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Church News

Deacons Honored at Mt. Vernon 

On Sunday, January 28, 2018, Mt. Vernon Free Will 
Baptist Church honored two of their senior deacons for 50 
years of service. Brother Bill Duvall and Brother Dwayne 
Helton has served as a deacon of the Mt. Vernon Free Will 
Baptist Church for 50 years. They were ordained on January 
28, 1968 and have served the Lord and the congregation 
faithfully. The church honored Brother Bill and Brother 
Dwayne with a plaque and a reception following the evening 
service. Pictured below are Brother Bill Duvall and wife 
Sister Glenda Duvall and Brother Dwayne Helton and wife 
Sister Evelyn Helton.

Arkansas State Meeting
The 2018 Arkansas Free Will Baptist State Meeting is scheduled for May 21-22, 2018 at Camp Beaverfork.  This year we 
will consider a theme, “Church Health: What’s Beneath the Surface?”  Our speakers will be,

 Monday evening: Rev. Jim Walker, “The Importance of Roots; a Healthy Church’s Foundation.”
 Tuesday morning: Rev. Andy Haskins, “The Impact of Roots; A Healthy Church Flourishing.”
 Tuesday afternoon: Rev. Joseph Hall (devotion).
 Tuesday evening: Rev. Jamey Cowgill, “The Imvestment of Roots; a Healthy Church’s Future.”

Each worship service will be lead by a group from one of three of our state churches--Mt. Home FWB, Ballew’s Chapel 
FWB, and Rolling Oaks FWB.
In place of the Bible Conference on Monday afternoon this year we will be hosting an open forum.  Mission Board 
Chairman, Blaine Rogers, and Executive Director, David Taylor will share about the state of State Missions and the State 
Office.  As time permits the speakers will also field questions from the attendees.

Editor’s Note: We apologize, but due to a change in the publishing schedule of the VISION, the full program is not 
available in time to be included in this issue, but will be posted on the website in March (arfwb.org) and in the May-June 
VISION.



Ministers’ Wives’ Retreat
Coming from every direction across the state, thirty-four ministers’ wives converged upon Camp Paron, February 2-3.  
Looking forward to renewal and relaxation, each one came excited about what the Lord had in store for us.  We were not 
disappointed!

Friday afternoon found ladies gathering with old friends and making new ones.  The chatter and laughter could be heard all 
over the camp.

Highlighting Second 
Corinthians 3:18 as our 
retreat verse, our theme 
was “Mirror, Mirror.”  
Through music, Fawn 
Gibson did a marvelous 
job of preparing our hearts 
for worship.  God used 
Carolyn Dwyer, Ashland 
City, TN, to develop our 
theme.  During Friday 

evening’s session, Carolyn asked the question, “Mirror, mirror, 
on the wall, who is the fairest of them all?”  She answered 
by citing a well-known hymn – “Fairest Lord Jesus.”  Four 
reasons He is fairest:  (1) His love for us never changes; (2) He 
is always in control; (3) He supplies all our needs; and (4) He is 
with us at all times.

After the Friday night session, we gathered for a time of facials, 
fun and fellowship.  Without exception, every lady had a great 
time pampering herself.  Sure did make for some great pictures!

Saturday morning found attendees ready to hear what Carolyn 
had to share with us.  She used the mirror of God’s Word to 

talk about the ideal woman 
in Proverbs 31.  As ministers’ wives, she instructed us to 
be trustworthy, contented, willing, thrifty, well-dressed, 
industrious, charitable, kind and wise.

In our final session, Carolyn asked each one to “reflect” on 
the ministry.   She then asked us to list 5 blessings and 5 
challenges we had experienced in the ministry.  Afterwards, 
Carolyn shared ways to enjoy the blessings and accept the 
challenges.

As our goodbyes were said, several ladies expressed what 
the retreat had meant to them.  “This was just what I 

needed.”  “I had the best time this weekend.”  “I am 
so beyond thankful I was able to spend the weekend 
with each of you ladies.”  “Thank you, Sister Carolyn, 
for the wonderful words of encouragement.”   

The 2019 Ministers’ Wives’ Retreat is already 
confirmed and on the calendar.  Mark the dates:  
February 1 & 2!



Arkansas Churches without Pastors
The following churches have asked the State Office to 
announce their pulpit vacancies.

