church autonomy or coming off as too “Catholic.” 
But I am pleased to observe a recent reclaiming of the creeds and patristic texts among 
Baptist churches and especially young Baptist ministers within my sphere. Whether it is 
singing the creed, following the lectionary in our scripture readings, or taking the time 
to read ancient theological texts, we would do well to acknowledge and appreciate the 
wealth of knowledge and wisdom that the Christian tradition offers us, as Paul calls the 
Thessalonians to do in 2 Thessalonians 2.15. Much of the theological work that we do 
today is built upon the foundation laid by those who came before us. 
 Tradition’s main goal is the faithful interpretation of scripture. Each generation 
of the church grapples with new contexts and new questions that must be addressed 
from a biblical perspective, and it is tradition that bridges that gap. It takes the truths 
taught in God’s word and applies them to real-world scenarios in order to make the 
Christian faith practical (that is, practice-able) in the world. For the early church, that 
meant working through issues like the doctrine of the trinity, a foundational term that 
comes not from the Bible but from tradition. Today, we as Free Will Baptists have the 
Treatise, our statement of faith based on our interpretation of scripture. This is part of 
our tradition, and its importance as a source for our theology cannot be understated. 

reason 
 Reason is another source of our theology. God gave us our minds for a purpose, 
and we are meant to use them when working through the big questions. It is not unfair 
to ask of a theological theory, “Does this make sense?” If what we claim to believe is 
nonsensical or inconsistent, it is harmful to us and to others. God cares about what we 
think about him, and so we should seek to practice good theology. It also informs what 
we do, so if our theology is in error, our actions will be as well. And our witness will be 
much less effective if we cannot explain our beliefs intelligibly to those outside the faith. 
 This does not mean that we are meant to have every facet of our faith figured out; 
that would be impossible. We worship a God who transcends human comprehension. If 
someone claims to fully understand God, then they are worshipping an idol because in 
this life, there will always be an element of mystery to the true, living God. It is not for 
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us to know everything, and so we must always leave room for mystery in our theology. 
But there is a difference between mystery and contradiction, and logic gives us the 
ability to avoid the latter. 
 Of course, human logic can only go so far. We are, after all, still fallen people 
living in a fallen world. And so we cannot rely fully on our logic to inform our theology, 
especially in regards to topics on which scripture is already clear. If our logic leads us to 
a conclusion that is opposed to a truth espoused by scripture, then it is our own 
thinking, not the Bible, that should change. Like tradition, logic as a source of theology 
is meant to interpret, clarify, and apply scripture, not to replace it. Applied properly, 
logic allows us to ensure that our theology makes sense and is consistent with what we 
already know about God and his intentions for the world. 

experience 
 The final theological source in the Wesleyan quadrilateral is experience. We 
worship a relational God, and so it makes sense that there are things about him that we 
can only learn through lived experience with him. We all know that there is an 
important difference between knowing a truth intellectually and knowing it from 
experience. This is true for us as individuals, and it is true for the church as well. 
 When we talk about experience as a part of the quadrilateral, we are referring not 
so much to any one person’s individual experience—lest theology become too relativized
—but to human collective experience as a whole. Left unchecked, a single person’s 
experience can lead them to theological conclusions that are unorthodox at best and 
downright destructive at worst. (Numerous cult leaders come to mind.) This is why the 
work of theology is done within the context of the church community and in light of 
multiple sources rather than just a single person’s experience. Experience is an 
important source for theology, but only within community and in conjunction with the 
other sources listed above. 
  Part of experience is the Christian community’s changing attitudes towards 
certain social topics over time. For example, the church has come a long way on issues 
like slavery, gender equality, and the relationship between faith and science. These 
shifts come about through our lived experience of faith in the world and our continual 
search for a deeper understanding of God, and they inform our theology in profound 
ways. 
 Some may object to experience as a source of theology because it recognizes the 
influence of culture on Christian thinking, but this is unnecessary. Culture is an 
important aspect of human experience. It is a part of God’s creation, and he can work 
through it just as he does through the other means we have mentioned. Of course, 
culture—like anything else—can become corrupted and oppose sound theology, as we 
observe in many aspects of our world today. But that does not disqualify human 
experience as a source of theology; it simply reminds us that these sources are meant to 
complement and be held in tension with one another. We obviously cannot rely on 
culture alone to teach us about the big questions of life. 
 Another way that experience shapes our theology is through nature. There are 
certain aspects of God, such as his creativity and majesty, that can only truly be 
understood through experiences with nature. Some in the church connect more 
naturally with God through being outdoors than they do through a traditional worship 
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service. And scripture teaches us that God reveals himself to all people through his 
creation (Romans 1.20). There is obviously a limit to how much we can learn about God 
through natural theology, so we cannot use it as our only or even our primary source for 
our theology, but it is still a useful aspect of human experience nonetheless. 
 These four sources—scripture, tradition, reason, and experience—make up the 
Wesleyan quadrilateral and serve as the sources for our theology. This framework is 
extremely helpful for understanding where our theology comes from and ensuring that 
it is in line with God’s truth. When thinking through what we believe and why, we can 
turn to this simple tool for helping us categorize where our beliefs are coming from and 
which sources of information we should be relying on to inform those beliefs. 
 Ultimately, all four of these sources are pointing in the same direction. Each of 
them is aiming to help us better understand and interact with Jesus. He is the ultimate 
source of our theology and the final authority on truth. He is the true revelation of God 
on earth, God’s Word in the truest sense. Some have called him the “norming norm” of 
our theology. If we want to know what God is like, we need only look to Jesus, because 
he is God in the flesh. And if we find ourselves proclaiming any truth that goes against 
the character, nature, and teachings of Jesus Christ, then we have crossed over into false 
doctrine and need to take a step back. He is the source of our theology, and the purpose 
of the entire endeavor is to better know and better follow him. 

