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About Pillars 
 Pillars is a serious get-together for Christians who are committed to applying 
what we believe about God to everyday life within the context of the church.  
 A pillar, or column, is defined as, “an upright shaft or structure, of stone, brick, or 
other material, relatively slender in proportion to its height, and of any shape in section, 
used as a building support, or standing alone, as for a monument.” We have taken the 
pillar as a symbol of what we would like to do. It is our desire that this get-together will 
provide a forum where we can learn, interact, and encourage one another about the 
pressing needs of our culture and our churches in light of the Christian faith.  
 Pillars is for everyone. While we welcome ministers, deacons, and other church 
leaders, we invite laymen and laywomen to join with us as well. We are each integral to 
the body of Christ, we each must take our faith seriously, and we are each called to be 
salt and light to the world in which we live. It is our hope that Pillars will enable its 
participants to do just that. 

Pillars is sponsored by the Christian Education Division of the Arkansas Association of 
Free Will Baptists. To learn more about the division and their programs, visit 

arfwb.org/christian-education. 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Lesson One 
Who God Is 

key verse 
“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord…” —1 Peter 3:18a 

opening discussion 
A recent Gallup poll found that 9 in 10 Americans believe in God, but it seems clear that 
not all of these people believe accurately in the God of the Bible. What are some things 
that people mistakenly believe about God? 

• God is mean and enjoys punishing people. 
• God is unaffected by the world and human actions. 
• God only cares that we try to do more good than bad. 

diving in 
Unfortunately, there are a lot of misguided ideas about God in our world today, and 
there are a lot of people walking around believing that they know God when really, they 
don’t have the slightest clue who He is. Today, we’re going to talk about who God is and 
how we know what we know about Him. 

1. God’s existence is revealed through creation. 
Does anyone here connect with God through nature? How does spending time in 
creation help us learn about God? 

• reflection of His glory 
• reflection of His creativity 
• inspires awe and wonder 

One of the most basic aspects of God’s identity is His role as creator (Genesis 1). He is 
the source of the universe and everything contained in it. Creation itself expresses the 
creativity, complexity, and glory of God. Psalm 19:1-2 tells us, “The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours out speech 
and night to night reveals knowledge.” We can learn that God exists and that He is 
glorious simply by observing the world that He created. 

But that’s not all. In addition to revealing His character through the creation around us, 
God hard-wired something within each of us that points us to Himself. Ecclesiastes 3:11 
says, “He has made everything beautiful in its time  Also, He haas put eternity into 
man's heart…” Each of us is born with a deep, inner sense that God exists and that He is 
our creator. There is a longing within us that can only be satisfied by God. 
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2. God’s nature is revealed through Scripture. 
But the ultimate source of knowledge about God is, of course, His revealed word. The 
Bible includes several “I am” statements from God. What’s one that you remember 
reading? 

• “I am that I am” (Exodus 3:14). 
• “I am God, and there is no other” (Isaiah 46:9). 
• “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). 

2 Timothy 3:16 says, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching…” 
and in 2 Peter 3:18, we are called to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord…” 
What better place to start to learn about God than His word? 

In the very first verse of the Bible, we learn a fundamental truth about God: He is 
eternal. Genesis 1:1 starts with, “In the beginning, God…” God was there in the 
beginning. In fact, He existed before time itself. We serve an eternal God, and His 
eternality is an important aspect of who He is. 

Scripture also teaches us that God wants to be in relationship with us. In fact, the Bible 
is basically the story of God’s interactions with His people, starting with the creation of 
the first human beings, following the history of God’s chosen people Israel, and 
culminating in God coming into the world in the form of Jesus. Page after page, 
Scripture tells us that God loves us and wants to be in relationship with us, and that’s a 
pretty incredible truth. 

3. God exists in Trinity. 
Scripture is adamant that there is only one God. Deuteronomy 6:4 says, “The Lord our 
God, the Lord is one.” The first of the Ten Commandments is that we are to have no god 
before the one true God (Exodus 20:3). Christianity is a monotheistic religion. We 
worship only one God; that much is clear. 

However, the one God we worship exists in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
This is a divine mystery that we cannot fully understand or explain, but we know it to be 
true. Scripture affirms the doctrine of the Trinity on several occasions. All the way back 
in Genesis, the persons Trinity are portrayed as having a conversation among 
themselves concerning the creation of humanity (Genesis 1:26). And in Matthew 3, at 
the baptism of Jesus, we see Father, Son, and Holy Spirit appear together in perfect 
Trinity. 

The best ways that we’ve come up with to explain the Trinity are through analogies. 
What are some analogies you’ve used to explain the Trinity? 

• A man can be a father, a son, and a husband. 
• Water can exist as a liquid, solid (ice), or gas (steam). 
• An egg is made up of a yolk, white, and shell. 
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All of these analogies are imperfect, but they help us start to wrap our heads around the 
mystery of the Trinity. But it’s also important that we understand each of the three 
persons individually. 

Father: Paternity 
We often refer to God as our heavenly Father. Jesus addressed Him this way during His 
time on earth. The Father is one person of the Trinity. The relationship between father 
and son is marked by reciprocal love and respect. There isn’t a bond deeper and more 
intimate than that between a child and their loving parent. As our heavenly Father, God 
is responsible for our existence and our sustenance. Like any loving father, God knows 
us, loves us, and only wants the best for us. 

Son: Purchase 
Because of our sin and rebellion against God, the relationship between us and the Father 
is broken, and there’s nothing we can do to mend it. Fortunately, God loved us enough 
to send His Son to die on the cross for us. This Son, Jesus, is the second person of the 
Trinity. He came to earth as a man, lived a sinless life, suffered for a crime He did not 
commit, died, and rose again on the third day. Now, we worship our risen Savior, the 
Son of God, as the deity He is, and He sits at the right hand of the Father in heaven, 
awaiting the time He will return to earth to welcome His disciples into eternal life. 

Spirit: Presence 
And as we, too, await Jesus’ return, God has not left us alone here on earth. In John 
14:16, Jesus promised to send His followers a Comforter after He ascended into heaven. 
That Comforter is the Holy Spirit, and He dwells in the heart of each and every believer. 
He convicts, comforts, and counsels us. He enlightens, empowers, and equips believers 
with spiritual gifts to be used in the service of the Lord and His church. The Spirit works 
in us the fruit of salvation, and as we walk in step with Him, He continues to form us 
more and more into the people God created us to be. The Holy Spirit unites us with 
Christ and with our brothers and sisters in the church all over the world. He is the 
presence of God in the lives of believers, and He is the third member of the Trinity. 

Of course, there is so much more to who God is than what we’ve covered today. In fact, 
these are just a few of the basics of God’s identity, but it’s important that we understand 
the fundamentals of who God is as we seek to know Him better. 

going forward 
Let’s review: How do we learn about who God is? 

• creation 
• Scripture 
• entering into a relationship with Him 

What is the Trinity, and how does each person of the Trinity function in our lives? 
• Father: paternity 
• Son: purchase 
• Holy Spirit: presence 
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Why is it important for us to understand who God is? 
• You cannot build a relationship with someone you do not know. 
• It is too easy to fall into the trap of false beliefs about God. 
• God wants to know us and to be known by us in a loving relationship. 

As we seek to know God better, how do we ensure that we and those around us are not 
falling into the trap of believing mistaken ideas about Him? 

• Always turn to Scripture for clarity. 
• Maintain a strong, consistent prayer life. 
• Seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance on all matters. 
• Remain involved in the community of the church and share with others what 

you learn about God. 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Lesson One 
Who God Is 

key verse 
“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord…” —1 Peter 3:18a 

diving in 
1. God’s existence is revealed through _______________. 

2. God’s nature is revealed through  _______________. 

3. God exists in  _______________. 

 Father:   _______________ 

 Son:   _______________ 

 Spirit:   _______________ 

going forward 
Why is it important for us to understand who God is? 

As we seek to know God better, how do we ensure that we and those around us are not 
falling into the trap of believing mistaken ideas about Him? 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Lesson Two 
Our Accountability to God 

key verse 
“So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” —Romans 14:12 

opening story (can be adapted to fit different age groups) 
Picture this: You wake up one morning and realize that you slept in and are now 
running late for work. Frantically, you brush your teeth, make yourself look presentable, 
and dash to your car. As you’re speeding through traffic, weaving your way around other 
drivers who don’t seem to be in as much of a rush as you are, you suddenly hear sirens 
and see flashing blue lights in your rearview mirror. You pull off to the side of the road, 
roll your window down, and, after presenting your license and registration, hear the 
officer say, “I pulled you over because you were driving 72 miles per hour in a 50 mph 
zone.” What’s going to happen to you next? 

• speeding ticket, aggressive driving class, loss of license 
• reprimand from boss for being late, missed promotion, loss of income 

establishing the concepts 
Basically, you’re going to be held accountable. And that’s the topic of today’s lesson: 
accountability. What is accountability? 

• having your actions recognized and evaluated (“counted”) 
• suffering consequences 
• being held responsible for your actions 

Basically, being accountable for something mens taking responsibility for it. What are 
we accountable for? 

• our actions 
• the results of our actions 
• our thoughts and intentions 
• what we do with the resources God has blessed us with 

Accountability implies that there is someone on the other end keeping us accountable. 
Who do we consider ourselves accountable to? 

• families (especially parents and spouses) 
• employers 
• the government 
• brothers and sisters in Christ (e.g., accountability groups) 
• God 

diving in 
Today, we’re going to look at the reasons we should consider ourselves accountable to 
God. As our key verse states, each and every one of us is going to one day give account to 
God. But there are those, and there may even be some in this room, who do not think 
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they are accountable to God for what they do. Maybe they don’t believe in God, or maybe 
they don’t think God cares what they do, or maybe they think that they can get by simply 
trying to do more good than bad, but ultimately, it doesn’t matter. God holds each and 
every one of us accountable for our actions, and this is right. It’s important for us to 
know why. 

1. We are accountable to God because He created us. 
One of the groups of people we said we are accountable to is our parents. Why is it that 
when we did something wrong growing up, it was our parents who held us accountable? 
Why did we think of ourselves as accountable to them? 

• They made us. 
• They took care of us. 
• They taught us right from wrong. 

Our accountability to God is rooted in some of the very same causes, only deeper. 
Genesis 1:26-28 tells us that God is the one who created us. We owe our very existence 
to Him. If you were to create something, whether it be a computer program, a machine, 
or a work of art, you would expect it to function a certain way, right? And you have a 
right to expect that because you’re the one who brought that thing into being. The 
creation is always accountable to its creator, and thus we are accountable to God. 

But God’s role as creator extends even beyond that. The Bible also tells us that He is the 
sustainer of His creation (Hebrews 1:3). We depend on Him every single day to provide 
the very air that we breath. Without God’s continual sustaining of creation, we wouldn’t 
be able to continue to live. And just like we were accountable to our parents because 
they provided and cared for us, we’re also accountable to God for sustaining us. 

2. We’re accountable to God because He is righteous. 
What does it mean for someone to be considered “good”? 

• nice 
• generous 
• selfless 

We tend to think of goodness as a relative term, a way of measuring how a person treats 
others. But this standard for goodness is flawed. The only accurate way to measure 
goodness is to compare ourselves to God, and God’s standard is perfection. Compared to 
Him, our very best attempts at righteousness look like filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). God 
alone is perfectly righteous, and this gives Him the unique right to judge us on our own 
righteousness. 

And God’s righteousness demands perfection of us. The Bible is clear that God will not 
allow sin to go unpunished (Nahum 1:2-3). Even though we may consider ourselves 
good people by the world’s standards, none of us is perfect. We’ve each messed up at one 
point or another, and that makes us imperfect, unrighteous, and therefore accountable 
to the perfect and righteous God of the universe. But thankfully, that’s not the end of the 
story. 
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3. We’re accountable to God because He loves us. 
If you were being tried in court for a crime, who would you want judging you: a 
hardened, legalistic judge you’ve never met before or a family friend you know and 
trust? Why? 

• They care for you. 
• They want what’s best for you. 
• They just might show you mercy. 

The truth is that we don't want to be held accountable by people who don’t love us. 
Accountability requires a certain level of trust, and that trust can’t be formed outside of 
a loving relationship. Fortunately, we don’t have to worry about that when it comes to 
being held accountable by God. 1 John 4:8 tells us that God is love. God’s love is His 
defining characteristic, and this makes Him all the more qualified to hold us 
accountable. 

The most clear portrayal of God’s love in all of history took place on the cross. We all 
know John 3:16, which says, “For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
That’s the truest love there is. No one on earth could ever love us as deeply, as 
profoundly, and as sacrificially as God loves us. Because He loves us, He wants what is 
best for us, and that means He has to hold us accountable when we do wrong so that He 
can show us the right way. 

going forward 
Let’s review: Why are we accountable to God? 

• He created us. 
• He is righteous. 
• He loves us. 

Why is it important to recognize that we are accountable to God? 
• It gives God the glory He deserves. 
• It’s necessary in order to start a relationship with Him. 
• It’s necessary in order to live the life He calls us to. 