Baker’s Creek FWB Church
1581 Baker’s Creek Rd   Contact: Joe Ford
Russellville, AR 72802  (479.857.0694)

Cedar Heights FWB Church

119 Locust Street
Quitman, AR 72131  (501.335.7685)

Fairview FWB Church (bi-vocational)
598 Bradley 18 RD East (mail) Contact: Gary Ashcraft
Warren, AR 71671  (870.820.2128)
   (wanda_ashcraft@hughes.net)
   
Hatfield FWB Church
171 West Johnson         Contact: Mrs. Linda Denton
Hatfield, AR 71945  123 South Tilly Road
    Hatifield, AR 71945
    (870.389.6676)

Huntsville FWB Church
702 College Street 
Huntsville, AR 72740  Contact: Jeff Reeves   
    (479.409.4853) 
    Don Smith (479.325.1046)

Upper Spring Creek FWB Church
4941 Old Booneville Road Contact: Harlan Patton
Belleville, AR 72824  (479.495.2483)

64th Annual Arkansas WAC Meeting
Camp Beaverfork, Conway

March 10, 2018

Theme: “Ministry in Motion:  
Walk, Talk, Give, Send”
Scripture: Colossians 3:17

8:00 AM -- Registration: Janie Campbell

8:30 AM -- Morning Session
Congregational Singing: Sandy Forman

Seating of Delegates
Appointment of Committees

Missionary Share Time
WNAC Report

Brunch

10:30 AM -- Business Session
Congregational Singing: Sandy Forman

Secretary’s Report: Brenda Housley
Treasurer’s Report: Melissa Haralson

Election of State Nominating Committee
Recommendations from Executive Committee

Selection of 2018 State Project
Miscellaneous Business

11:45 AM -- Worship Service
Memorial Moment: Brenda Housley

Congregational Singing: Sandy Forman
Offering

Special Music
Speaker: Beth Willhite of Texas
Closing Remarks: Lisa Bowden

Lunch--On Your Own

Available for Pulpit Supply: 

Buddy Gandy--501.580.3008
Kevin Haralson--479.747.5769

Jon Wiggs--501.593.3813
Max Gentry--479.471.6739

Bobby Shepherd--870.251.7628
Greig Caswell--501.472.9583

Note: Brethren, if you are interested in pulpit supply, send 
your contact information to the State Office.



IM Appoints Arkansas Couple to Japan
At the December 6-7, 2017 IM Board meeting in Antioch, 
Tennessee, Daniel and Shelby Culwell were approved as two-year 
interns to work with Heath and Joni Hubbard in Tokyo, Japan.  
Daniel and Shelby split their time between Arkansas and 
Tennessee.  The couple work with youth at Bethel FWB Church 
in Ashland City, TN and Mt. Bethel FWB Church in Rose Bud, 
AR.
Daniel is a 2015 Welch College graduate with a degree in youth 
ministry and a minor in business.  He also studied mechanical 
engineering at Austin Peay State University in Clarksville, TN.  
Shelby completed a year at Welch College before transfering to 
Austin Peay where she earned a degree in graphic design with a 
business minor.
The Culwells have two sons: two-year old Easton and one-year 
old Barrett. 
Pray for the Culwells as they begin the support raising portion of 
their appointment. You can contact them to schedule services at 
sculwell@fwbgo.com or at 931.220.8910.

April 29, 2018

IM Missionaries Retire
To all our fellow coworkers in Arkansas,
There comes a time in life when changes have to be made.  
Our journey with IM began with our short-term assignment 
to Sapporo, Japan in 1972.  We were a part of the Good 
News Team, an evangelistic college group of five girls and 
four guys, who were sent to Sapporo, Japan in 1972.  That 
was our introduction to Japan and the beginning of our 
ministry with the Japanese people.  In 1974 after completion 
of Missionary Internship training we were appointed to career 
service in Japan.  Since September of 1975 when we arrived 
on the field God has given us the privilege of having a part in 
laboring together with the body of Christ to fulfill the Great 
Commission in Japan and Asia.  
It has been our privilege to minister with you for these many 
years. Sandra and I want to thank each one of you for your 
friendship, help, cooperation, love, prayers and tears on our 
behalf down through the years.  We desire your prayers for 
God’s wisdom and leadership as we venture out into this next 
segment of our journey serving the Lord, Free Will Baptists, 
friends and family.  
We feel the commandment to honor your parents is not just 
a commandment to follow when we are in our youth.  The 
needs of elderly parents should be a concern for us all.  That 
being said, we feel the time has come to retire from IM.  Upon 
IM Board approval at the December IM Board meeting, our 
retirement became effective December 31, 2017.  We have 
assumed the main responsibility of looking after the needs of 
our last remaining parent, Sandra’s mother.  She has been and 
still is a faithful servant of the Lord but we feel the need to be 
nearby.  We will be residing in Tifton, Georgia. 
Be assured our love and prayers for and support of His 
work via you all, our Free Will Baptist family, will certainly 
continue.  If we can be of assistance in any way, please let us 
know.