Scripture As the Basis for Our Theology 
 Now that we have discussed where our theology comes from, we are better 
equipped to talk about why scripture is the ultimate source of our theology and the basis 
upon which our beliefs should stand. If you will notice, the other three sources listed 
above were all meant to complement and clarify information already provided in 
scripture. The Bible does not address every single topic and situation imaginable; no 
book could. But it does teach principles and truths that can be interpreted and applied 
in each and every situation, and it is only through an accurate understanding of 
scripture that we can even begin to form a cohesive, intelligible, and true understanding 
of who God is and who we are. 
 But what is it about scripture that sets it apart from these other sources? What is 
it about the Bible that makes it different from every other book that has ever been 
written? Why do Christians care so much about this text that we study it, practice its 
teachings, and base our lives upon it? Why are we so adamant that Christians read, 
apply, and share the entirety of scripture? 
 The answer is simple: The Bible is God’s inspired word. It is upon this singular 
truth that all of scripture’s authority lies. 
 What sets scripture apart and makes it so important in the life of faith is its 
inspired nature. God chose to communicate to his people through this set of texts in a 
way that he did not choose to communicate through any other medium in all of history. 
Aside from the person of Jesus Christ himself, there is no more clear or direct way of 
understanding God than through his inspired word contained in the Bible, and that sets 
it apart from any other book, individual, experience, or other source that one might use 
to understand the world. No other source can claim such a status, and thus, no other 
source should be regarded as highly as scripture in the mind of believers. 
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 I want to be clear: I am not condoning bibliolatry. The Bible is not God, and we 
should not worship it. Just like any other good thing in this world, it is possible to take 
God’s word and turn it into an idol. Accurate interpretation and sound theology are not 
goals in and of themselves; they are means by which we live faithfully for God. If we get 
so caught up in debates over theological issues that we lose sight of who God is and the 
intentions he has for us (especially his command to love one another), then we are not 
approaching the Bible the way we should. God is the goal, and the Bible is the primary 
means by which we learn about him. 
 The doctrine of sola scriptura is helpful in understanding the role that scripture 
plays in the life of faith. According to this doctrine, scripture alone is the infallible rule 
of faith by which Christians should live. There are other sources, of course, as we 
discussed above, and they are important. But they are all secondary to and subject to the 
teachings of scripture. Should any source attempt to contradict the teachings of the 
Bible, we are called to affirm scriptural truths over any other. 
 This doctrine gives the Bible great authority in the church and in the life of faith, 
and it is all rooted in the fact that scripture is inspired. It is inspired by God. Our 
denomination stands in line with Christian tradition in affirming this truth, and I 
imagine that most Free Will Baptists in the pews would agree with it if asked, so it may 
seem unnecessary to go into great detail about it. But when it comes to a principle that is 
so foundational to our theology, I think it is important to understand exactly what we 
mean when we say the Bible is inspired, why we say it, and how it affects the way we 
understand scripture’s role in our lives. So in the next few pages, I would like to lay out 
my understanding of scripture’s inspiration based on my Free Will Baptist upbringing, 
my education, and my own personal study.  

The Inspiration of Scripture 
 One of the most well-known verses in the Bible is 2 Timothy 3.16, which begins 
with the words, “All scripture is inspired by God...” (NRSV). This truth is fundamental to 
the Christian faith. It explains why we care so much about the Bible, our sacred text, and 
why we reference it in everything that we say and believe. Scripture is the reference 
point for our faith because it is inspired by God. But what exactly does that term 
“inspired” mean? Really, it includes several elements. 
 Inspiration before anything else means intent. God intended to communicate 
certain information to his people, and he chose to do it in this special way. This is the 
most literal and straightforward understanding of inspiration: The message of scripture 
is God’s message. In his infinite wisdom, God chose what he wanted to communicate to 
his people about himself, humanity, and his plans for the world, and he brought it about 
through this special process of inspiration. This is why we say that the Bible is God’s 
word. 
 On a related note, inspiration also includes a certain degree of authorship. Of 
course, God did not write the Bible in the literal sense. He did not pick up a pen and 
physically write out the letters. Scripture did not float down from heaven one day in its 
completed form. Rather, God worked through human authors to bring his written word 
into the world. It is only fitting to say that God inspired these individuals, including 
prophets, poets, teachers, preachers, disciples, and others, to share his word to his 
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people in their respective times. So even though God did not physically, literally write 
the words of scripture, he is still the ultimate source of the message. 
 So the message and the authors of the Bible were inspired by God, and thus we 
are right to refer to it as God’s word. That is a brief summary of what Christians usually 
mean when they say that scripture is inspired. But unfortunately, most definitions of 
inspiration stop there. And I think that if we stop there, we miss out on understanding 
the true scope of scripture’s inspiration and the role that we have to play in it. Many 
believe that scriptural inspiration stopped with the biblical authors, but this not so. The 
process of inspiration is so much bigger, so much more inclusive, and so much more 
wonderful than just that, and each of us who follow Jesus are invited to take part in it. 
 God did not stop working through his people to get his word out into the world 
after the books of the Bible were written down. After all, the individual texts were not 
collected into the Bible we have today until much later. For the first couple hundred 
years after Jesus, there was no standardized New Testament. Rather, different churches 
used different books based on what was available to them. Over time, those collections 
became standardized by the collective Christian community into the New Testament, 
which was combined with the Hebrew Bible (itself a canon centuries in the making) to 
form the Christian Bible we have today. But as Paul J. Achtemeier points out in his book 
Inspiration and Authority, in order for us to say that the Bible is inspired by God, we 
have to recognize that divine inspiration must have played a role in the forming of the 
biblical canon as well.  2

 But it does not stop there. Throughout the centuries, countless scribes and 
scholars have worked tirelessly to preserve scripture and to translate it into new 
languages so that the gospel can be shared with every people group. And as languages 
change, new translations are necessary to keep the wording accessible. In the English 
language alone, we have dozens of translations ranging from King James to the New 
International Version to the New Living Translation. And some of these translations 
take wildly different approaches. Just compare a few verses from the New American 
Standard Bible to the same passages in The Message. The copying and translating 
process is complicated and diverse, but through it all, one thing has remained: God’s 
word is being shared by his faithful followers. And that is only possible because the 
entire endeavor is being guided and inspired by the Lord himself. 
 Which brings us to today. To us. Because we are not excluded from this 
wonderful, miraculous process of inspiration. We have an opportunity to share in it in a 
few different ways, the first of which is through our personal reading of scripture. One of 
the benefits of living in the modern world is the sheer availability of God’s word. Any 
one of us here can download a free app on their phone and begin reading the Bible 
instantly. And if we are living in union with the Holy Spirit who dwells in each believer, 
then he is speaking to us through his word and using it to form our hearts and our 
minds so that we can be the people God intends for us to be. Heartfelt, faithful study of 
scripture is inspired by God through the Holy Spirit, and we each have an opportunity to 
take part in that. 