What do we do once we recognize our accountability before God? 
• non-Christians: accept salvation 
• Christians: humble ourselves before God, confess our sins, seek to follow His 

direction even more faithfully 

How can we as a community do a better job of holding one another accountable to do 
the things God calls us to do? 

• mutual love and non-judgment 
• a culture of honesty and vulnerability 
• a shared commitment to keeping ourselves accountable to God  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Lesson Two 
Our Accountability to God 

key verse 
“So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” —Romans 14:12 

establishing the concepts 
What is accountability? 

What are we accountable for? 

Who do we consider ourselves accountable to? 

diving in 
1. We are accountable to God because ________________________. 

2. We’re accountable to God because ________________________. 

3. We’re accountable to God because ________________________. 

going forward 
Why is it important to recognize that we are accountable to God? 

What do we do once we recognize our accountability before God? 

How can we as a community do a better job of holding one another accountable to do 
the things God calls us to do? 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Lesson Three 
God’s Uniqueness 

key verses 
“I am the Lord, and there is no other.” —Isaiah 45:18b 

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me.” —John 14:6 

establishing the concepts 
We live in an increasingly pluralistic society. How do you define pluralism? 

• the presence of people from all different ethnicities, backgrounds, and 
worldviews converging in one place 

• the recognition of multiple voices on issues 
• the need for people with vastly different viewpoints to find common ground 

and peacefully coexist 

How does this pluralism play out in the realms of faith and religion? 
• religious diversity; many different faiths to choose from (Christianity, 

Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Universalism, atheism, etc.) 
• difficulty distinguishing between different faith systems and finding out 

which is true 
• potentially coming to the conclusion that all religions lead to God (“All roads 

lead to the top of the mountain.”) 

Religious pluralism can often lead people to question or even completely throw out any 
and all exclusivity claims. What is an exclusivity claim? 

• the belief in objective truth (e.g., 1 + 1 = 2) 
• the belief that one’s faith is the one true way to God 
• a rejection of the idea that all faith systems are true or that different truths 

apply to different people 

diving in 
One way this relativistic pluralism often plays out is in the conflation of the God of the 
Bible with the god of Islam. Christians read the Bible and worship the God of the Bible, 
Yahweh; Muslims, on the other hand, read the Quran and worship the god of the Quran, 
Allah (the Arabic equivalent of the English word “God”). But there are those in the 
church, in the Muslim faith, and in the world who claim that Muslims and Christians 
worship the same God. This is a mistaken idea rooted in the dark side of pluralism, and 
it’s important for us as Christians to understand what makes our God unique from all 
others, including the Muslim god Allah. 
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1. God is unique because He is relational. 
What are some of the ways that God has related to His people throughout history? 

• walking with Adam and Eve in the garden (Genesis 1) 
• communicating His word through the prophets 
• allowing His people to pray to Him 

God is constantly described in the Bible using relational terms. Father. Husband. 
Friend. He reveals Himself by His name, Yahweh. He wants to be in relationship with 
His people. In fact, that’s what being a Christian is all about: forming and maintaining a 
relationship with God. And the Bible promises that in our eternal home, God will be 
present with us (Revelation 21:3). 

Allah, on the other hand, is not portrayed as relational in the Quran. Muslims oblige, or 
submit, themselves to Allah, but they do not seek a close relationship with him. In fact, 
the only relationship established between humans and Allah is that of master and 
servant. Whereas Jesus called His disciples friends and sought intimacy with them, 
Allah expresses no such concern for relating with his people. 

2. God is unique because He is triune. 
What is the Trinity, and how do we try to describe it? 

• God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
• one God in three persons with a single essence; no separation or confusion 

between the three 
• common (but imperfect) metaphors: water, an egg, shamrock 

There is no way for us to fully understand or express the doctrine of the Trinity, but 
Scripture makes it clear that God exists in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Jesus tells us in John 10:30, “I and the Father are one.” Belief in the divinity of Christ, a 
basic tenant of the Christian faith, requires belief in the Trinity and vice versa. 

The Muslim faith, on the other hand, is so concerned with the oneness of God that it 
denies the Trinity. The Quran says in Sura (chapter) 5:73, “Certainly they disbelieve who 
say: Surely Allah is the third (person) of the three; and there is no god but the one 
Allah…” For Muslims, the concept of Jesus and the Holy Spirit being God is 
blasphemous and therefore rejected. 

The doctrine of the Trinity points back to God’s relational nature. For all eternity, even 
before creation, the persons of the Godhead were in perfect relationship with one 
another. The same cannot be said of Allah because, according to the Quran, Allah does 
not exist in three persons, but only one. 
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3. God is unique because He is knowable. 
What does it mean to truly know someone? 

• You learn facts about them (their history, family likes and dislikes, etc.). 
• They reveal their true selves (their deep desires, what they feel makes them 

who they are, their secrets, etc.) to you. 
• You reveal your true self in return. 

A part of God’s relational nature is His desire to know His people and to be known by 
them. But we cannot know God on our own. He has to reveal Himself to us. He started 
this by revealing His name, Yahweh or “I am,” to Moses (Exodus 3:14). He continues to 
reveal Himself through His word. And of course, He made the ultimate revelation of 
who He is by coming into the world Himself through Jesus Christ (John 14:9). God has 
gone to great lengths to make Himself known to His people. 

Allah is a different story. According to the Muslim faith, Allah’s essence cannot be 
known, only his will. In fact, Quranic history claims that Allah did not even 
communicate directly with his prophet Muhammad, choosing instead to use the angel 
Gabriel as an intermediary. Allah does not reveal himself directly to his people, and thus 
he is unknown and unknowable according to the Muslim faith. This is the exact opposite 
of the God of the Bible, who not only allows Himself to be known, but actually desires to 
be known by His people. 

4. God is unique because He is loving. 
1 John 4:16 tells us, “God is love.” What do we mean when we say that God is love? How 
does this affect the way we relate to Him? 

• God has a deep love for his creation, especially human beings. 
• God’s primary characteristic is love. 
• We can enter into a loving relationship with God and trust that He loves us 

no matter what we do or what situation we may find ourselves in. 

Again, God’s love goes back to His relational nature. He wants to have a deep, even 
vulnerable, relationship with his creation, and such a relationship requires love. God 
loves us even though we don’t deserve it. He loves us even when we don’t express love 
for Him. He loves us so much that He was willing to come into the world and die for us. 
That’s the greatest love anyone could ever have. 

The same cannot be said of Allah. In fact, most of uses of the word “love” in the Quran 
are negative, indicating the people and things that Allah does not love. There is no verse 
in the Quran that says, “Allah is love.” Instead, the book depicts him as self-sufficient. 
This makes sense, seeing as Allah is not relational by nature. 

In contrast, our God is described as having loved us first, loving us enough to take the 
first step towards us. The parable of the prodigal son in Luke 15 is a beautiful portrayal 
of just how much God loves us and how far He is willing to go in order to express His 
love for us. The Quran includes no such story. 
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5. God is unique because He is acquainted with suffering. 
By coming to Earth as a human being, living among us in our broken world, and 
wrongfully being killed on the cross, Jesus learned what it is to suffer. Isaiah 53:4 says of 
Jesus, “Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.” What does it mean for 
us that we worship a God who has experienced suffering in the same way we do? 

• We know how deeply we are loved because of the depths of suffering Jesus 
went through for us. 

• We never go through anything that God cannot relate to. 
• We are never alone. 

Our sin separated us from God, and this grieved Him so much that He was willing to 
make the ultimate sacrifice. He became a man, suffered, and died so that we could enter 
into a relationship with Him. The suffering Jesus endured for our sake was real, and 
because of it, God Himself knows what suffering is like. 

Allah is not a god who suffers. He becomes angry at sin, but he does not intervene and 
suffer in order to deal with it. According to Quranic theology, every person is 
responsible for carrying his or her own sin. No one can bear it for them, certainly not 
Allah. 

For the God of the Bible, love, suffering, judgment, and forgiveness are all inseparably 
linked. The God of the Bible is a God who is relational, who is love, and whose love for 
the sinner saw Him willing to pay the price of the cross, even though it caused Him to 
suffer. His willingness to suffer for the sake of His creation is unimaginable to the 
human mind, and it sets Him apart from all the other gods, including the god of Islam. 

going forward 
Let’s review: What sets the God of the Bible apart from the god of the Quran? 

• He is relational. 
• He is triune. 
• He is knowable. 
• He is loving. 
• He is acquainted with suffering. 

Why is it important to understand the attributes of God that make Him unique? 
• It helps us fight the temptation of giving in to relativistic pluralism. 
• It gives us the ability to share the truth of God’s uniqueness with others. 
• It offers us ever more reasons to praise Him and give him glory. 

How can we faithfully and respectfully communicate the uniqueness of our God to 
others in a pluralistic society? 

• We have to be informed about what the Bible says, what other faith traditions 
say, and how they differ. 

• We have to stand firm in our belief that God is unique from other gods. 
• We have to share God’s unique love with others in the way we interact with 

them. 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Lesson Three 
God’s Uniqueness 

key verses 
“I am the Lord, and there is no other.” —Isaiah 45:18b 

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me.” —John 14:6 

establishing the concepts 
How do you define pluralism? 

How does this pluralism play out in the realms of faith and religion? 

What is an exclusivity claim? 

diving in 
1. God is unique because _________________________. 

2. God is unique because  _________________________. 

3. God is unique because  _________________________. 

4. God is unique because  _________________________. 

5. God is unique because  _________________________. 

going forward 
Why is it important to understand the attributes of God that make Him unique? 

How do we faithfully and respectfully communicate the uniqueness of our God to others 
in a pluralistic society? 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Lesson Four 
God’s Relevance in Our Lives 

key verse 
"But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” —Hebrews 11:6 

opening discussion 
What are some fashion trends that you used to embrace? 

Would you wear those trends now? Why or why not? 
• potential embarrassment 
• desire to avoid looking old 
• could come off as “living in the past” 

establishing the concepts 
The reason you wouldn’t want to wear those trends anymore is that they’ve become 
irrelevant. What does it mean for something to be relevant? 

• pertinent 
• bearing upon or connected with the matter at hand 
• having an influence on one’s life 

What are some things that you would consider relevant to your life? 
• family and friends 
• job 
• social and political trends 
• God 

Would you say that most people consider God to be relevant to their everyday lives? 
• nonbelievers: probably not 
• some believers: peripherally 

diving in 
The truth is that God is relevant to each of our lives whether we recognize it or not, and 
whether we want Him to be relevant or not. We know from both nature and Scripture 
that God exists and that He exerts control over the world. It is impossible for us to 
escape God and His relevance, though many try to do so. As believers, it’s important for 
us to understand why and how God matters to us in our everyday lives. 

1. material relevance 
Would you consider Steve Jobs relevant to Apple? Or Bill Gates relevant to Microsoft? 
Or Mark Zuckerburg relevant to Facebook? Why? 

• They each created their companies. 
• They formed the companies into what they are today. 
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God’s relevance in our lives is seen in His creating and sustaining. Genesis 1 tells us of 
the creation of the universe. God, using nothing more than His spoken words, made the 
sun, stars, planets, and everything in them out of nothing (ex nihilo). Nothing in our 
world would exist without God. 

And not only did God create the world; He also sustains it. Hebrews 1:3 tells us that 
Jesus upholds all things with His power. Without God, we wouldn’t have air to breathe, 
or the sun’s light to keep us warm, or the ability to move and work. The only thing 
holding the world together and keeping each of us alive is the power of God, and that 
makes Him very relevant to us on a second-by-second basis. 

2. merciful relevance 
Think of a time in your life when someone, maybe a friend or even a stranger, showed 
you mercy for absolutely no reason. You messed up, you deserved to be punished, and 
yet, you weren’t. What did that feel like? How did that affect your life? 

• a sense of gratitude 
• possibly feeling like you owe that person something 
• Your life would be different in some important way if that person had not 

showed you mercy. 

God’s relevance in our lives is seen in His promise to ransom, redeem, and reconcile. 
Ever since Adam and Eve rebelled against God (Genesis 3), humanity has been plagued 
by sin and the spiritual death that comes with it. Each of us has sinned at some point in 
our lives, thus separating ourselves from God. And we cannot save ourselves from our 
sinful state. Our sin demands to be punished, and for us, that means an eternity in hell. 

But thankfully, God made a way for us to be saved. He gave his Son, Jesus, who takes 
away the sins of the world (John 1:36). Through His suffering, innocent death, and 
resurrection, Jesus took our punishment for us and overcame sin and death in the 
process. This act of mercy paved the way for us to be saved from our sin and reconciled 
to God, and this is yet another way that God is relevant to our lives. 

3. moral relevance 
How do we know the difference between right and wrong? 