Blessings and Hope,
Dale and Sandra Bishop



 
 
 
 
 

Sign up for important Prayer updates from 
National Association of Free Will 
Baptists 2018 Convention.  
Get information for 2018 Prayer Team for the National Association in Little Rock right on your 
phone—not on handouts. 

 

 

Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to rmd.at/2018pray on a desktop computer to sign up for email notifications. 

rmd.at/2018pray 

First and Last Name 

(555) 555-5555 

Pick a way to receive messages for 2018 Prayer Team for the National Association in Little 
Rock: 

A If you have a smartphone, get push 
notifications. 

On your iPhone or Android phone, 
open your web browser and go to 
the following link: 

rmd.at/2018pray 
 
 

Join 2018 Prayer Team for the 
National Association in Little 

Full Name 

Follow the instructions to sign up 
for Remind. You’ll be prompted to 
download the mobile app. Phone Number or Email Address 

B If you don’t have a smartphone, 
get text notifications. 

Text the message @2018pray to the 
number 81010. 

To 

  81010  
If you’re having trouble with 81010, try 
texting @2018pray to (479) 431-6618. Message 

* Standard text message rates apply. @2018pray 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Family Ministries News
Ground will be broken soon for the Curtis and Celia Massey Activity Center at the entrance of the Young Homes at Chaffee 
Crossing in Fort Smith, Arkansas. This addition to the campus of the Curtis, Cliff and Opal Young Children’s Home is possible 
in large part due to a major gift from Wallace and Jama Fowler from Jonesboro made in honor of Mrs. Fowler’s parents. 
The building will provide office space needed for two case managers and an administrator as required by the Child Welfare 
Agency Review Board for Residential Child Care facilities. In addition, the facility will have an activity room for the children 
placed in the care of the Young Home by the Division of Children and Family Services (DCFS) due to abuse and/or neglect. 
The Young Home serves up to 32 children at any one time. 
The emphasis of the Young Home is on keeping sibling groups together under one roof. Each of the four homes (Heart, Soul, 
Mind and Strength) look and function as much as possible like a regular residence in a traditional neighborhood. Trained house 
parents love and care for eight to nine children from small babies through high school age. Children attend public schools 
and every effort to meet their educational, physical, social, and spiritual needs is made until they can return to their biological 
parents, are placed with a relative or other legal guardian, or DCFS locates and approves a pre-adoptive home. 
The activity, conference, and family meeting rooms will provide space for mentors and tutors to meet with children. They will 
also allow caseworkers, counselors, therapists, Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA), and guardian ad litems to meet with 
their assigned children without disrupting the family environment in the homes. The building will have common space for a 
clothes closet, freezer, and dry food storage. 
The Fowlers have been successful business developers for many years. As the owner of Fowler Foods, they operated as many as 
83 Kentucky Fried Chicken stores in the 80’s. The Fowlers were involved in banking in the mid 80’s to early 2000’s. Wallace 
served as Chairman and CEO of Mercantile Bank and First Bank of Arkansas in Jonesboro and most recently Liberty Bank. 
The Fowler’s sold Liberty Bank to Centennial Bank in 2013. Wallace and Jama are known statewide for their generosity; giving 
to major projects such as the Fowler Center for the Performing Arts at Arkansas State University and the Fowler House at the 
University of Arkansas as well as their involvement in the community of Jonesboro. 
The Curt, Cliff and Young Children’s Home at Chaffee Crossing in Fort Smith is one of three residential child care facilities 
which comprise Arkansas True Vision Children Homes (ATVCH). All three homes serve abused and neglected children with an 

emphasis on keep sibling groups together 
instead of placement in different foster 
care or residential homes around the state. 
Florence Crittenton in Little Rock serves 
up to 16 children and the Maggie House 
in Charleston has four cottages serving up 
to 32 children. All three homes together 
may serve up to 80 children daily with 
average long- term placements ranging 
from six to nine months. Arkansas True 
Vision Children Homes is a non-profit 
corporation affiliated with Free Will 
Baptist Family Ministries, headquartered 
in Greeneville, TN. 
The mission of Family Ministries, 
Arkansas True Vision Children Homes, 
and affiliates is “To share Christ in order 
to unify and preserve families and provide 
a loving, caring and secure environment 
in which to live, work and grow in the 
Lord.” For further information, contact 
Free Will Baptist Family Ministries, at 
423-639-9449. 

(L-R) Wallace and Jama Fowler present a check for $400,000 to Ken Winningham, Church Relation 
Coordinator for Family Ministries, and his wife, Annetta, for the Curtis and Celia Massey Activity Center.