 Paul J. Achtemeier, Inspiration and Authority: Nature and Function of Christian Scripture (Grand 2
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 We are not called to exclusively take part in that alone, however. While personal 
study is important and beneficial, God also desires for each of us to study his word in 
community. Since the inception of the Christian faith, God has worked through the 
church to convert and form believers. Christian community serves to encourage, 
strengthen, and edify believers as we seek to live for God in the world. Inspired reading 
and interpretation of scripture take place within the context of the Christian community, 
the church, because that is the way God has chosen to work. It is a part of the 
community’s DNA, and we each need the church in order to stay connected to the 
Spirit’s inspiration that comes through it. 
 And, of course, inspiration continues down into the preaching, teaching, and 
other forms of sharing God’s word. In his Dogmatics, Karl Barth stated that God’s word 
comes in three forms: revealed in the person of Jesus, written in the Bible, and preached 
by the people of God.  While the written Bible is primarily what we think of when we 3

speak of God’s word, it is worthwhile to note that for the majority of history, God’s 
people have encountered his word audibly, by hearing it spoken by prophets and others 
inspired to speak on God’s behalf. There is power in the spoken and shared word of God, 
and that power is not limited to preachers. Every believer is called to share God’s word 
in the ways that he leads them to. When a believer is led by the Spirit to share God’s 
word, they are inspired by the same God who inspired the writing of his word centuries 
ago, and they are given the opportunity to participate in that same inspiration. 

Implications and an Invitation 
 So what does all of this mean for us? First of all, I think a deep, accurate 
understanding of the concept of inspiration instills in each of us an even deeper respect 
and reverence for the word of God. It is easy to become so used to engaging with the 
Bible that we take it for granted. But we must always recognize what a privilege it is to 
have access to God’s word in this way. The Bible we hold in our hands or download on 
our devices is the product of centuries of inspiration, of God working tirelessly through 
his people to communicate with them, interact with them, and relate to them. That is 
pretty incredible. 
 It also reminds us of the importance of engaging with God’s word, not just in 
part, but in whole. Because it is all scripture; it is all inspired; and it is all meant to be 
read, interpreted, and practiced by the people of God. It is not always easy to engage 
with texts that we may not necessarily like, or that we find troubling, or that we are not 
able to easily fit into our own notions of how God and the world work. But it is 
necessary. Those words are in there for a reason, and God has something to teach us 
through every passage contained in the Bible. As Christian author Rachel Held Evans 
says in her book Inspired, “It’s not always clear what we are meant to learn from the 
Bible’s most troubling stories, but if we simply look away, we learn nothing.”  This 4

principle applies to every part of scripture, and it is our duty as the people of God to do 
the hard work of engaging with it. 
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 And finally, this concept of inspiration acts as an invitation to us all. Because we 
each have an opportunity to participate in this amazing process. We stand in a long line 
of God’s people who have listened for his voice, heard it, and then shared it with the 
world. And he is not done inspiring his people. God is ready and willing to inspire us 
through his word and to use us to share his inspired word with others. It is simply up to 
us to decide whether or not we want to allow the Holy Spirit to work in us and form us 
into the inspired people that we are called to be. It is my prayer that we would each 
choose take part in the divine inspiration that God so mercifully offers us. 

Works Cited 
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Prepare to Declare 
the Whole Counsel of God 

by Travis Alexander 

For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. Take heed 
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood. 

— Acts 20:27  1

 To prepare to declare the whole counsel of God can be a fairly subjective topic. If 
you ask ten pastors or teachers, you will most likely get ten different views on what 
preparation looks like in their ministry, some of which have been cultivated in Bible 
college or even through the mentoring of a fellow Christian. Some will not have had the 
benefit of either of these and be left to just to try and figure it out through the school of 
hard knocks, which does not always prove to be a valuable resource. The ambitious one 
will find available resources to develop their calling. I personally could never rely on my 
oratory skills to carry me through in ministry. I have the skills and aptitude to do many 
other vocations in life. However, God’s calling on my life is so compelling that there is 
no other option. Therefore, I have a personal conviction that sermon and teaching 
preparation are so vital. 
  Several years ago, we had a new young pastor come into our area. Wanting to be 
an encouragement to him, I decided to go by and visit with him. It was the typical 
introduction with some small talk about his family and background. I asked him how he 
was adjusting to the area and the church. I asked him what he was preaching through at 
the time. His reply made my heart sink: He said, “I just kind of open the bible and start 
reading until the Lord shows me something, and sometimes I just walk into the pulpit 
and let the Spirit take over.” 
 Sadly, many of our churches leaders, from pastors to teachers, fall into a similar 
situation.  I’m fearful that we have too many pastors and teachers in our churches who 
fall short in our calling to declare the whole counsel of God.  There are those who will 
wait until the last possible minute to throw something together, and worse yet, there are 
those who will copy and paste their sermons from other sources like books and the 
internet. Simply put, this is dishonoring to our Lord and an incredible disservice to the 
people God has placed in our care. I’m not opposed to using outside resources, but we 
must prayerfully and thoughtfully develop the lessons and messages that the Lord has 
for our people. Therefore, it is my hope to approach this subject from a biblical 
perspective with a proven methodology to show the necessity for preparing to declare 
the whole counsel of God. 
 High school basketball coach Tim Notke is famous for his motivational saying, 
“Hard work beats talent, when talent doesn’t work hard.”  In a similar vein, I say that 2

 All scripture quotations in this paper are from the English Standard Version unless otherwise noted.1

 Goodreads, “Tim Notke Quotes,” https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/8573334.Tim_Notke2
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when it comes to declaring the gospel, “Solid preparation always beats talent and ability, 
when talent and ability don’t prepare.” 
 In our key text, Luke says, “I have not shunned to declare…” meaning he had not 
been negligent, or had not held back. He goes on to tell us to take seriously the role and 
responsibility we have as leaders. To help us understand the necessity for preparation, I 
divide these into five principles for our consideration. 