• how we’re raised 
• how our actions affect others 
• God and His word 

God’s relevance in our lives shows us how to live: right and wrong, and their 
consequences. From the beginning of time, God ingrained in humanity a sense of 
morality (Romans 1:18-20). But sin has corrupted that sense of morality and led us 
astray. We are no longer able on our own to determine right from wrong. Often, what 
seems like a good idea to us at one time turns out to be catastrophic once it’s all been 
said and done. We cannot rely on ourselves to be our own moral compasses. 
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And that’s where God comes in. The very definition of morality is simply obedience to 
God and His word. It consists of two parts: doing what God tells us to do and not doing 
what God tells us not to do. It may seem simple, but that is the basis of morality 
according to God’s standards. If we were to each live out this moral standard, we would 
exist in perfect harmony with one another. But of course, we’re not perfect, so we can’t 
live perfectly moral lives. Regardless, our only way of knowing right from wrong is by 
turning to God because He sets the standard for morality, and that makes Him relevant 
to the way we live. 

4. miraculous relevance 
What is your favorite miracle story from the Bible, and why? Do you believe that 
miracles still happen today? 

• God has always been in the business of miracles. 
• When God intervenes and breaks the laws of nature, He always has a purpose 

for it. 
• As we will see, God is still performing miracles today. 

We love to read about the miracles God has performed throughout history. The parting 
of the Red Sea (Exodus 14). God’s provision in the midst of drought (1 Kings 17:8-16). 
The blind receiving their sight (Joh 9:1-25). The list goes on and on. Though some doubt 
that the laws of nature can be broken, we know that God sometimes intervenes in the 
world in miraculous ways, and we delight in it. 

Those who question whether or not miracles still happen today are overlooking the 
greatest miracle of all time: the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Although we 
think of this miracle in phases, it’s really all one big miracle in which God broke into the 
world, broke almost every law of nature that we know of, and ultimately broke the 
bondage of sin and death. This miracle impacts our lives not only when we ourselves 
become saved, but each and every time a new member is added to the family of God. 
God’s relevance in our lives was on full display in His incarnation, crucifixion, and 
resurrection, and it reappears each and every time we gain a new brother or sister in 
Christ. 

5. mediatorial relevance 
 Why do we need lawyers? What role do they play in the legal system? 

• They understand the complexities of our laws. 
• They communicate the law to their clients. 
• They intervene for their clients before judges and argue on their clients’ 

behalf. 

Just as lawyers intervene for those they represent, Jesus intervenes for us. He stands in 
heaven’s courtroom as our representative before the Father. When we confess our sins 
and ask Him to become our Lord, He is the one who asks the Father to wipe our sins off 
the record. And when we inevitably stumble, He again goes before the Father and 
intervenes on our behalf. 
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The truth is that we aren’t qualified to represent ourselves before God. We’re sinful and 
imperfect. We need someone to stand before God and argue our case for us, and Jesus, 
being the only perfect human being, is the only one qualified to do so. Thankfully, when 
we accept Him as our Lord, He does just that, and He continues to mediate for us even 
now. God’s relevance in our lives remains as Jesus Christ intercedes on our behalf with 
the Father. 

going forward 
Let’s review: In what ways is God relevant in our lives? 

• material relevance 
• merciful relevance 
• moral relevance 
• miraculous relevance 
• mediatorial relevance 

Can you think of any other ways that you’ve recognized God’s relevance in your life? 

Now that we recognize God’s relevance in our lives, what impact does it have? 
• gratitude for the ways He influences our lives every day 
• commitment to living according to His moral standards 
• recognition of His constant presence in our lives 

How do we communicate to others the relevance of God in our lives? 
• practicing a conduct of love 
• being intentional about telling others what God is doing in our lives 
• forming our schedules and priorities around God’s schedule and priorities 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Lesson Four 
God’s Relevance in Our Lives 

key verse 
"But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” —Hebrews 11:6 

establishing the concepts 
What does it mean for something to be relevant? 

What are some things that you would consider relevant to your life? 

Would you say that most people consider God to be relevant to their everyday lives? 

diving in 

1. ____________ relevance 

2. ____________ relevance 

3. ____________ relevance 

4. ____________ relevance 

5. ____________ relevance 

going forward 
Can you think of any other ways that you’ve recognized God’s relevance in your life? 

Now that we recognize God’s relevance in our lives, what impact does it have? 

How do we communicate to others the relevance of God in our lives? 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Who Is God? 
by Scott Warren 

 Without a doubt, there are many cultural trends at which we can—and perhaps 
should—be dismayed. A cursory look at the headlines reveals that ours is a society adrift 
from any sort of spiritual mooring. It is tempting to read or hear the news these days 
and walk away anxious and depressed, but the news is not all bad. A recent Gallup poll 
reveals that, “[approximately] nine in 10 Americans say they believe in God.”  That 1

number is down slightly from surveys done in previous years, but it is nonetheless 
encouraging to think that a vast majority of the population professes belief in God. 

The Problem 
 The problem is that if you asked those nine individuals who claim to believe in 
God to describe Him, you may very well be met with nine very different responses. An 
honest assessment of history clearly tells us that ours is a nation founded on a belief in 
God, and until the Supreme Court ruled in 1963 that it violated the First Amendment by 
constituting an establishment of religion, the Bible was read in public schools. So there 
may have been a time in our country when the majority of the general population 
possessed at least a basic understanding of who God is, but unfortunately, that day (if it 
ever existed) is now long gone. Our culture may by and large believe in God, but sadly, it 
is a belief that is tragically uninformed. Or maybe “misinformed” would be a more 
accurate description.  
 While all of our societal woes may not necessarily have their genesis in the 
Supreme Court’s ruling, there can be no doubt that our collective knowledge of God—
and, consequently, our reverence for Him—has waned a great deal over the last fifty 
years or so. Today, the average person’s concept of God may really be nothing more than 
an amalgamation of myth, invention, and human ego. 
 In a YouTube video that has been posted, removed, and reposted several times, 
Oprah Winfrey chastises a member of her audience who dares to claim that there is only 
one God and only one way to Him. Instead, Oprah counters that claim with one of her 
own: that with the billions of people who live in the world, there cannot possibly be only 
one God and only one way to approach Him. Instead, there must be, she suggests, 
millions of paths. And many in the audience express their agreement with her position. 
That video is really a microcosm of our society. As we engage the culture, we cannot 
assume that a person professing to believe in something that he or she calls God really 
knows and believes in the one true God. We may speak the same language, but when it 
comes to theology, we often carry a different dictionary. 
 And lest we think this is just a cultural problem, we should understand that this 
reimagined god has all too often found his way into the church. This is one reason why, 
generally speaking, the church is so spiritually weak. 
 As church leaders, we can do one of two things with the scenario in which we find 
ourselves. (1) We can sit around, wring our hands, and pine for days gone by. If we 

 Gallup. Most Americans Still Believe in God. 2016. http://www.gallup.com/poll/193271/americans-1

believe-god.aspx
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choose this path we send a clear message to those around us that there is no hope for 
change, and the problem will most certainly worsen. Or (2) we can see our situation for 
what it is: an opportunity to introduce people, both in the world and in our churches, to 
God as He really is, and we can extend to them the invitation to know Him personally, 
love Him deeply, and serve Him passionately. I hope we will choose the latter. 

The Authoritative Source 
 But where do we begin? The people God has brought into our sphere of influence 
need more than our opinions and ideas about who He is. They need more than just our 
personal experiences and anecdotes. They get plenty of those from the world. They need 
something more authoritative. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV) says, “All Scripture is breathed 
out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 
And 2 Peter 3:18 calls us to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord…” We come to 
know who God really is—to grow in our knowledge of Him best—through His revelation 
of Himself to us through the pages of Scripture. Our understanding of who God is must 
be rooted in His word, and His word must form the foundation of how and what we 
teach others about who He is. 
 So, who is God? There is no way that we, with these few words, will be able to 
completely describe and understand just who God is, but it is a task worthy of our best 
effort. The goal here is that we at least begin to understand who He is, but it must not 
end here with just an exercise in intellect. As we begin to understand who God is, we 
must bring that understanding of His character and His power to bear on our lives in 
practical ways. Our understanding of and acquaintance with God must result in 
obedience. The other three papers will deal with that, but first, let us begin to answer the 
all-important question: Who is God? 

God Revealed in Creation 
 As the previously mentioned Gallup poll indicates, most people do not need to be 
convinced that God exists. Perhaps we can attribute the fact that roughly 90% of the 
population claims a belief in God to the fact that God has so clearly revealed Himself to 
us through creation. 
 Genesis 1 reminds us that, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth,” and Psalm 19:1-2 declares, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky 
above proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours out speech and night to night reveals 
knowledge.” Paul wrote in Romans 1:20, “For his (God’s) invisible attributes, namely, 
His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation 
of the world, in the things that have been made. So they (men) are without excuse.” 
 None of this happened by accident. The creation has a cause: a divine, infinitely 
powerful and imaginative Creator. Wayne Grudem explains that the “various parts of 
the created world suggest to us that in one sense everything that exists gives evidence of 
God’s existence. For those who have eyes to see and evaluate the evidence correctly, 
every leaf on every tree, every blade of grass, every star in the sky, and every other part 
of creation all cry out continuously, ‘God made me! God made me! God made me!’”  2

 W. Grudem. Systematic theology: an introduction to Biblical doctrine. Leicester: Inter-Varsity, 2007.2
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 In addition to revealing His character through the creation around us, God hard-
wired something within each of us that points us to Himself. Ecclesiastes 3:11 begins this 
way: “He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, He has put eternity into man's 
heart…” Each of us is born with a deep, inner sense that God exists and that He is our 
Creator. There is a longing within us that can only be satisfied by God. 

God Revealed in His Word 
 The first characteristic God reveals to us about Himself in the pages of Scripture 
is His eternality. Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth.” The beginning refers to the origin of the universe, and God is its cause. He was 
there before the world began. Psalm 90 records a prayer of Moses, and he declares in 
verse 2, “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth 
and the world, from everlasting to everlasting You are God.” The fact that God is eternal 
may seem to be a given—a point that is universally understood and accepted—but that is 
not the case. 
 If you talk to a person with a background in Mormonism, you may find it very 
easy to visit with him or her about spiritual issues. That person will likely be quick to 
express belief in God, eager to tell you about their love for Him, their faith in Him, and 
their dedication to Him. You may walk away from that encounter thinking the two of 
you were “on the same page” theologically. But the god of Mormonism is most assuredly 
not the same as the God of biblical Christianity. 
 Lorenzo Snow, the president of the Mormon Church from 1898 to 1901, taught 
that God is nothing more than a mere mortal who “through a continual course of 
progression… has received exaltation and glory and he points us out the same path…” 
Snow asserted that it was made known to him through divine revelation that man might 
obtain deification through his own righteous deeds, just as his heavenly Father had 
done. He claimed, “I formed the following couplet which expresses the revelation, as it 
was shown me: 

As man now is, God once was: 
As God now is, man may be.”  3

 This is but one example that reminds us of the pluralistic nature of our world 
today. The words may sound the same, but they often carry very different meanings. We 
must do the hard work of getting at the heart of what people in our churches and our 
communities mean when they say, “I believe in God,” and we have to be both bold and 
loving in correcting the misinformed by steering them back to the authoritative source 
of truth. 

One God… 
 Another important characteristic God reveals to us about Himself through 
Scripture is that He alone is God. The Bible teaches us that from all eternity, in 

 Lorenzo Snow. “Chapter 5: The Grand Destiny of the Faithful.” Teachings of the Presidents of the 3

Church. 2011. https://www.lds.org/manual/teachings-of-presidents-of-the-church-lorenzo-snow/
chapter-5-the-grand-destiny-of-the-faithful?lang=eng#9-36787_000_05
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everything that exists, there is only one God. Deuteronomy 6:4 says, “The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one.” David was praying in 2 Samuel 7 when he said in verse 22, “You are 
great, oh Lord God. For there is none like You, and there is no God besides You…” In the 
New Testament, Ephesians 4:6 declares, “[There is] one God and Father of all, who is 
over all and through all and in all.” These are just a few of the many biblical references 
reminding us that there is only one true God. 
 Why is that important? If we talk again with our Mormon friend, he or she may 
talk freely about god, but to which one is he or she referring? The Pearl of Great Price, 
one of the Mormon church’s “Standard Works” (in addition to the Bible, The Book of 
Mormon, and Doctrine and Covenants), retells the creation story in the Book of 
Abraham, chapter 4. The chapter heading reads: “The Gods plan the creation of the 
world and all life thereon – Their plans for the six days of creation are set forth.” Verse 1 
then says, “And then the Lord said: Let us go down. And they went down at the 
beginning, and they, that is the Gods, organized and formed the heavens and the 
earth.”  4

 Not only does Mormon doctrine hold that mortals may become gods; it also 
teaches that multiple gods organized and formed—not created, but organized and 
formed—the heavens and the earth. Contrast that belief with God’s own testimony about 
Himself in Isaiah 42:5 and 8: “Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and 
stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath 
to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord; that is My name; My 
glory I give to no other, nor My praise to carved idols.” There is only one true God, and 
He has revealed Himself to us in His word. 