Missionaries Available for Services
Four missionary couples with Arkansas ties are available for mission services.
Jaimie & Tammy Lancaster (IM, Uruguay).  In the States until April.*
Daniel & Shelby Culwell (IM, Japan). Newly appointed two-year missionaries.*  Daniel is out of the Mt. Bethel FWB Church.
David & Angie Outlaw (IM, Ed. Specialists). Former Arkansas pastor currently residing in Nashville, TN.*
*Contact Stacie Compton at IM to schedule (stacie@fwbgo.com) 
Steve & Amanda Schmidt (NAM, Albuquerque, NM.  Steve has been pastoring the Macedonia FWB Church, New Edinburg.
Contact Steve at steveschmidt2012@gmail.com, or 870.220.1754.



2018 Nomination Schedule
Arkansas State Association of Free Will Baptists

Executive Board  Nominee
Tim Harris (2018)  ____________________ 

*Terry Spradlin (2018)  ____________________

Kendall Ross (2019 

Kevin Barnett (2019)

Ricky Rauls (2020)  

Mark Stripling (2020)  

Mission Board
*Russell Thomas (2018)  ____________________

*Jeff Holland (2018)  ____________________ 

Kevin Jewell (2019)

Blaine Rogers (2019)

Jared Higginbotham (2020)  

Scott Warren (2020)   

Christian Education Board
*Jim Walker (2018)  ____________________

Ben Ryan (2018)   ____________________

Travis Alexander (2019)

BJ Duvall (2019)

Danny O’Neal (2020)  

Ben Campbell (2020)  

Youth Board
*Tim Forman (2018)  ____________________

Daniel Young (2018)  ____________________

Bret Morris (2019)

Jamey Cowgill (2019)

Ben Gibson (2020)  

Chance Skinner (2020)  

State Officers
Moderator (Nelson Henderson)  ____________________

Asst Mod (Tim Landers)          ____________________

Clerk (Wendell Leckbee)            ____________________

Asst Clerk (Keith Bowden)       ____________________

Randall University Trustee
Jason Nichols (2018-2020 term) ____________________

*ineligible for relection

Note: nominations may be made from the floor at the State 
meeting.

State Meeting Hotels
 May 21-22, 2018

 
Fairfield Inn & Suites

2260 Sanders Road, Conway
(501) 505-8034

$94.00 + tax (1 King or 2 Queen)
Free Breakfast Buffet

Holiday Inn Express
2230 Sanders Road, Conway

(501) 205-1315
$107.00 + tax (Monday night, King or Queen)
$114.00 + tax (Tuesday night, King or Queen)

Free Breadkfast Buffet

Hilton Garden Inn
805 Amity Road, Conway

(501) 329-1444
$99.00 + tax (1 King or 2 Queens)

Free Breakfast Buffet

Note: ask for Arkansas Free Will Baptist group rate.

Online reservations are available for Fairfield Inn & Suites.  
Email Diana@arfwb.org for information about this option.



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

	  

	  

2018 CTS STATE EXPO 

Union Grove FWB 
Church 
	  77 W Union Grove Rd.  

Atkins, AR  72823	  

Doors open at 8:30 a.m.	  

April 28, 

2018 

For	  additional	  information,	  go	  to	  www.campbeaverfork.org	  and	  click	  on	  the	  “CTS	  
EXPO”	  link	  
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 The Vision is published 6 times yearly by the Arkansas State Association of Free 
Will Baptists, Inc. Executive Director, David Taylor, is the editor. Subscription rates are $6.00 
per subscription per year. The editors email is:

david@arfwb.org.
 Stories, articles, events, pictures are welcomed.  Submissions must be in by the 
5th of the month for the next month’s VISION.
 The editor reserves the right to accept or reject any articles submitted for 
publication. All printed articles represent the views of the authors and do not reflect the 
policy or position of Arkansas Free Will Baptists. 

National Hosting Fee Update
Thank you to all the churches who have stepped up to the 
plate, helping with our financial obligation to host the 2018 
National Association this July in Little Rock.  Our goal is 
$40,000. 
Through the end of January, we have received $30,554, and 
we praise the Lord for your generosity! 
As you can see we still have $9,446.00 to raise. 

We have asked each church 
to consider sending a $200 
gift for our hosting fee.  Many 
of you have given, some 
more than once. Through 
individuals, churches, districts 
and one state board, we are 
almost at our goal.  If you have 
not been able to do something  
yet, would you consider a gift 
now?  
Thank you in advance for 
what I know you will do.

$40,000.00
$30,554.00

Publication Note: 

Due to a continued unacceptable income vs. expense 
inequity, the VISON will begin publishing on a 

bi-monthly schedule, starting with the January-February 
2018 issue.

Our desire is to produce an informative paper for our 
consituants, but to do so as good stewards of the monies 

we receive.  Therefore we, reluctantly announce this 
change.

Fundraising Goals