1. Know your people. 
 This includes, but is not limited to, the cultural, demographic, and the spiritual 
needs of those we are speaking to. Have a clear understanding that what works in one 
church may not work in another. Our churches are as unique as fingerprints. With that 
in mind, knowing your people is imperative. 

It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, 
for you are all partakers with me of grace… 

— Philippians 1:7 

 Paul says, “I hold you in my heart,” showing us that his relationship with the 
Philippians was deeper because he was connected to them.  Paul spoke to the needs of 
the specific church he wrote to because he knew their victories and their struggles. 
Entirely too often, we do a sermon or class preparation based on the current book we are 
reading, biblical or otherwise, giving little consideration to what our people need to 
become stronger Christians. If we are disconnected from our people, we are not 
speaking into their lives. 

2. Pray for your people specifically. 
 Many would place prayer first, but it is difficult to pray beyond generalities if we 
don’t know our people and their needs. 

I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers… 
— Ephesians 1:16 

 Paul uses the word “remembering” to indicate that he knew specifically how to 
pray for the Ephesians and what to pray for. 
  Honestly, until I began to learn the discipline of specifically praying for the 
people God had placed in my life, I don’t think I knew them the way I should have. 
When you pray for your people about individual needs, it deepens your relationship and 
allows for greater discernment in message preparation. 
 There is even a need to pray passionately for those we don’t know. Many years 
ago in the early years of my ministry, we had a woman and her five children coming to 
our church. Every Wednesday night during prayer time, she would stand up with tears 
in her eyes, and request prayer for her husband, Brian, who was unsaved and refused to 
come to church. Her heart ached for him to become a Christian and be the spiritual 
leader of their home.  
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Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 
— Galatians 6:2 

 One night about 11:00, while Shari and I were both asleep, my phone rang. I 
answered, and it was Brian on the other end. He told me that he had just asked Jesus 
into his life. Brian is now a faithful member and deacon in their church. 
 We must remember that if the needs and concerns of our members are important 
to them, they are important to God. So we must learn to pray earnestly for them and 
sometimes even for those we don’t know. Several years ago, a friend told me, “I’ve 
witnessed to everyone in my circle; they either go to church, or they’re not going to 
come.” My response was, “Maybe you need to increase your circle.”  When we begin to 
pray for those we don’t even know, this increases our effective sphere of influence and 
deepens the relationships we have with our own members. 

3. Seek out preaching/teaching emphasis (our focus). 
 Throughout the Bible, we see God through the Holy Spirit inspired the writers to 
speak to the needs of the day. An understanding of the rapidly changing landscape of 
our culture and the spiritual needs of our listeners should drive our emphasis in our 
teaching and preaching. Many of our parishioners are spiritually anemic because we are 
not giving special consideration to their spiritual diet. In order to make disciples, we 
must take a hard look at our preaching and teaching content. Are we giving them 
everything they need to become healthy, effective members of the body?  

Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he 
asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in 
heaven give good things to those who ask him! 

—Matthew 7:9-11 

 Here we have this wonderful depiction of our Heavenly Father giving His 
children what they need. We as the under-shepherds have a calling from God to seek to 
understand the needs of our members, not just what they want to hear from us. Our 
teaching and preaching must come from with the intent to mature and develop them 
into the body of Christ that he has purchased with his own blood. We have strayed from 
the important doctrine of sanctification. My spiritual mentor Dr. Joe Haas would say, 
“When we’ve got that down, we’ll move onto something else”. As Charles Spurgeon said, 
“If you wish to know God you must know his word; if you wish to perceive his power you 
must see how he worketh by his word; if you wish to know his purpose before it is 
actually brought to pass you can only discover it by his word.”  3

 Pre-Evangelism Ministries and Fox River Press, “Spurgeon’s Maxims for Living,” http://3

www.spurgeon.us/mind_and_heart/quotes/b2.htm
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4. Understand the importance of context. 
 It has been said, “Text without context is pretext,”  or half-truth. The word 4

“context” comes from two Latin words: con, which means “with or together,” and texere, 
which means, “to weave”  Simply said, context is weaving together. It is weaving 5

together the verse with the textual thought (verses), chapter, book, and Bible. 

For Ezra has set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, and to do it and to teach 
his statutes and rules in Israel. 

—Ezra 7:10 

 We must purpose in our hearts to study and prepare in order to know what we 
are sharing. I am currently mentoring a young man in our church who feels that God is 
calling him into the ministry. He asked me a few days after he preached on a Sunday 
evening, “Has anyone said anything about my message?” He was wondering if anyone 
liked his preaching. I know that none of us have ever had this struggle, right?  I 
responded to him that it’s our calling to be prepared to share the truth of God’s word 
and to leave the results to Him. 