…in Three Persons 
 The most incredible thing the Bible tells us about God is that He desires to have a 
relationship with us. In fact, one of God’s primary objectives in the creation of mankind 
is that we might know Him and enjoy fellowship with Him forever. This is best 
expressed in the doctrine of the Trinity. 
 The Trinity is the Christian doctrine of God in three persons. Powell says, “God is 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit… [E]ach of these is fully the divine being; and… 
they are, in their inseparable unity, the one God.”  5

 Some might object, “How can God possibly be three and one at the same time? 
That does not make sense.” Admittedly, the doctrine of the Trinity can be difficult to 
understand and explain, but it certainly is not a contradiction. God is one God in three 
persons, not three gods. A belief in three gods is polytheism; Christianity is a 
monotheistic religion, having only one God. It just happens that this one God is fully 
expressed and understood as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 Through the years, some have tried to make the Trinity somewhat easier to grasp 
through the use of analogies. For example, one man can be a father, a son, and a 
husband. Another example is that of the egg. There are three parts to an egg: the shell, 
the white, and the yolk, but it is still one egg. While these analogies may be helpful in 

 “The Book of Abraham.” The Pearl of Great Price. https://www.lds.org/scriptures/pgp/abr/4?lang=eng4

 S. Powell. Discovering the Christian faith: An introduction to theology. Kansas City, MO: Beacon Hill 5

Press of Kansas City, 2008.
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some ways, they each have their flaws. In the analogy of one man being a father, son, 
and husband, the flaw is that the man cannot be all three of those things to any one 
person. These are just separate roles that one person fills. The flaw with the egg analogy 
is the substance of each part. While the three parts do make up one egg, this analogy 
begins to break down when we consider that each part is very different in its nature. 
These analogies may help us begin to understand the idea of the Trinity, but no analogy 
can fully explain the triune God. 
 Zacharias and Geisler offer another way of viewing the Trinity. “God is,” they 
suggest, “like one to the third power (13). 1 x 1 x 1 = 1. God is not 1 + 1 + 1 = 3.”  This 6

explanation may be a bit more accurate in helping us understand and explain the 
Trinity, but it is no substitute for Scripture. 

What does the Bible say about the Trinity? 
 Almost inevitably, when the topic of the Trinity comes up, a skeptic will chime in, 
“The Trinity is not a biblical concept. The word ‘Trinity’ never appears in the Bible.” 
That objection, however, is only half-correct. While it is true that the word “Trinity” 
never appears in Scripture, the concept is most certainly taught in the pages of the Bible. 
 Both the Old and the New Testaments affirm that God is three persons but one 
God. In Genesis 1:26, we find God saying, “Let us make man in Our image, after Our 
likeness.” In that single verse, we find three plural pronouns. According to Grudem, 
“The best explanation (for this) is that already in the first chapter of Genesis we have an 
indication of a plurality of persons in God himself.”  7

 In the New Testament, the Trinity is more fully explained. As Jesus begins His 
public ministry, Matthew 3:16-17 records what happened: “When Jesus was baptized, 
immediately He went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, 
and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on Him; and 
behold, a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased.’” God is on full display as all three members of the Trinity are present in this 
moment, performing different functions, yet united in their purpose. The Father 
acknowledges the Son, the Son glorifies the Father, and the Spirit is sent by the Father 
to empower the Son to do just that. 
 While it is true that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are each fully God, 
possessing all the characteristics of God, each one also has distinct primary expressions 
that help us gain a greater insight into who God really is. 

Father: Paternity 
 The Father demonstrates the paternity of God. In His model prayer (recorded in 
Matthew 6 and Luke 11), Jesus taught us to address God as our heavenly Father. As 
Chan points out, “The father-son relationship is the most intimate personal relationship, 
one marked by reciprocal love and respect, and it is God's supremely personal and 

 R. K. Zacharias and N. L. Geisler. Who made God? and answers to over 100 other tough questions of 6

faith. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2003.
 W. Grudem. Systematic theology: an introduction to Biblical doctrine. Leicester: Inter-Varsity, 2007.7
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loving nature that the term father is meant to underscore.”  David writes in Psalm 139 8

about the intimate connection between the Father and His children. Our Heavenly 
Father specifically created each of us. He knows us, and He loves us. David says in verse 
17 that His thoughts toward us are precious. 
 But at the end of that Psalm, in verses 23 and 24, he gets to the heart of a big 
problem. “Search me, oh God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And 
see if there be any grievous (wicked, sinful) way in me.” If you know David’s story, you 
know he was not without his faults. He was sinful and broken. And so are we. And that 
presents a problem for us. God is holy, and we are not. Our sins separate us from Him. 
But thankfully, the Father loved us too much to allow that separation to remain. He did 
something about our sin problem. 

Son: Purchase 
 God the Father planned to redeem us from sin and death, and He sent his Son 
into the world to purchase our pardon. Jesus, the Son, demonstrates the purchase of 
God. John 3:16 says, “God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” And Galatians 4:4-5 tells us, 
“When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons.” 
 Jesus, the Son, bled and died to purchase our salvation. It is only through His 
sacrifice that we can know God and enjoy Him for all eternity. Revelation 5:9 indicates 
that the Son will be worshipped forever and ever because He gave his life to save us. It 
describes the scene in heaven this way: “And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are 
You to take the scroll and to open its seals, for You were slain, and by Your blood You 
ransomed (purchased) people for God from every tribe and language and people and 
nation…’” The Father did not do that. The Spirit did not do that. The purchase of our 
salvation was the expression of the Son. 

Spirit: Presence 
 Finally, the Spirit demonstrates the presence of God. Once the Son had 
completed the purchase of our salvation, He ascended back to heaven. He promised in 
John 14 and 16 that the Spirit would come to take up residence in those who believe. The 
Holy Spirit plays several key roles in the life of the believer. Primarily, as Grudem puts 
it, “The Holy Spirit (brings) to completion the work that has been planned by God the 
Father and begun by God the Son.”  9

 He convicts, comforts, and counsels. He enlightens, empowers, and equips 
believers with spiritual gifts to be used in the service of the Lord and His church. The 
Spirit works in us the fruit of salvation, and as we walk in step with Him, He works those 
things out in ever-increasing measure in our lives. And the Holy Spirit unites us with 
Christ and with our brothers and sisters in the church all over the world. 

 S. Chan. “Why We Call God ‘Father.’” Christianity Today. 2013. http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/8

2013/july-august/why-we-call-god-father.html?start=2
 W. Grudem. Systematic theology: an introduction to Biblical doctrine. Leicester: Inter-Varsity, 2007.9
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Conclusion 
 So, who is God? There is no way that I can fully articulate just how incredible God 
truly is, but let me see if I can summarize. The Bible reveals God to be the one and only 
all-powerful, supremely intelligent, creative, and loving maker of heaven and earth. 
With careful thought, He created the universe and everything in it, including you and 
me. God has revealed Himself to us through creation in general, and more specifically, 
through His word, the Bible. 
 While He is infinitely vast, God is also intensely personal, and He created us to 
exist in relationship with Him. Our sin marred that relationship, but God provided a 
means to rebuild it. He sent his Son, Jesus, to redeem us from our sins, and during His 
life on earth, He faced everything we face, and He did it without sin. Jesus gave His life 
on the cross as an atoning sacrifice for our sins, and by trusting in His substitutionary 
payment, we can be made right with God and enjoy the relationship we were meant to 
have with Him. When we come to know God the Father through a relationship with 
Jesus, the Son, God sends His Spirit to live within us. God’s Spirit is always with us to 
comfort, teach, guide, and correct us, and to empower us to live a life that honors Him 
and blesses those around us. 
 The three persons of the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—work 
cooperatively to more fully reveal to us who God is and just how much He loves us. This 
is the one true God, and He alone is worthy of all praise, honor, and glory.  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Am I Accountable to God? 
by Jason Sullivan 

Introduction 
 To be quite honest, this topic was a lot more challenging than I expected it to be. I 
do not struggle with the idea that I am accountable to God, so it was difficult for me to 
write with a mindset of skepticism. I kept returning over and over in my mind to the 
Bible, to Romans 14:12: “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to 
God” (KJV).  
 Let me say by way of introduction that accountability is essential for any society 
to function. The truth is that we are all held accountable in one way or another. For 
example, when I was 16 years old, I went to a fifth quarter youth activity after a football 
game one Friday night. I had a friend with me by the name of Josh Jones, and I did not 
realize that he had to be home before I did. At 10:53, he informed me that he had to be 
home by 11:00. I said, “Don’t worry; we have time. Let’s go.” I pulled on the highway and 
began driving towards his house, which was only about five miles from where we were. I 
looked down to see how fast I was going as a police officer from Clayhatchee, AL, turned 
his lights on behind me. I received my first speeding ticket doing 72 miles per hour in a 
50 mph zone. Now I told that story in order to say this: I had to suffer the consequences 
set by the officials who hold us accountable for the manner in which we drive.  
 A simple definition of accountability is being responsible for one's actions.  
There are several accountability groups that specialize in assisting people who would 
like to overcome an issue, addiction, or other tendency. As humans, we find support, 
comfort, and motivation from others who are struggling with similar life 
circumstances. In fact, the Bible challenges us as Christians to help one another by 
holding one another accountable. Hebrews 10:24 says, “And let us consider one another 
to provoke unto love and to good works…” 
 How many of you have heard of Alcoholics Anonymous, or A.A.? I have known 
people—and maybe you have too—who have gone through the twelve-step program and 
successfully lived sober lives after the fact. Part of the reason for that success, I believe, 
is that they were held accountable for their actions, enabling them to find support in 
breaking free from the prison that alcohol held them in. 

A.A. Principles and Virtues  1

• Step One: Honesty. We admit that we are powerless over alcohol, that our lives 
have become unmanageable. 

• Step Two: Hope. We come to believe that a power greater than ourselves can 
restore us to sanity. 

• Step Three: Faith. We make a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the 
care of God as we understand Him. 

• Step Four: Courage. We make a searching and fearless moral inventory of 
ourselves. 

 Harrison, Bob. “The AA Principles and Virtues.” Barefoot’s World. http://www.barefootsworld.net/1
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• Step Five: Integrity. We admit to God and to another human being the exact 
nature of our wrongs. 

• Step Six: Willingness. We are entirely ready to have God remove all these defects 
of character. 

• Step Seven: Humility. We humbly ask Him to remove our shortcomings. 
• Step Eight: Brotherly Love. We make a list of all persons we have harmed and 

become willing to make amends to them all. 
• Step Nine: Justice. We make direct amends to such people wherever possible, 

except when to do so would injure them or others. 
• Step Ten: Perseverance. We continue to take personal inventory and, when we 

are wrong, promptly admit it. 
• Step Eleven: Spirituality. We seek through prayer and meditation to improve our 

conscious contact with God as we understand Him, praying only for knowledge of 
His will for us and the power to carry that out. 

• Step Twelve: Service. Having had a spiritual awakening as a result of these steps, 
we try to carry this message to others, especially alcoholics, and to practice these 
principles in all of our affairs. 

 I borrowed this list from an online source,  not to discredit the organization, but 2

to make a point. I want to point out, however, a phrase in the 12 steps that we find 
stated in step 3 and repeated in step 11. The phrase is, “God as we understood Him.” The 
terminology used in that phrase bothers me. I submit to you that we live in a culture that 
has a very anemic view of God. In fact, I believe that for the most part, Christianity in 
America is based more upon idolatry than it is the worship of the one true living God. 
Much of America’s church culture revolves around this idea that God is whomever one 
understands Him to be. I say to you without apology that there is absolutely nothing 
further from the truth. God is so much more than you or I could ever comprehend or 
understand Him to be, and our view of Him does not determine who He is. Let me 
repeat that last statement: Our view of Him does not determine who He is. 
 Note what the Bible says in Isaiah 55:8-9: “‘For My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,’ saith the Lord. ‘For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your 
thoughts.’” I realize that runs contrary to what many people believe and even teach 
today, but it does not change the truth. Please do not misunderstand the point I am 
trying to make. I am not saying that God cannot be known. What I am saying is that God 
cannot be reduced to a list of traits and characteristics and put into a box. 
 It bothers me to think that a great majority of people from fundamentalist 
churches have adopted this idea that we can approach or worship God any way we deem 
acceptable. I would like to remind you that because He is God, He alone determines 
what is acceptable, whether it be in my actions, my attitudes, or my worship. I call you 
to remember Nadab and Abihu. Leviticus 10:1-3 tells us, 

 Bod Hardison. “A.A. Principles and Virtues.” Barefoot’s World. http://www.barefootsworld.net/2
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And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, 
and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire 
before the Lord, which He commanded them not. And there went out fire 
from the Lord, and devoured them, and they died before the Lord. Then 
Moses said unto Aaron, “This is it that the Lord spake, saying, ‘I will be 
sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be 
glorified.’” And Aaron held his peace. 

In the New King James Version, verse three reads, “And Moses said to Aaron, ‘This is 
what the Lord spoke, saying, “By those who come near Me I must be regarded as holy; 
And before all the people I must be glorified.”’ So Aaron held his peace.” 
 I submit to you that God has not changed. We cannot just flippantly approach 
Him, nor can we profane the method of worship and expect it to be accepted. 
 Inevitably, when dealing with the topic at hand, the question arises, “If there is a 
God, am I accountable to Him?” The purpose of this paper is to answer that question. In 
the following pages, I would like to point out from scripture who God is, why I am 
accountable to God, and ultimately what that accountability demands. 