And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace… 
—Ephesians 6:15 (KJV) 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no 
need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 

— 2 Timothy 2:15 

 When I consider 2 Timothy 2:15, I think of my uncle Richard. When I was a boy, 
he worked at our local grocery store as a butcher where he skillfully knew the type of 
meat, and how to process it for the best cuts with the least waste. I’m fearful that many 
times, we may be interpreting the scripture to make it say what we want it to say rather 
than what the context really declares. 
 For a humorous example, take Ephesians 4:28, which says, “Let him that stole 
steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, 
that he may have to give to him that needeth” (KJV). One could read this verse aloud to 
either denounce stealing or to support stealing depending on where one chooses to 
pause. If you pause at the appropriate time (after “no more”), then the verse is read 
correctly. But if you pause after the word “steal,” the verse could be understood as 
supporting thievery and laziness. I know this is a ridiculously extreme example, but it is 
a fact that many fail to preach and teach contextually, and it is a real problem in our 
churches. 
 Hermeneutics is the theory and methodology of interpretation and will serve us 
well in our preparation. In a hermeneutics paper written by Jeff Jones, pastor of Hilltop 
Church in North Carolina, he lists four questions we can ask ourselves in our 

 AZ Quotes, “D. A. Carson Quotes,” https://www.azquotes.com/quote/7074374

 Online Etymology Dictionary, “context,” https://www.etymonline.com/word/context5
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preparation so that we may avoid the pitfall of not preaching contextually.  These four 6

questions are worth considering. 

Who wrote the book that I’m studying? 
 Understanding who wrote the text can give us insight into the heart and motive 
behind the verses we are studying. Consider Psalm 51, where David is boldly declaring 
his failure, seeking God’s forgiveness, and rededicating his life to the Lord. Knowing the 
history of where David has been and what he has done gives context to the psalm. This 
gives us a practical application to these doctrinal issues specifically because we can 
cross-reference these to David’s life elsewhere in scripture. 

Who was the book written to? 
 In his book Between Two Worlds, John Stott reminds the expositor to never 
forget when interpreting the Bible that it is a “real book written by real people to real 
people.”  You need to know who was intended to have received and originally read the 7

book, gospel, or epistle. Using the book of Hebrews as an example, we know that the 
book was written to Christians facing persecution. With this understanding, the book 
literally comes to life as you read the text written to people facing danger to their very 
lives. 
 Knowing who is receiving the text and their various circumstances is such a need 
in understanding the meaning of a passage. A simple Bible handbook such as Unger’s 
Bible Handbook or Halley’s Bible Handbook (both available online or through Christian 
bookstores) will serve to help in these instances of your study. In the technological world 
we live in today, we have thousands of resources at our fingertips. Don’t be afraid to use 
them.  
  
What do the verses above and below the text you are studying say?  
 Many people are guilty of taking a verse completely out of context by not reading 
the verses above and below the very one they are quoting or using. It is always wrong to 
use a verse to say something the verse is not saying. 
 For example, Philippians 4:13 (“I can do all things through him who strengthens 
me”) is commonly taken out of context when left to be interpreted by itself. However, 
when we include verses 11 and 12 (“Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have 
learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I 
know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing 
plenty and hunger, abundance and need”), it brings clarity to the context of verse 13. 

What does the Bible consistently say?  
 When interpreting scripture, it is good to know that the Bible never contradicts 
itself. When a principle taught in a verse raises a question for you, often finding that 
doctrine or principle taught elsewhere in scripture will confirm or dismiss it. 

 Jim Jones, “The Standard Four Laws of Hermeneutics,” Jim’s Gems, https://jimmccomas.org/6

2017/08/28/the-standard-four-laws-of-hermeneutics/
 J. R. Stott, Between two worlds: The challenge of preaching today (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. 7

Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2017).
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 For example, the doctrine of forgiveness. In Matthew 6:12, the text says, “And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” I asked my congregation the question, 
“Is it right for me to preach that you are wasting your time asking God to forgive you for 
the sin you committed yesterday if you are holding to bitterness and un-forgiveness 
toward someone else?” Taking the question, “What does the Bible say consistently?”, I 
am able to understand that in other passages, such as Matthew 18: 21-35 and the Lord’s 
model prayer), there is an understood context to support a broader understanding of 
forgiveness, how it is obtained, and how it is to be given. 

5. Rely on the Holy Spirit. 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are 
bound… 

—Isaiah 61:1 

 To faithfully share God’s full counsel, we desperately need His anointing upon 
our lives, an indwelling of the Spirit of God. That’s not just measured by emotionalism 
or by a learned style of preaching or teaching. Rather, that anointing is displayed in how 
we live our lives and the passion in how we prepare and share God’s word. We can never 
assume that the Holy Spirit will just show up because we did. However, when we are 
prepared and passionately proclaim the truth of His word, we know that He will be 
glorified, and the church will be edified through the working of His Spirit. 
 I can’t even recount the number of times I’ve prepared a message or a lesson that 
I was later told was exactly what someone in the congregation needed to hear. But let me 
also throw in an example of His Spirit working in another way. Several weeks ago, I had 
prepared a message to preach that Sunday morning. The Saturday night before, the Lord 
impressed upon me that I should go another direction and preach from the book of 
James, concerning prayer for the sick and anointing them with oil. No big deal, right? 
 Well, I was reluctant to do the next part. But I felt led to call forward members of 
my congregation who were struggling or dealing with things that I had been praying 
about. That’s right, calling them forward and sharing their needs in a general way to the 
congregation. As I called forward the dozen or more requests to be prayed for, an 83-
year-old man came forward sobbing and declaring his need to get right with God. That 
morning, our congregation’s faith was grown, and a man rededicated his life to Jesus. 
He and his wife were “part-timers,” but now, they are very faithful, and they have 
expressed a desire to join the church. We must embrace those times of the Holy Spirit’s 
calling with faith, knowing that God is doing something bigger than we could imagine. 

Conclusion 
 Understanding and accepting God’s call upon our lives is such a tremendous 
blessing, but honestly, it can also be completely overwhelming at times. We live in an 
extremely intelligent and thoughtful generation, where shooting from the hip and not 
taking the time to prepare can have an erosive outcome. Many of our churches are small 
and simply feel inadequate in terms of resources and abilities to properly prepare. As 
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leaders in our areas of ministry, we must endeavor to “take heed” and carefully consider 
how we are preparing to declare the whole counsel of God. We must develop those skills 
in our ministries, as well as in the lives of those God has made us overseers for.  
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Helpful Resources 
• Logos (logos.com) is a Bible software that you purchase. It is an excellent resource. 
• Bible.org: Get access to the NET Bible from this page. You can also get some helpful 

tools for study, including pop-verses on the page. Join communities and get help 
finding Bible verses. 