Who is God that I should be accountable to Him? 
 I will not attempt to restate what has already been stated. However, there are a 
few key elements of God’s character and person that I want to draw your attention to 
due to their relevance to this subject. 
 The first aspect of God’s character and person, as it relates to my accountability 
to Him, is that He is the Creator. The Bible says in Genesis 1:26-28, 

“And God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing 
that creepeth upon the earth.’ So God created man in his own image, in 
the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And 
God blessed them, and God said unto them, ‘Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth 
upon the earth.”  

What that means for you and me is that we are literally His by right of creation. Because 
He created us, we belong to Him. 
 Not only were we created by Him, but everything is held together by Him. 
Colossians 1:17 says, “And He is before all things, and by Him all things consist.” The 
author of Hebrews tells us, “He, (Jesus) upholds all things by the word of His 
power…” (Hebrews 1:3). The only thing that God would have to do to destroy everything 
is to quit doing what He is doing. 
 The second aspect of God’s character and person that makes us accountable to 
Him is His goodness. Against the backdrop of God’s judgment, the prophet Nahum 
makes an amazing declaration concerning His goodness. The prophet says in Nahum 
1:7, “The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that 
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trust in Him.” Picture this: Just 100 years before, the Ninevites had listened to the 
preaching of Jonah, and the Bible paints an awesome portrait of national repentance. 
Now, they are worse than they were before, and Nahum preaches a message of 
judgment. What I want you to notice, though, is that before he pronounces judgment, he 
points the Ninevites to the person of God. 
 Nahum’s message was designed to instill two things in the hearts and minds of 
his listeners. First, his message was meant to instill fear into those who reject God. Look 
at the statements he makes in Nahum 1:2-8:  

God is jealous, and the Lord revengeth; the Lord revengeth, and is furious; the 
Lord will take vengeance on His adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for His 
enemies. The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all 
acquit the wicked: the Lord hath His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, 
and the clouds are the dust of His feet. He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, 
and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan languisheth, and Carmel, and the flower of 
Lebanon languisheth. The mountains quake at Him, and the hills melt, and the 
earth is burned at His presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. Who 
can stand before His indignation? And who can abide in the fierceness of His 
anger? His fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by Him. 
The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and He knoweth them that 
trust in Him. But with an overrunning flood He will make an utter end of the 
place thereof, and darkness shall pursue His enemies. 

Nahum’s message was also designed to instill trust and peace in those who followed the 
Lord. Again, let me call your attention to his message: “The Lord is good, a strong hold 
in the day of trouble; and He knoweth them that trust in Him” (Nahum 1:7). 
 A third aspect of God’s character and person that I would like to point out to you 
is that of God’s love. The Bible definitively states in 1 John 4:8, “He that loveth not 
knoweth not God; for God is love.” It has become very popular among preachers to 
overemphasize the love of God. I want to intentionally point out that God does not exist 
to make your life happy and struggle-free. 
 There is no greater display of love recorded in the history of the world than what 
Paul mentions in Philippians 2:7-11: 

But made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in 
fashion as a man, He humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, 
and given Him a name which is above every name: that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

I would suggest to you that before the world was ever framed, God loved you. When you 
look at the cross of Calvary, you cannot help but see the love of God. I like how the hymn 
writer so eloquently penned the words: 
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The love of God is greater far / Than tongue or pen can ever tell / It goes 
beyond the highest star / And reaches to the lowest hell; 
The guilty pair, bowed down with care / God gave His Son to win / His 
erring child He reconciled / And pardoned from his sin. 

Oh, love of God, how rich and pure! / How measureless and strong! / It 
shall forevermore endure / The saints’ and angels’ song. 

When hoary time shall pass away / And earthly thrones and kingdoms 
fall / When men who here refuse to pray / On rocks and hills and 
mountains call 

God’s love so sure, shall still endure / All measureless and strong / 
Redeeming grace to Adam’s race / The saints’ and angels’ song. 

Fredrick Lehman shares that the following verse to that song was found penciled on the 
wall of an insane asylum after the patient had died: 

Could we with ink the ocean fill / And were the skies of parchment made / 
Were every stalk on earth a quill / And every man a scribe by trade 

To write the love of God above / Would drain the ocean dry / Nor could 
the scroll contain the whole / Though stretched from sky to sky.  3

 If you want to see the height and depth and length and width of the love of God, 
look to Calvary. But do not, like so many, miss the other picture that is painted there. 
Hanging on the cruel Roman cross that day was a man whom the Bible says was 
innocent. 1 Peter 2:22 states, “[He] did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth…” 
Do not miss this. Scripture says in Isaiah 53:6, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us 
all.” 
 The cross is a great billboard that screams out John 3:16 (KJV): “For God so 
loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” But at the very same time, it cries out that 
God will judge sin. There is an amazing contrast here: The one who accepts God’s love 
had their sin judged in Christ Jesus. However, the one who rejects that love will have 
their sin judged in eternity. You see, there really is no question whether or not we are 
accountable to God; it is simply a matter of what we do with the knowledge that we are 
accountable to Him. 

Why am I accountable to God? 
 We are accountable to God because of creation. He made us! Paul writes to the 
church in Colossians 1:16-17, “For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 

 Lehman, Frederick M. “The Love of God.” 1917.3
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principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and for Him: And He is before 
all things, and by Him all things consist.” To quote Bro. David Taylor in our discussion 
of this topic, “The lesser is always accountable to the greater!” Again, we are His by right 
of creation. Because He created us, we belong to Him. And because we belong to Him, 
we are accountable unto Him. 
 Some may object and say, “Just because God created me, that does not make me 
accountable to Him. He gave me a free will; therefore, I have every right to do as I 
please.” Such an objection must be met with the question, “What is the chief end of 
man?” or, “What was God’s purpose in creating man?” For sake of time, we must simply 
answer that man was created in the image of God to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 
 I submit to you the claim that God has every right to hold His creation 
accountable to Himself. Isaiah 29:15-16 says, 

Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the Lord, and 
their works are in the dark, and they say, “Who seeth us? and who 
knoweth us?” Surely your turning of things upside down shall be 
esteemed as the potter's clay: for shall the work say of Him that made it, 
“He made me not?” Or shall the thing framed say of Him that framed it, 
“He had no understanding?” 

And Romans 9:19-20 says, “Thou wilt say then unto me, ‘Why doth He yet find fault? 
For who hath resisted His will?’ Nay but, oh man, who art thou that repliest against 
God? Shall the thing formed say to Him that formed it, ‘Why hast Thou made me thus?’” 
Both of those passages remind man of his inferiority to his Creator. 
 But what if someone does not believe in God? Let me suggest that unbelief does 
not change the fact of accountability. I remember my pastor as a child saying many 
times, “If the Bible says it, I believe it, and that settles it.” It was not until my adult years 
and time of personal study that I realized the flaw in that statement. The truth is that if 
the Bible says it, that settles it whether I believe it or not. 
 For the purpose of simple illustration, let me invite you to use your imagination 
for a brief moment. Let us suppose the wind were blowing and you make a comment to 
me such as, “It sure is windy today.” I may reply with a deep-seated confidence, “I do 
not believe the wind is blowing at all.” Does my belief change the truth that the wind is, 
in fact, blowing? No, it certainly does not. 
 The same principle applies here. Paul writes in Romans 1:16-32, 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For 
therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, 
“The just shall live by faith.” For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in 
unrighteousness; because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; 
for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of Him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even His eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 
because that, when they knew God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were 
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thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the 
glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and 
to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also gave 
them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their 
own bodies between themselves: who changed the truth of God into a lie, and 
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever. Amen. For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even 
their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: and 
likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust 
one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and 
receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. And 
even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over 
to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; being filled 
with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; 
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of 
God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 
without understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural affection, 
implacable, unmerciful: who knowing the judgment of God, that they which 
commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have 
pleasure in them that do them. 

In Matthew 12:36, Jesus says, “But I say unto you, that every idle word that men shall 
speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.” And Romans 14:12 tells 
us, “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” 
 I want you to understand that you and I are accountable to God even if you do not 
believe He exists simply because He created you. 
 We are all accountable to God because of His goodness. I submit to you that one 
of the major problems facing the church and society today is that we have forgotten who 
God is. Why is it that we have become a society that murders an unborn child every 28 
seconds in America?  How is it that we have to deal with gender identity issues among 4

adults and then force gender identity issues on young children? How is it that 
homosexuality has become an accepted alternative lifestyle, even among groups that are 
considered evangelical? Why are we battling racism all over again? My friends, the 
answer to those questions is simple! We have forgotten who God is. We have rejected 
the fact that we are accountable to Him. 
 Let me ask you a question. Is there a such thing as a good person? One of the 
ways that Google defines good is “that which is morally right; righteousness.” Look at 
that term: righteousness. It is a common term among church people, but what does it 
really mean? We talk about people being good, and in doing so, we typically refer to the 
way they treat others. The problem is that we often measure a person’s goodness or 
righteousness by the wrong standard. Our righteousness must be weighed against the 
righteousness of Christ, and when we do that, we find that we are not as good as we 
think we are. 

 Loxafamosity Ministries. “Abortion Unfiltered.” Abort73.com. http://www.abort73.com/4
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 How does that translate into accountability? God alone can determine what is 
good and acceptable because He alone is good. 
 Finally, we are accountable to God because of His love. I am so thankful for the 
love of God. Romans 5 says of it, 

But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by His 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only so, but we 
also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now 
received the atonement. Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned… For as by one man's disobedience many were made 
sinners, so by the obedience of One shall many be made righteous. 
Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound: that as sin hath reigned unto 
death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life 
by Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 5:8-12, 19-21). 

Nowhere is the love of God more clearly demonstrated than at the cross. As John 3:16 
states, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

I am accountable to God. Now what? 
 Now comes a moment of decision. You see, it is not enough just to know that I am 
accountable to God. What really matters is how I respond to that knowledge! There are 
two possible options. 
 The first is to continue living life as if I am accountable only to myself. This is the 
way many people respond. Remember the rich young ruler in Mark 10:17-22: 

And when He was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and 
kneeled to Him, and asked Him, “Good Master, what shall I do that I may 
inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said unto him, “Why callest thou Me 
good? there is none good but one, that is, God. Thou knowest the 
commandments, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not kill,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do 
not bear false witness,’ ‘Defraud not,’ ‘Honour thy father and mother.’” 
And he answered and said unto Him, “Master, all these have I observed 
from my youth.” Then Jesus, beholding him, loved him and said unto him, 
“One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give 
to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up 
the cross, and follow me.” And he was sad at that saying, and went away 
grieved: for he had great possessions.  

He came to the right person. He asked the right question. But he went away making the 
wrong decision. 
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 The second response is vividly portrayed in Jesus’ parable of the Pharisee and the 
publican in Luke 18:9-13: 

And He spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and despised others: “Two men went up into the 
temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. The 
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank Thee, that I 
am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this 
publican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.’ And 
the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto 
heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner.’” 

My friend, you and I will give an account before God for this life. One writer has even 
said that this life is the time that God has granted you to prepare for eternity.  

Conclusion 
 We like to think that we are the masters of our own destiny, but the Bible says 
without a doubt that at the end of this life, whether you are young or old, whether you 
are rich or poor, no matter your race or your gender, you will stand before God to give 
an account of your life. As Romans 14:12 says, “So then every one of us shall give 
account of himself to God.” 
 It cannot be overstated that accountability always requires a response. What will 
your response be? Will you harden yourself against God? Many have in the past and 
many still do today. Or will you acknowledge that you are accountable to Him and turn 
to Him for mercy? Maybe you have turned to Christ for mercy. I would say to you that 
you are doubly accountable to Him. Perhaps you need to be reminded that not only are 
you His by right of creation, but you are His by right of redemption. 
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Is the God of Christianity the Same 
as the God of Islam? 

by Kendall Ross 

 We live in an incredibly pluralistic society, particularly in the United States, one 
of the most multicultural societies on earth. A simple Google search will reveal a number 
of options for your religion: Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, and 
Universalism, to name a few. How does one navigate this maze of religious diversity? 
One answer that seems to be more and more common is to simply say that every religion 
is the same, that everyone is worshipping the same God in his or her own way. This is, at 
its very core, the premise behind religious pluralism. There are various types of religious 
pluralism, but one way to define it is as follows: "the view that all religious roads—
certainly all major or ethical ones—lead to God or to ultimate reality and 
salvation."  This idea is commonly reflected in such statements as, "All religions 1

basically teach the same thing,” and, "All roads lead to the top of the mountain." And, if 
all roads lead to the top of the mountain, then we all worship the same God; or do we? 
 One of the problems with religious pluralism is that it ignores massive differences 
between the various religions of the world and all of the exclusivity claims within each of 
them. Exclusivity claims, whether they be made by Christians or Muslims or Hindus or 
Buddhists or even atheists, should not produce anxiety. The very nature of truth is 
exclusive: 1 + 1 = 2, always. It is not 4 or 10 or 20.5, no matter what any economist or 
politician may lead you to believe. Consequently, when it comes to Christianity truth 
claims, exclusivity–the claim that the God of the Bible  and Jesus Christ are unique–is 2

at the very heart of the biblical story.  
 In Exodus 15, Moses and the Israelites sang a song to celebrate their rescue from 
Egypt by their God (Yahweh), and verse 11 says, “Who is like you, O Lord, among the 
gods? Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing 
wonders?”  In light of the events that have taken place, these questions are rhetorical 3

and imply that there is no one among the gods of the nations like the Lord.  
 In Isaiah 45:18, we read, “For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens (He is 
God!), who formed the earth and made it (He established it; He did not create it empty, 
He formed it to be inhabited!): ‘I am the Lord, and there is no other.’” In the New 
Testament, Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me” (John 14:6). 
 So, is the God of Christianity the same as the God of Islam? There is a persistent 
belief, held by many Muslims and by many Christians, that Allah, the god of the Quran, 

 Kenneth Richard Samples. Without a Doubt: Answering the 20 Toughest Faith Questions. Grand 1

Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2004.
 The author is aware that every religion has a “bible.” In fact, many professions have a “bible.” This term 2

is often used to denote a primary authoritative book on a topic. However, for this paper, the term “bible” 
is used to denote the Christian Bible, the Holy Bible which comprises a collection of sacred texts or 
scriptures that Christians consider to be a product of divine inspiration and a record of the relationship 
between God and humans.
 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. Wheaton: Standard Bible Society, 2016. All further Bible 3

references will be from this source unless otherwise noted. 
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and Yahweh, the God of the Bible, are essentially the same. But is this belief consistent 
with Islam and Christianity?  