• BibleStudyTools.com: Get access to a searchable Bible in more than 30 translations. A 
great way to compare different texts. You can also get daily Bible readings and more 
helpful tools related to Bible study. 

• BibleGateway.com: This searchable Bible provides you with an easy way to find what 
you are looking for. You can use a keyword search or make use of the topical index. 
Multiple translations and helpful tools for creating a reading plan are included. 

• Bible.com: Another great online Bible that can help you find what you are looking for. 
Also, you can join the ministry and find helpful devotionals and other tools. 

• Online Parallel Bible (biblehub.com): A great way to study different translations as 
well as get concordance. Provides context information, cross references, and more 
between different translations of the Bible. 

• Online Bibles (bibledatabase.net): A great place to go if you want to read different 
versions of the Bible in different languages online. 

• Bibles.net: Take a tour of different translations of the Bible. Read the Bible online and 
find helpful hints for improving your study and comparing various translations. 

• BlueLetterBible.org: You can get access to the Blue Letter Bible online. In addition to 
searching the Bible with this site, you can also find great audio and video tools, 
devotionals, and special Biblical resources aimed especially at women. 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Application: 
Declaring a Controversial Passage 

by Jason Sullivan 

Seek Not a Wife! 

Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a 
wife? seek not a wife. But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if 
a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble 
in the flesh: but I spare you. But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it 
remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none; 
and they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as 
though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed 
not; and they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this 
world passeth away. But I would have you without carefulness. He that 
is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may 
please the Lord: but he that is married careth for the things that are of 
the world, how he may please his wife. 

—1 Corinthians 7:27-33  1

 In this passage of scripture, Paul gives strong warning to the young men of 
the church about the dangers of getting married. Notice he says that it is not a sin 
to get married, but that there are some things that you should strongly consider 
before doing so. In fact, this passage lists at least five things for consideration 
before being united in matrimony. I want to point them out briefly. 

1. The text says that you will have trouble in your flesh (vv. 28). Solomon 
validates this passage in Proverbs 21:19 when he says, “It is better to dwell 
in the wilderness, than with a contentious and an angry woman.” Two 
other times he mentions the same words in Proverbs 21:9 and also in 
25:24: “It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a 
brawling woman in a wide house.” Listen, the Bible says if you want to 
have trouble in your flesh, then you get married. 

2. Life is short (vv. 29). He says the time of your life is short. Don’t get mad at 
me, I am just the messenger, the Bible says if you want a short life, get 
married. 

3. In verse 30 the Bible says for those who get married there will be weeping 
and there will be no joy. Hey, listen, if you want to be miserable and cry all 
the time then get married. 

4. Verse 30 also points out that you will be broke. I am talking about Ramen-
noodles-every-night broke. You will buy and buy and buy and have 
nothing to show for it. 

 All scripture quotations in this paper are from the King James Version.1
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5. Finally, look at verse 33. You will be so tied to this world you will have no 
concern for the things of God.  

 I hope you realize that this is not at all what this passage of scripture is 
talking about. I wanted to begin by giving you a very bad exegesis. We must 
remember that it is a dangerous thing to mishandle the word of God. To make the 
Bible say something that it doesn’t say or to leave out something that it says is not 
our liberty. This is the very breath of God, and as such, it must be handled 
carefully, contextually, and cautiously. Might I remind you of the harsh warning 
in Revelation 22:18-19, 

For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of 
this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in this book: and if any man shall take away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which 
are written in this book.  

 I acknowledge that there are some doctrines that are hard to wrap one’s 
mind around. Take for instance the doctrines of the sovereignty of God and free 
will of man. Both are taught in scripture and as such must be balanced with each 
other. We must never allow our position to dictate our interpretation of scripture, 
but rather our position should be established in light of all scripture, not just 
preferred passages. R.C. Sproul said, “You are required to believe, to preach, and 
to teach what the Bible says is true, not what you want the Bible to say is true.”  2

 In his book Hand in Hand, Randy Alcorn points out, “If we want to better 
understand any doctrine or teaching, we must consider not bits and pieces of the 
Bible but ‘the whole counsel of God’ (Acts 20:27). The Bible features a staggering 
breadth and depth of truth that selective proof-texting can never reflect.”   We 3

live in quite possibly the most theologically shallow age in history. When you 
consider the limitless number of resources that we have available to aid in study, 
why is Christianity in America so shallow? Why are so many content to try and 
preach or teach without taking the time to prepare? The answer is simple; 
laziness, or as the writer of Hebrews puts it, we are dull of hearing. Sproul also 
said “We fail in our duty to study God’s Word not so much because it is difficult 
to understand, not so much because it is dull and boring, but because it is work. 
Our problem is not a lack of intelligence or a lack of passion. Our problem is that 
we are lazy.” 
 I want to take one of the controversial passages of scripture and try to 
expound upon it in light of scripture as a whole. That will mean dealing with 
seemingly conflicting texts as well as keeping with the context so that we might 

 The Gospel Coalition, “R. C. Sproul,” https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/r-c-2

sproul-1939-2017/
 Randy Alcord, Hand in Hand (Colorado Springs: Multnomah Books, 2014).3
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have a better understanding of how to approach a systematic study of God’s 
word. Our text will be Hebrews 6:1-6. 

Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto 
perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead 
works, and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of 
laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal 
judgment. And this will we do, if God permit. For it is impossible for those 
who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and 
were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word 
of God, and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to 
renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the 
Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. 

 To begin, we must first understand what is going on in the book. The 
letter's chief purpose is to demonstrate that Christ, the New Testament truth, and 
the Christian faith stand far above and beyond anything found in the Old 
Testament or expressed in the Jewish religion. The writer shows that Christianity 
was introduced by someone higher than the angels or than Moses. Think about 
what this would mean to the Jews. Moses was the best of the best if you will, but 
the writer makes it plain that Christ is superior to Moses. Throughout the book, 
many of the rituals and ceremonies and traditions of Judaism are discussed and 
in each case, it is pointed out that all the types and symbols of the Old Testament 
are pointing to Christ. Christ is superior to everything in Judaism: angels (1:4), 
Moses (3:3), Aaron (7),  the Mosaic covenant (9:23-28), the law (10), and the 
sacrifices (10:10-14). The writer wants these Jewish converts to understand that 
all of Judaism falls short of reconciling man to God, but what Judaism could not 
do, Jesus could (7:24-27).  
 Let me invite you to approach verses 4-6 with one simple question that we 
will look at in the context of the whole. 

Were These Folks Saved? 
 In his commentary on Hebrews, Mohler points out that there are three 
possible interpretations as to who this writer is talking about:  The first option is 4

that these people are genuine followers of Christ. They truly repented of their sin, 
were united with Christ, and were active in the body of believers. Then they fell 
away. The second option that he presents is that this passage could serve as a 
hypothetical warning. This could be seen as a rhetorical technique used by the 
author to offer an ominous warning of something that cannot actually happen. 
The third option (and by far the most popular) is that this is not a warning to the 
truly regenerate, but rather a caution for those who have tasted the things of 
Christ but have not become genuine Christians. 

 R. Albert Mohler, Jr., Christ-Centered Exposition: Exalting Jesus in Hebrews (Nashville: B&H, 2017).4
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 I will deal with the first and third options in just a moment but because the 
second is in my understanding a clear violation of the purpose of scripture, I 
dismiss this option altogether. In 2 Timothy 3:16-17, the Bible says, “All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” If Hebrews 6:4-6 were describing a 
hypothetical situation that could not really happen, then it would not serve the 
purpose of scripture and as such should not even be considered. I am not saying 
that a hypothetical situation cannot be used to teach a valuable truth, but I am 
saying that if you single out these three verses as a hypothetical situation, it no 
longer fits within the context of the book and as such should be considered 
erroneous. 
 Look now at the other two groups mentioned: those who are saved that 
become apostates and those who are mere professors of Christ but are not truly 
regenerate. The first option mentioned brings to question other doctrines that 
must also be considered.  
 The first is perseverance. The Bible says that we are “kept by the power of 
God” (1 Peter 1:5). Remember that context is critical to interpretation. Look at the 
next words of 1 Peter 1:5, which says, “Who are kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. I would suggest that just 
as faith must be exercised in salvation, faith must also be exercised in 
perseverance.” Just as we cannot save ourselves, we do not have the power to 
keep ourselves. We are saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:9), and we are 
kept by that same power through faith (1 Peter 1:5). This is not a blanket promise 
that because a man is born again that he will persevere. It is, however, an 
encouragement to continue in the faith, knowing that we are powerless to do so, 
but the power behind our perseverance is appropriated by our faith in God’s 
power to keep us.  
 It may be argued that these folks were not truly saved, then, because they 
did not persevere. To this, I would answer that based on that condition, no one 
can truly experience salvation in the present if the present possession is 
contingent upon future perseverance. John writes 1 John 5:13, “These things have 
I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.” 
The Bible teaches a conditional nature of salvation that is both present and 
future. It is consistent with scripture to say that one must continue in the faith 
both in the present and future (Hebrews 10:23). 
 What about eternal security? A classic proof text for the Calvinist would be 
John 10:28, which says, “And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” While it is a seeming 
inconsistency, the doctrines of apostasy and eternal security are not 
incompatible. They fit together like a hand in a glove. The born-again individual 
who perseveres to the end is eternally secure. 
 I do not believe that you can be true to scripture and teach an eternal 
security apart from perseverance. Mark 13:13 says, “And ye shall be hated of all 
men for my name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be 
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saved.” And in 2 Timothy 2:11-13, we are told, “It is a faithful saying: For if we be 
dead with him, we shall also live with him: if we suffer, we shall also reign with 
him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: if we believe not, yet he abideth 
faithful: he cannot deny himself." Here, Paul admonishes Timothy that the very 
character of God forces Him to deny those who deny Him. God will be true to His 
character. 
  The last option that Mohler offers is that these are not truly regenerate 
individuals. The vast majority of commentators hold this view in order to support 
the doctrine of perseverance of the saints or “once saved, always saved.”  The 
position to be considered is that these people were never truly regenerate, seeing 
as they did not persevere until the end. There is some logic behind this position, 
but in order for it to be clear, the evidences of salvation that we see described in 
this passage must be dismissed.  
 Many who hold this view will place strong emphasis on the word “tasted” 
in this passage.  In this understanding, the word “tasted” means that the gift was 5

sampled but not consumed or experienced. However, the writer used the exact 
same word in Hebrews 2:9 when they said, “But we see Jesus, who was made a 
little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.”  In both 
places, Vincent defines tasted as consciously partaken of or eaten. Similarly, 
Strongs defines the word “taste” to mean “to eat or to experience.”  An alternative 6

source defines “taste” as meaning “to experience, probably focusing on personal 
involvement.”  In order to be consistent, the word taste must mean experience, or 7

we must say that Christ did not really experience death. 
 I propose that this passage is talking about born-again believers for several 
reasons. The first reason is context. The book of Hebrews was written to Jewish 
Christians who were on the verge of going back into Judaism. Over and over, the 
writer tells them that Christ is superior to all of the ritual and legalism of 
Judaism. In Hebrews 1:4-14, Jesus is superior to the angels. In Hebrews 2:16-18, 
Jesus is superior to Abraham. In Hebrews 3:1-6, Jesus is superior to Moses. In 
Hebrews 5, Jesus is a superior priest to Aaron. Over and over, the writer warns of 
the danger of turning back or abandoning their faith and being finally lost.  

Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we 
have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 

—Hebrews 2:1 

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first 
began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that 
heard him… 

—Hebrews 2:3 

 Marvin R. Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament (New York: Scribners, 1887), e-book.5

 James Strong, Strong’s Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary (Austin: WORDsearch Corp., 2007).6

 J.P. Louw and E.A. Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains 7

(New York: United Biblical Societies, 1996).
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But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold 
fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 
Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in 
the wilderness… 

—Hebrews 3:6-8 

Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, 
in departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is 
called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our 
confidence stedfast unto the end; while it is said, To day if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. 

—Hebrews 3:12-15 

Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the 
same example of unbelief. 

—Hebrews 4:11 

Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye 
are dull of hearing. 

—Hebrews 5:11 

 The second is that there are many other passages of Scripture support this 
view and that it is consistent with the whole of scripture. 

Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall… 

—2 Peter 1:10 

For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than 
the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way 
of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy 
commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened unto them 
according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; 
and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. 

—2 Peter 2:20-22 

And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all 
Judah and Benjamin; the LORD is with you, while ye be with him; and if 
ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake 
you. 

—2 Chronicles 15:2 
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I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in 
me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth 
fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean 
through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; 
no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast 
forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them 
into the fire, and they are burned. 

—John 15:1-6 

 A third reason that I will offer is that if a believer could not be lost after he 
was saved, Paul’s writings would be absurd.  He warned the Corinthian believer 8

to “take heed lest he fall” (I Corinthians 10:12). He told Timothy that “some 
would depart from the faith” (1 Timothy 4:1). He also mentioned those who are 
“reprobates concerning the faith” in (2 Timothy 3:8). Look at the prayer Jude 
prayed in vv. 24 as he praises “Him that is able to keep you from falling,” after 
admonishing those believers to “keep yourselves in the love of God.”  Such a 
prayer would be absurd if it were not possible for a believer to fall. 
 It is clear to me that this writer is writing to saved individuals warning 
them of the danger of abandoning the salvation that they have accepted by 
repentant faith and going back into the practice of Judaism. The warning is so 
severe that there is no remedy for such persons. 
 These persons possess some of the marks of salvation: who were once 
enlightened, have tasted of the heavenly gift,  were made partakers of the Holy 
Ghost, have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the world to come. I 
would argue the passage infers that they had experienced biblical repentance 
(because it says it was impossible for them to renew again unto repentance). 
 If they turn back to Judaism after having experienced the power of 
salvation, there is no hope.  
 What can I take away from this passage? There is a very real possibility for 
a person who has been reconciled to go back into a state of unbelief and be lost 
without remedy. 
 These Jewish believers have been warned that if they turn from the gospel 
that they have received by faith back to Judaism that their turning will be final 
and without remedy. Why? Hebrews 6:6 says, “If they shall fall away, to renew 
them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh, and put him to an open shame.” 
 It is imperative to understand the value of the sacrifice that was made for 
sin. Christ, who is superior to the whole of Judaism, became the propitiation for 
our sins, literally taking our sin upon himself and bearing them in His body on 
the cross. For a person to place their faith in the Gospel believing that Christ paid 

 J.D. O’Donnell, Free Will Baptist Doctrines (Nashville: Randall House, 1975).8
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the debt of their sin and then to turn from it is to drag the precious name of Jesus 
through the mud. It would be making a mockery of the sacrifice of Himself. 
 The writer also gives a very good illustration of those who go back to 
unbelief in Hebrews 3. He reminds these believers of the Jews who had been 
delivered from Egypt and had watched as God provided for them for 40 years in 
the wilderness. Keep in mind that they had witnessed all of the miracles that God 
had performed on their behalf. They had seen the mountain smoke and witnessed 
the thunder and lightning as Moses went up to commune with God. But every one 
of them died, with the exception of Joshua and Caleb, not entering the promised 
land. Why? Verse 19 tells us that it was because of their unbelief. 

The Importance of Perseverance 
 The doctrine of unconditional eternal security, a belief that no matter how 
a person lives after they profess Christ they are alright, is inconsistent with the 
book of Hebrews. R.C. Sproul noted that we have come to a point in our society 
where the only thing a person has to do to get to Heaven is to die.  Our culture is 9

permeated with this universalist ideal that all good people go to Heaven. There is 
nothing that could be further from the truth.  
 In order for a person to be finally saved he must die in Christ. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. Marvel not at this: 
for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear 
his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation. 

—John 5:24-25, 28-29 

And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that 
they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them. 

—Revelation 14:13 

 Ligioner Ministries, “The Fall of a Believer by R.C. Sproul,” https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/fall-9

believer/
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But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of 
the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then 
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. 

—1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 

 The Bible is clear:  10

Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye 
shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. And then shall many be 
offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. And 
many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. And because 
iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that shall 
endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

—Matthew 24:9-13 

Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide 
in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 
abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye 
are the branches: he that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in 
me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, 
and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 

—John 15:3-6 

Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in 
the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God. 

—Acts 14:22 

 Orville Nave, Nave’s Topical Bible: A Digest of The Holy Scriptures (New York Topical Bible Publishing 10

Co., 1896), e-book.
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And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled. In the body of his flesh 
through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable 
in his sight: if ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not 
moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and 
which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I 
Paul am made a minister… 

—Colossians 1:21-23 

 Let me leave you with this challenge from 2 Peter 1:4-11: 

Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that 
by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world through lust. And beside this, giving all 
diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to 
knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience 
godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness 
charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye 
shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, 
and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the 
rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: 
for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: for so an entrance shall be 
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 It is easy to pull a verse of scripture out of context in order to make it say 
what you want it to. However, when you allow the context of the whole to guide 
your study, you will find that the word of God never contradicts itself, and it 
always serves the purpose for which it was intended. It reveals to us the person of 
God in such a way that we can know Him and walk humbly with Him. 
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