The God of the Bible is relational. 
 In the very beginning chapters of Genesis, we read of how God was found walking 
and talking in the garden with Adam and Eve. Likewise, this relational God is consistent 
throughout all of Scripture. God walks and talks with Abraham (Genesis 17-18), and He 
speaks with Moses face to face, “as a man speaks to his friend” (Exodus 33:11). In fact, 
God speaks with His people throughout the Old Testament. When human beings 
disobey, when sin comes between God and man, God pursues and seeks out humankind. 
Near the end of the Bible, we are promised that in the age to come, “the dwelling place 
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be His people, and God 
Himself will be with them as their God” (Revelation 21:3). 
 Time and time again, the Bible uses very relational language to describe God. He 
is described as a father, as a husband, and as a friend. He is the relational God, the God 
who reveals Himself by name: Yahweh. And the Bible’s call is for believers to be in 
relationship with Him. That is what it means to be a Christian.  
 However, for the Quran, there is no relationship at all with Allah. Allah, the god 
of the Quran, is incredibly distant, very transcendent, and nowhere does the Quran even 
suggest that its readers enter into a relationship with him. 
 While the Bible encourages believers to commune with and converse with God, 
Muslims do not have conversations with Allah. They recite the first Sura  in daily prayer, 4

obligating themselves to Allah but not seeking a close relationship: 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. All praise is due to 
Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. The Beneficent, the Merciful. Master of the 
Day of Judgment. Thee do we serve and Thee do we beseech for help. 
Keep us on the right path. The path of those upon whom Thou hast 
bestowed favors. Not (the path) of those upon whom Thy wrath is 
brought down, nor of those who go astray.  5

 According to the Quran, Allah did not walk and talk in the garden with Adam and 
Eve. He is not present with his people in heaven. And he did not take on the flesh in the 
person of Jesus Christ. The only “relationship” that exists between humans and Allah is 
that of master and servant, not father or friend. Muslim theologian Shabbir Akhtar 
states it this way: “Muslims do not see Allah as their father… Men are servants of a just 
master; they cannot, in orthodox Islam, typically attain any greater degree of intimacy 
with their creator.”  6

 The Quranic term “Sura” (also spelled Surah) is the Arabic word for a chapter of the Quran. There are 4

114 Suras in the Quran, each divided into verses.
 M. H. Shakir, editor. The Quran. Medford, MA: Perseus Digital Library. All further Quran references will 5

be from this source unless otherwise noted.
 Shabbir Akhtar. A Faith for All Seasons. Chicago: Ivan R. Dee Publisher, 1990.6
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 The Muslim faith says that men are just servants. To contrast that, Jesus Christ 
said, “I no longer call you servants, but friends” (John 15:15). This is the highly 
relational aspect of Christianity.  
 This relational aspect is at the heart of the difference between Christianity and 
Islam. Arguably, this reveals Christianity to be more than simply a “religion.” Religion 
says that if one follows the right rules and right rituals, he can then satisfy the spiritual 
hunger within him. Christianity, however, says that none of man’s efforts can ever 
bridge the gap between himself and God. This begs the question: Do all religions lead to 
God? The truth is that no religion leads one to God; only God can lead mankind to God, 
and that is what is offered through Jesus Christ.  

The God of the Bible is a triune God. 
 Christians believe Jesus is God, but the Quran is so opposed to this belief that it 
condemns Jesus worshipers to hell: 

Certainly they disbelieve who say: Surely Allah, He is the Messiah, son of 
Marium; and the Messiah said: O Children of Israel! serve Allah, my 
Lord and your Lord. Surely whoever associates (others) with Allah, then 
Allah has forbidden to him the garden, and his abode is the fire; and 
there shall be no helpers for the unjust.  7

 As Christian doctrine, the deity of Christ and the Trinity are inseparable. If one 
accepts the biblical teaching about the deity of Christ, then he has already acknowledged 
that there is more than one person in the Godhead. Conversely, if the doctrine of the 
Trinity is received, then the deity of Christ is already a part of it. This is precisely why 
Muslims reject both, since to accept either is to them a denial of the absolute unity of 
God.  8

 The Muslim faith claims that Allah has no son.  This necessarily creates a conflict 9

between the God of the Bible and Allah. The Bible makes clear that the one and only true 
God is perfectly revealed as the Father of the Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus repeatedly teaches 
in the gospel of John that no one has truly known the Father except by the Son. Jesus 
states in John 14:6-7, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father 
also. From now on you do know Him and have seen Him.” 
 Since Muslims deny that God has a son, they explicitly reject any trinitarian 
language. The central truth claim of the Bible is the fact that Jesus Christ is the only 
begotten of the Father. Islam denies this claim. Consequently, if Allah has no son, then 
Allah is not the God who reveals himself through the Son.  
 In addition, Islam teaches that the doctrine of the Trinity is blasphemous. Sura 
5:73 says, “Certainly they disbelieve who say: Surely Allah is the third (person) of the 

 Sura 5:72.7

 N. L Geisler and A Saleeb. Answering Islam: the crescent in light of the cross (2nd edition). Grand 8

Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2002.
 Nabeel A. Qureshi. Answering Jihad: A Better Way Forward. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2016. 9
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three; and there is no god but the one Allah, and if they desist not from what they say, a 
painful chastisement shall befall those among them who disbelieve.” 
 At the very center of the difference between Islam and Christianity is the 
Christian doctrine of the Trinity. Muslims, however, state that the doctrine of the Trinity 
is neither biblical nor even intelligible. 

The God of the Bible can be—and desires to be—known. 
 As stated earlier, at the very heart of Christianity stands a relationship, not a list 
of doctrines or a set of moral commands. The claim of the Bible is that by putting one’s 
faith, trust, and hope in Jesus Christ, he will be adopted into God’s family and become a 
child, not a slave (Romans 8:15-16). The gospel is first and foremost about a 
relationship. 
 Obviously, it is only possible to have a relationship with someone if they make 
themselves known. The God of the Bible is a God who does that time and time again. 
From the beginning to the end, the Bible tells the narrative of the God who reveals not 
only His commands, but His character and His very self. For example, in Exodus 
chapter 3, the narrative of the burning bush, God speaks personally with Moses, 
revealing His personal name: Yahweh, “I am.” The biblical theme of God revealing 
Himself is ultimately seen in the person of Jesus Christ, who tells His disciples in John 
14:9 that, “anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father.” 
 Since the biblical God revealed His character, His name, His heart, His own 
person in His son, Jesus Christ, He can be known. Jeremiah 9:23-24 tells us, 

Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the 
mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 
but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows Me, 
that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and 
righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight,” declares the 
Lord.  

 This is completely different from how the Quran describes Allah, who does not 
reveal himself in this way nor allow himself to be known personally. It is remarkable 
how in Quranic theology, even Muhammad did not have Allah reveal the Quran to him 
personally, but through an intermediary, the angel Gabriel. This is in direct contrast 
with the Bible, where time and time again, God speaks with His prophets and His people 
face to face. However, as the Muslim scholar Isma’il al-Furuqi states, “Allah does not 
reveal himself to anyone in any way. Allah reveals only his will… Allah does not reveal 
himself to anyone… [T]hat is the great difference between Christianity and Islam.”  10

 In Islam, since Allah has no essence—at least not one that the names or attributes 
of Allah really describe—the Islamic view of Allah is that he cannot be known. In fact, 
the heart of Islam is not to know Allah but to obey him. It is not to meditate on who he is 
but to submit to his will. Geisler and Saleeb describe Allah this way: “Despite all the 
names of Allah in the Quran, in orthodox Islam we confront a god who is basically 

 Isma’il al-Faruqi. Christian Mission and Islamic Da`wah: Proceedings of the Chambèsy Dialogue 10
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unknowable. These names do not tell us anything about what god is like but only how 
god has willed to act. Allah’s actions do not reflect Allah’s character.”  11

The God of the Bible is a God of love. 
 Since the God of the Bible is a relational God, it logically follows that one of God’s 
primary characteristics is love. In Exodus 15:13, Moses and the Israelites sang of God’s 
“unfailing love.” This is a theme that is consistent throughout the entire Old Testament. 
Likewise, in the New Testament, the theme of God’s love continues and is summed up in 
1 John 4:16, which says, “God is love.” Love is not something the God of the Bible does, 
but something that He is. It is His essence. Christians love and serve a God who is 
Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—and so at the heart of who God is lies a loving 
relationship.  
 The Quran, however, depicts Allah completely differently. The Quran never states 
that, “Allah is love.” In fact, since Allah is not triune, it would not be possible for him to 
be loving unless he first created something to love.  
 The words “love,” “loving,” etc., appear in the Quran 86 times. However, the 
majority of these uses are negative. The Quran tells us who Allah does not love: those 
who reject the faith, those who are disobedient, those who consistently do wrong, those 
who boast, those who are ungrateful, etc. In fact, Andy Bannister states that 79% of the 
usage of the Arabic word love (yuhibbu) in the Quran is in a negative fashion.  Take, for 12

example, Suras 2:190 and 2:276: 

And fight in the way of Allah with those who fight with you, and do not 
exceed the limits, surely Allah does not love those who exceed the limits.  

Allah does not bless usury, and He causes charitable deeds to prosper, 
and Allah does not love any ungrateful sinner.  

In fact, some Muslim theologians go further. Islamic scholar Murad Hofmann wrote, 
“Allah is self-sufficient (Sura 64:6)… This fundamental self-description excludes that 
Allah is in love with his creation… It is safer and more accurate not to speak of ‘love’ 
when addressing his clemency, compassion, benevolence, goodness, or mercy.”  13

 This is in incredible contrast to the Bible’s description of God, who we are told on 
numerous occasions loves everyone, even the sinner. This is never so beautifully 
illustrated as the most famous of the parables Jesus told, the parable of the prodigal son, 
in which the father, who represents God, is full of love and compassion both for his 
younger, errant son and his older, hyper-religious son. “And he said to him, ‘Son, you 
are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, 
for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found’” (Luke 15:31-32). 

 N. L Geisler and A Saleeb. Answering Islam: the crescent in light of the cross (2nd edition). Grand 11
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Perhaps an even greater understanding of who God is comes from Romans 5:8 which 
says, “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
God loves humanity so much that He made the first move. 

The God of the Bible is acquainted with suffering. 
 The world in which we live is broken. It is full of evil and suffering, and there is 
much pain. The remarkable thing about the God of the Bible is that He does not stand 
aloof from the world but, rather, knows exactly what it means to suffer.  
 Scriptures such as Psalm 23 assure us that the God of the Bible is present with 
His followers as they journey through life, even in their darkest moments. The psalmist 
claims, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 
for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4). 
 God understands suffering, because in Jesus Christ, God has been through it 
Himself, because of His great love for humanity. This love of the God of the Bible is 
likewise demonstrated in what He has done to deal with the sin and shame that 
separates mankind from Him. The Bible indicates that God grieves for His people and 
that He grieves over their sin, rebellion, and unfaithfulness. And ultimately, through 
Jesus and the cross, God paid the price to deal with that sin and brokenness. Isaiah 53:4 
says, “Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.” 
 The Quran, however, understands Allah much differently. Allah is not a god who 
suffers. He feels no grief as a result of man’s pain or suffering. In the Quran, Allah gets 
angry at sin, and that anger is expressed in wrath and judgment. There is no heart 
response as there is with the God of the Bible, and there is nothing done by Allah, the 
Quranic god, to deal with the problem of sin. 
 According to the theology of the Quran, the Muslim must carry his own sin, 
hoping that on the day of judgment one’s good deeds outweigh the bad.  Sura 17:15 14

says, “Whoever goes aright, for his own soul does he go aright; and whoever goes astray, 
to its detriment only does he go astray: nor can the bearer of a burden bear the burden 
of another, nor do We chastise until We raise a messenger” (emphasis mine). While the 
theology of Islam would assert that none can bear the burdens of another, Christianity 
declares this has happened through Jesus Christ who, though sinless, bore our sins. 
 One author, Mohammed-al-Burkawi states, “Allah can annihilate the universe if 
it seems good to him and recreate it in an instant. He receives neither profit nor loss 
from whatever happens. If all infidels became believers and all the wicked pious he 
would gain nothing. And if all believers became infidels it would not cause him loss.”  15

 For the God of the Bible, love, suffering, judgment, forgiveness are all inseparably 
linked. The God of the Bible is a God who is relational, who is love, and whose love for 
the sinner made Him willing to pay the price of the cross.  
 Contrast this to the god of the Quran. Allah, according to the Quran, is not 
relational, is not a god of love, and is not willing to take on mankind’s sorrow and sin.  

 Nabeel A. Qureshi. No God but One: Allah or Jesus? Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2016. 14
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Conclusion 
 Though many Muslims and Christians claim that their faith is “basically the 
same,” not only are these religions different, but the differences have great 
ramifications. The Muslim god Allah has significantly different characteristics from the 
Christian concept of God derived from the Bible. The Muslim god Allah is not at all 
relational. Allah is incredibly distant, and nowhere does the Quran suggest that Allah 
desires a relationship with his followers. To contrast, the God of the Bible desires a 
close, personal relationship with those who follow Him. This is the highly relational 
aspect of Christianity.  
 The Quranic god Allah is not triune. In fact, the Muslim faith claims that Allah 
has no son, and the Quran condemns Jesus worshipers to hell. Christians, though, 
believe that Jesus is God. At the very center of the Christian faith is the doctrine of the 
Trinity.  
 The centrality of the Christian faith is a relationship, a God who can be known 
through the person of Jesus Christ. The core of the Muslim faith is not to know Allah, 
but to obey him. Islam produces a god who is basically unknowable.  
 Since Christians serve a Triune God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—they 
necessarily understand that the heart of God’s identity is a loving relationship between 
these three persons of the Godhead. God is love. And because God is love, He loves 
everyone—even the sinner. Islam, on the other hand, denies the love of Allah. In fact, the 
majority of times the word “love” is used in the Quran it is in a negative fashion, 
describing Allah as one who “does not love” this or that.  
 The God of the Bible understands, through the person of Jesus Christ, exactly 
what suffering is. In this way, He is relational to each of us. Isaiah 53:3 says, “He was 
despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief…” The 
Quran, however, sees Allah much differently. Allah is not a god who feels grief for our 
pain or our suffering, but rather is an angry god whose anger is kindled by sin and is 
expressed through wrath and judgment.  
 It is clear that the uniqueness and exclusivity of the God of the Bible reveal a 
number of major contrasts from the Quranic god Allah. This helps us to understand how 
wonderful, amazing, and unique the God of the Bible truly is and recognize that this God 
of the Bible, Yahweh, is not the god of the Quran, Allah.  
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Is God Relevant in My Life? 
by David Taylor 

relevant: bearing upon or connected with the matter in hand; pertinent  1

 Since the introduction of God into the topic before us immediately lifts it out of 
the natural and into the spiritual or religious realm, many will make the question of 
relevance a subjective one. That is, it is a matter of opinion: How do I see it? How do you 
see it? 

subjective: existing in the mind; belonging to the thinking subject rather 
than the object of thought; placing excessive emphasis on one’s own 
moods, attitudes, opinions  2

 It would appear to this writer that the prevailing thought in today’s Western 
culture sees religious or spiritual matters as optional. They are okay for those who want 
or need them, but they are not essential. They have no real bearing on daily life. At the 
same time, modern subjective reasoning sees every man’s opinion as having merit, 
worth, validity. Therefore, if one uses his own subjective reasoning to declare that he 
does not believe in God’s existence, that same reasoning justifies itself in answering the 
question of God being relevant in one’s life with, “No, God is not relevant in my life.” 
Though many aspects of life can certainly be viewed from the subjective point of view, 
life also has a strong objective side. 

objective: not influenced by personal feelings, interpretations, or 
prejudices; based on facts; unbiased  3

 The objective side of life can be seen in some undeniable truths. For every man, 
there is a point of birth and a point of death. Nothing subjective here; it is physical fact. 
For every action, there is an opposite and equal reaction (Newton’s Third Law). This 
“law” of nature has yet to be successfully refuted. Choices in life have consequences, 
both good and bad. People experience this truth on a daily basis; no subjective reasoning 
here. 
 Despite man’s best efforts at promoting and esteeming his own reasoning powers 
and denying God’s existence, there is evidence—strong evidence—that there is a God 
and that He is actively involved in the lives of men. Consider two pieces of evidence 
outside the biblical narrative. 
 (1) Nature gives more evidence of God’s existence and His creative and sustaining 
hand in all of life than it does for His nonexistence. The complexities of nature’s order 
speak directly to a higher power. Consider the wonder of the human eye: 

 http://www.dictionary.com1

 Ibid.2

 Ibid.3
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The eye is one of the most complex organisms in the human body—second 
only to the brain. Despite being just over two centimeters, human eyes 
have over two million moving parts. The eye can distinguish over 500 
shades of grey, and over 2.7 million colors.  4

The human eye: a product of random chance? I think not! 
 (2) Culture after culture throughout our world acknowledges a supreme being to 
whom men owe allegiance. ReligionFacts says, “Religion, or at least religious inquiry, is 
something that nearly all humans share in common. In all corners of the world and in all 
eras of history, people have wondered about the meaning of life, how to make the most 
of it, what happens afterwards, and if there is anyone or anything ‘out there.’”  5

 This adds substance to Andrew Wommack’s comment in his article, “What Is a 
Christian?”, when he says, “[T]he difference between religion and Christianity is, 
basically, that religion is man’s attempt to reach God, and Jesus Christ is God reaching 
out to man.”  6

 Now let us transition to the biblical narrative. In its opening words, we are 
introduced to God. No history. No genealogy. No birth certificate. God has no past 
because He simply is; He is always in the present. Being the Creator, time, space, and 
matter did not exist until He spoke them into being. And being the Creator, He is not 
under the restraints and laws of His creation. In those opening verses of Genesis, we see 
God’s hand clearly on display in each of His creative acts, culminating in His crowning 
creation: man. But the record does not stop there. 
 We also have a carefully-detailed account of man’s disobedience of a simple but 
clear divine prohibition and the tragic results that followed his transgression. Then, 
right on the heels of that tragedy, we see God step forward and offer to right the wrong 
on man’s behalf. Why? Because man cannot. The first couple’s feeble attempt to cover 
themselves with leaf-aprons, which God replaced with animal skins, illustrates this 
inability. 
 More could be said, but for the sake of this paper, this writer will take the 
minimal objective natural and biblical evidences here offered as sufficient 
acknowledgement that there is a God, and, being clearly involved in man’s creation and 
existence, He has a relevant place in the lives of men. 
 But the question is really deeper than just, “Is there a God, and is He relevant in 
our lives?” The real question that begs answering is, “How much? To what extent or 
degree is God relevant in my life?” 
 There seems to be a prevailing thought in our world today that might be 
expressed this way: “Okay, God is relevant in my life, but only on a peripheral basis.” Let 
us be honest. We like the idea of a God and His saving grace, but we want it on our 
terms. We want to go to heaven, but we also want to go to heaven “our way.” 
 We might not word it this way, but it is how we live it; we want God as our 
emergency “911 call.” We want our God to save us from danger, disaster or death. But we 

 Eye Institute. “All About the Eye.” https://www.eyeinstitute.co.nz/about-eyes/4

 ReligionFacts. “Just the facts on religions.” http://www.religionfacts.com/5
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do not want Him to have any real say in our day-to-day lives. You might say that we 
want God at an arm’s length. We want Him to carry us to heaven on angel’s wings, but 
we do not want to give Him complete control of our lives. 
 So, the audience to which I will address the question of God’s relevance in our 
lives will not be the unbeliever (though it certainly applies), but those who profess Christ 
as their Savior. And the question we will really consider is this: “Is God relevant in the 
life of the believer?” 
 I use the term “believer” simply because of the sheer volume of Scripture that 
connects salvation with believing.  Being a “Christian” was not how the early followers 7

of Christ were described. That did not come into effect until the disciples in Antioch 
saturated the city with their witness.  8

 The unbeliever reasons, subjectively, that God is not relevant in his life. All we 
have is this life, the here and now. Until he abandons his subjective reasoning and 
acknowledges both the natural and biblical evidence of God’s existence and involvement 
in our lives, the answers given here will simply fall on deaf ears. As Hebrews 11:6 states, 

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God 
must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently 
seek Him. 

But the believer also needs to abandon this subjective perspective; he needs to take a 
closer, objective look at God’s relevance in his life. 

relevant: bearing upon or connected with the matter in hand; pertinent 

 This paper will examine five areas of man’s life in which God is relevant. It is this 
writer’s opinion that these five areas encompass nearly the whole of our existence with 
God and our relationship to Him. 

Material Relevance 
 God’s relevance in my life is seen in His creating and sustaining. 
 Moses wrote, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  Moses 9

does not try to explain where God came from or really how He did His creative work, 
other than stating, “And God said.” With no existing material to work with, God simply 
spoke, and whatever He called forth came into being out of nothing (ex nihilo). 
 Men have offered alternatives to God’s creative work since very early in human 
history. It began with idols, sculptures and objects made by human hands that were 
given the Creator’s rightful honor, praise, and credit. And this has only expanded with 
time. But notice the words that Jeremiah recorded in Jeremiah 10: 

But the Lord is the true God; He is the living God and the everlasting King… The 
gods that have not made the heavens and the earth shall perish… He (the Lord) 

 John 1:12; John 3:15; John 3:36; Acts 4:4; Romans 4:3; Romans 10:9-10.7

 Acts 11:26.8

 Genesis 1:1. All Scripture references are from the New King James Version unless otherwise noted.9

• !  •61



has made the earth by His power, He has established the world by His wisdom, 
and has stretched out the heavens at His discretion… He is the Maker of all 
things. 

 Having created the material universe and world we know with absolute precision, 
God did not then walk away and abandon it. His creating hand transitioned into a 
sustaining hand. The writer of Hebrews, speaking of Christ, said, “…who being the 
brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by 
the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high.”  10

 “And upholding all things by the word of His power.” Echoing Moses, John says 
that this same “word” that spoke the world into existence, now “upholds” (bears, carries, 
sustains) the very same world.  11

 Paul explained it to the Colossians this way: “[B]y Him (Christ) all things were 
created that are in heaven and that are on earth… All things were created through Him 
and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.”  12

 We do not exist without or apart from Jesus Christ. The stars, the planets, the 
sun, the universe, the cosmos, the earth and everything in this world—it all owes its 
existence to the creative and sustaining (upholding) hand of God. The whole of creation 
could not subsist for even a moment of time without the continued support, guidance, 
and influence of God upon us. And that existence extends to the lives of men. 
 Our total dependence upon God’s upholding involvement in our material world 
makes Him exceedingly relevant in our lives. 

Merciful Relevance 
 God’s relevance in my life is seen in His promise to ransom, redeem, and 
reconcile.  
 Though both the physical and spiritual are affected by God’s merciful relevance to 
us, at the heart of God’s mercy is the eternal soul of man; that which God “breathed into 
(man)… the breath of life; and man became a living being.”  13

 At the heart of man’s being is his spiritual life. It is the core of our essence 
because it came from God. Our bodies were formed from the dirt, but the breath-life 
that makes those bodies alive came directly from God. So, when the first couple ate from 
the forbidden tree, and thus disobeyed God’s instructions, the pre-warned death 
happened, and it was immediate, not physically but spiritually. 
 For the most part, the unbelieving world sees life in the realm of the physical. But 
God sees life differently. Whereas men look on the outside—the material, physical, 
tangible existence—God looks on the inside of a man. God looks at a man’s heart.  14

 Hebrews 1:3.10

 John 1:1-3.11

 Colossians 1:16-17.12
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 Though we enjoy a physical life, because of disobedience (sin), the spiritual 
breath of God that is life (that is, who we truly are) is a “dead” life.  To the Roman 15

believers, Paul explained this duality of life: the physical and spiritual. He showed how, 
though we are alive physically, at the same time we are dead spiritually because of sin.  16

At the core of this death is our inability to bring ourselves back to spiritual life. We have 
no power or ability or strength within ourselves to do so. The writer of Proverbs said it 
well in his rhetorical question, “Who can say, ‘I have made my heart clean, I am pure 
from my sin?’”  17

 At the very outset of our fall from innocence through disobedience, God stepped 
forward and provided an immediate temporary means to have a spiritual walk with 
Him. The idea of a sacrifice was God’s expression of mercy. However, the animal 
sacrifice was sufficient only on a temporary basis; it could not truly pay for our sin. A 
dead animal could not ransom, redeem, and reconcile a spiritual being. So, God went a 
step further. He promised a perfect Lamb, God’s Lamb who would “take away the sins of 
the world.”  Until that Lamb was offered, the sacrifice of the physical lamb would roll 18

sin ahead, but it could not pay its debt. 
 In Jesus Christ, God did for us what we could not do for ourselves. Sin’s debt was 
paid as Christ died on the cross in our place. Back to Paul’s letter to the Romans, the 
apostle said it well: “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly.”  The debt of sin being paid, now it is possible for men to be reconciled 19

back to God, to have a renewed relationship with our Creator.  20

 God provided Himself a Lamb to ransom, redeem, and reconcile us back to 
Himself. Here is God’s mercy made very relevant to our lives. 

Moral Relevance 
 God’s relevance in my life shows me how to live—right and wrong, and their 
consequences. 

moral: of, relating to, or concerned with the principles or rules of right 
conduct or the distinction between right and wrong; ethical  21

 Simply said, morality is right and wrong. But today’s subjective reasoning would 
tell us that any and all morality, if there really is such a thing, is not absolute. Morality is 
fluid. In other words, right and wrong are decided by individuals based on the accepted 
view of the day. What may have been right and wrong in another time may not be right 
and wrong today. 

 Ephesians 2:1.15

 Romans 5.16

 Proverbs 20:9.17

 John 1:36.18

 Romans 5:6.19

Ephesians 2:16; Colossians 1:20; 2 Corinthians 5:18.20

 http://www.dictionary.com21

• !  •63



 God, who created and showed mercy to man, however, has a different opinion. 
From the beginning, God ingrained in man a sense of morality—His morality. Paul 
explained this quite clearly in Romans 1:18-20: 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 
because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has 
shown it to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible 
attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that were 
made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without 
excuse. 

 God established a morality within man that, though it has been explained and 
expounded over time, has not changed. The most basic understanding of morality is 
this: God’s word and our obedience or our disobedience to it. Right and wrong have 
always been found in the “thus says the Lord.” It was that way in the Garden of Eden 
with the first couple;  it is still that way today. 22

 In essence, God’s word—morality—is God Himself. They are one and the same. 
Therefore, since Scripture tells us that Christ (the Word) is “the same yesterday, today, 
and forever,”  God’s morality does not change either. 23

 As previously mentioned, over time God expounded and explained morality, but 
the purpose of this was not to add or subtract from morality, but that the law might be a 
schoolmaster to show us our sin and point us to Christ.  From our beginning, we held a 24

sense of this right and wrong. Adam and Eve’s first reaction at disobeying God’s word 
was to cover up and hide. They knew that they had done wrong. When Cain killed his 
brother, Abel, his first reaction was to hide the body in the ground. He knew that he had 
done wrong. 
 A wrong is done. Sin is committed. We know it. 
 Divine morality does two very important things; without either life becomes 
chaotic. First, morality is what is unacceptable to God: the wrong. Second, morality is 
what is acceptable to God: the right. 
 Yet there is more. Divine morals give order to life. Morality has a positive purpose 
for both the unbeliever and the believer. When we live within God’s moral bounds, life 
has a higher, healthier, better, and more satisfying quality than its moral-less 
counterpart. Moses challenged Israel with this choice as they were preparing to enter 
the Promised Land. He said, “I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, 
that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that 
both you and your descendants may live.”  25

 If all men were to live within God’s moral parameters, our relationships with each 
other would be friendlier. Our dealings with each other would more honorable. The 

 Genesis 2:16-17.22

 Hebrews 13:8.23

 Galatians 3:21-25.24

 Deuteronomy 30:19.25
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problems we experience would be resolved fairly. It would mean a world that would see 
a whole lot less of selfishness, greed, anger, hatred, brutality, violence, crime, war, etc. 
 We all know that such a world is not the one we live in. In fact, divine morals are 
openly mocked, denied, ignored, and violated by the minute. Listen to the public 
dialogue as the opposing parties debate the hot social and political issues of our day. 
Men and women flaunt their immoral lives and lifestyles openly for all to see. Through 
special interest groups, left-wing politicians, governmental laws and mandates, the 
media, the entertainment industry, etc., this immorality is being bombarded on our 
society on a daily basis. The only thing keeping this world from total chaos is the 
morality of God. 
 It would be frightening to get even a glimpse of this world if God’s morality were 
to be removed. 
 God’s relevance in our lives through His morality is absolutely essential to life 
itself. 

Miraculous Relevance 
 God’s relevance in my life was on full display in His incarnation, crucifixion, and 
resurrection. 
 A worldview that will not give a place at the table for the spiritual has no time for 
or acceptance of the truly miraculous. And why is that? To be truly miraculous, 
something has to be a God-thing. It has to be outside the abilities, boundaries and limits 
of man. 

miracle: an effect or extraordinary event in the physical world that 
surpasses all known human or natural powers and is ascribed to a 
supernatural cause  26

If it can be explained or accredited to man, it is not miraculous. 
 Oh, yes, the world will proclaim, “Miracle!” at many things deemed 
extraordinary, unexplainable, or mysterious. But they will not give the credit to God. We 
give credit to luck or mere chance (the absence of any cause of events that can be 
predicted, understood, or controlled). 
 The Bible is full of stories of God’s miraculous hand doing what only He can do. 
The opening of the Red Sea.  Hezekiah’s sundial going backwards.  An empty jar of oil 27 28

and pot of meal replenishing themselves every day.  The blind receiving their sight.  29 30

The dead brought back to life (in both the Old Testament  and New Testament) . And 31 32

the list could go on and on. 

 http://www.dictionary.com26

 Exodus 14.27

 2 Kings 20:10-11.28

 1 Kings 17:8-16.29

 John 9:1-25.30

 2 Kings 4:32-37.31

 Luke 7:11-17.32
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 Though the unbeliever and uninformed might see God’s miracles as random, in 
reality they all have purpose. It is not the kind of purpose we probably think of at first. 
We think of miracles in the personal sense: what they do for me. We cry out, “God, I 
need a miracle!” We even wonder and question God because we do not see Him doing 
much in the miraculous realm today as we read about in the Bible. 
 In 1984, the Boston College Eagles played in Miami’s Orange Bowl against the 
University of Miami, Coach Jimmy Johnson’s defending national champion Hurricanes. 
With 28 seconds left, Boston College trailed 45-41. Three quick plays took the Eagles 
from their 20 to the Hurricane’s 48-yard line. It would be the final play of the game. 
Quarterback Doug Flutie called “55 Flood Tip.” All the receivers were to go straight 
downfield into the end zone and tip the football to another receiver. Flutie scrambled 
back to his 37-yard line, requiring a 63-yard pass against 30 mile-per-hour winds. The 
Hurricane defensive backs did not think Flutie could throw his 46th pass that far and 
never paid attention to Gerald Phelan as he got behind them to catch the pass for the 
win. 
 Some called it a Hail Mary. Some called it a “Hail Flutie.” Some called it a miracle 
in Miami. But it was no miracle. Flutie threw a 63-yard pass. Phelan caught it. Did it 
defy the odds? Yes. Was it a spectacular play? Without question. But there was no act of 
God here. (Sorry, Boston College fans.) Nor was any glory given to His name.  
 The problem with miracles lies with us, not with God. You see, God’s miracles 
have never been about us. They have always been about Him. They are special moments 
in time when God reveals, reminds, and reassures us that He is in control, fully capable 
of doing everything He has promised. Miracles exalt God. They display the presence and 
power of God for the purpose of bringing glory to His name.  
 Now, on our side of the miracle, we certainly are blessed when they happen in our 
lives. First of all, miracles confirm God’s word. That confirmation certainly boosts and 
strengthens our faith in God. It is also important to note that miracles tend to be 
temporary. This means that they were never meant to be the foundation of life. If you 
study them, you will see that they had no eternal fruit to speak of. They met a 
momentary need, absolutely. However, the Red Sea water returned to its place. The day 
came when the jar and pot stopped refilling. The dead raised to life? They died later on. 
 So, how do miracles show God’s relevance to life? I would suggest to you that 
with every biblical miracle, God was setting the stage for the one truly great miracle. It 
was a miracle with an impact that would be more eternal than it would be physical, 
transcending time and touching men of every tribe and tongue. It was the miracle of 
God’s only begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  
 All other biblical (and non-biblical) miracles take a back seat to the miracle of 
Jesus. And the miracle that is Jesus Christ is an all-inclusive one. We separate it into 
stages or sections: His incarnation, His life, His death, His burial, and His resurrection. 
But it is one single miracle. Without it—without any piece or part of it—its miraculous 
nature disappears, and we are left without hope. It is an all-or-nothing miracle. 
 I would then suggest to you that the highlight of the miracle of Jesus came in His 
resurrection from death. His virgin birth was absolutely a miracle. His sinless life, 
innocence in death, and burial all held some aspect of the miraculous. But His 
resurrection was the validation of all that He preached and promised. 
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 The resurrection is the one miracle that no man has ever been able to replicate. It 
sets Jesus head and shoulders above every other religious leader. The resurrection 
confirmed who Jesus is and what He came to do. It was so integral to the gospel 
message that all four Gospel writers record it,  and almost every other New Testament 33

author touches on the subject. 
 No miracle is more relevant to our lives, physical and spiritual, than the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. His death paid our debt of sin, but His 
resurrection means we can enjoy life everlasting. 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 
Me, though he may die, he shall live.”  34

 Our need of God’s miracles makes Him exceedingly relevant in our lives. 

Mediatorial Relevance 
 God’s relevance in my life remains as Jesus Christ intercedes on my behalf with 
God. 
 There is one final relevant thought we need to consider. That is the relevance of 
the role Jesus plays as our mediator with God. 
 A mediator is someone who is a go-between. He pleads one’s case with a higher 
authority. Let me illustrate this with a personal story: When I was a young teenager, my 
mother’s sister and family came for a weekend visit. In the front yard of our house, we 
had a big pine tree with a nice branch about twelve feet off the ground. My siblings and I 
had attached a rope to the limb and would use it to push off from the trunk in order to 
see how many times we could spin around before we came back to the tree’s trunk. (It 
was the late sixties; we made our own entertainment in those days.) 
 Dad had warned us to not be on the rope while our cousins were visiting. They 
were all girls, and Dad did not want anyone getting hurt. As they were loading up to 
leave, all of us kids were in the front yard. It had been a long weekend, and I could not 
take it anymore, so I put my foot in the loop at the end of the rope and proceeded to 
show my cousins what they had been missing. Then it happened. One of the girls got too 
close and my right foot met her head. You would have thought that she was really hurt 
the way she started screaming. 
 As Dad and my uncle came out the front door, I knew I was dead meat. I had seen 
that look on Dad’s face many times before, and I knew what lay in store just as soon as 
our relatives were gone. Then an amazing thing happened. My uncle stepped between 
Dad and me. He began pleading with my dad to not punish me. My cousin was okay—no 
bleeding, nothing broken. Somehow, his pleas were convincing, for I never got what I 
deserved. 
 In American society, lawyers act as mediators in our court system. These “legal 
beagles” study and learn the law. Once they pass the bar exam, they stand in court and 
plead for their client with the judge who presides over the case. 

 Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20.33

 John 11:25.34
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 Jesus is our mediator in the court of heaven’s judgment room. He is better than a 
lawyer because He has been where we are; He knows our troubles, our trials, our 
temptations, and our tendencies. He has experienced every one and has overcome each 
of them. No one knows us better than Jesus. The writer of Hebrews calls Him our “high 
priest over the house of God.”  And having ascended on high, He now sits at the right 35

hand of the Father, making intercession on behalf of those who put their faith in Him.  36

 We have no other mediator available to us who can stand in heaven’s court room 
of judgment. No one other than Jesus has the credentials to mediate. No one other than 
Jesus has the compassion to mediate. No one other than Jesus is the Christ, God’s 
appointed Mediator. 
 This mediation has two parts. Jesus mediates for men when we hear the gospel 
message and repent in faith. He mediates to the Father on our behalf that the record of 
our sins be washed clean. Secondly, Jesus mediates for us as we walk with Him in daily 
life. When we struggle, when we are weak, or when we face a humanly insurmountable 
obstacle, Christ mediates for us with the Father. 
 Our need of a mediator makes Jesus Christ exceedingly relevant in our lives. 

Conclusion 

relevant: bearing upon or connected with the matter in hand; pertinent 

 The question is asked, “Is God relevant in my life?” I answer with a resounding, 
“Yes!” And the evidence I have presented in this paper does not even begin to scratch 
the surface of how, when, and where God’s relevance applies. If my paper did cover it 
all, there would be no need for the holy Scriptures. 
 The Bible: that is our source for God’s relevance. Faith: that is our avenue by 
which we experience God’s relevance. Obedience: that is our amen of God’s relevance in 
our lives.

 Hebrews 10:21.35

 Hebrews 7:24-8:2.36

• !  •68


