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2016 Arkansas State Association Meeting
May 16 & 17 saw 162 register for the annual Arkansas State 
Association meeting, held at Camp Beaverfork. Moderator Nelson 
Henderson guided the delegation through two days of reports, 
budgets, news, worship, and fellowship.

Dr. Spencer Ledbetter from Hillsdale FWB 
College was this year’s Bible Conference 
speaker.  The Executive, Christian 
Education, Youth and Mission boards 
reported to the delegates, along with national 
departments and missionaries. Pastors Tim 
Forman, Ben Ryan, and Executive Director 
David Taylor preached during the worship sessions. On Monday evening a reception was 
held to honor outgoing Executive Director Tim Campbell and his wife Janie, along with 
welcoming the new director, David Taylor, and wife Debe.

Five international missionaries attended this year’s meeting.  State Mission Director Don Matchett shared with 
the delegates an overview of the new missionary funding being implemented by International Mission, and how 
ACTS 1:8 will work in this new system.  Youth Director Brian 
Kesterson showed off some big donations made to Camp Beaverfork 
that came from the Saline Association. State Senator Jason 
Rapert was this year’s Master’s Men banquet featured speaker. 

Thanks goes out to Ben Campbell 
and Sandi Forman (music), and 
Brad Taylor (photography) for their 
part in the meetings’ success.  And 
a special “thank you” goes out to 
Diana Caswell, Linda Whitten, Brian 
Kesterson, Don Matchett, and Tim 

Campbell.  These individuals went above and beyond what was asked to help 
make the meeting a success.



News From Camp Beaverfork!
When God Shows Out ...

by Brian Kesterson

We all know that God can do big things….but do we believe it?  It is one thing to know it can happen, but 
something totally different to believe it can happen.  May I simply put it like this…God has the ability to take a 
small ember and turn it into a wildfire.  Camp Beaverfork has recently experienced a “Wildfire”.  

Yes, the cabins are still standing and the hill is as tall as before.  However, the camp has been the recipient of 
God simply showing out by using just a few to accomplish a lot (as has been His trademark).  It started back in 
February, during the Kid’s Retreat, when a group of men from the Harmony FWB Church in Warren attended.  

These men caught a vision of some needs at the camp, and 
took it upon themselves to go back to the Saline Association 
and seek some assistance.  Once ignited, the fire started to 
grow.  As the fire grew, others caught the vision, pitched in, 
and soon the fire turned into a “wildfire”.  

Between several 
churches, local 
business, and 
individuals, enough 
money was raised 
to purchase a 2016 
Yamaha Viking for 
the camp.  Also 

churches spent several 
weeks collecting sporting equipment to donate to the camp for summer 
use.  The Young Adult class from Harmony FWB Church hosted a 
crawfish boil that raised enough money to complete the mattress project 
that the camp had been working on for the past few years.  It just goes to 
be said, NEVER say NEVER when God shows up.

The State Youth Board would like to extend a special word of thanks to all those in the Saline Association who 
were involved in making these needs at Camp Beaverfork to became a reality.          



Arkansas Youth Excel in State CTS Expo
On April 30th, over 350 students participated in the 2016 AR State CTS Expo held at the Union Grove FWB 
Church in Atkins.  These students competed in Bible, Music, and Art categorizes.  All together there were 205 

different competitive entries.  These 
entries represented 23 churches 
from 11 different associations.  
New Hope Association 
had the most total entries with 
36, and the First FWB Church 
of Star City brought the most 
entries from a single church with 
24.  At the end of the day, 107 
entries took the top spot and will 
be traveling to Kansas City, Missouri 
on July 17-20, 2016 to participate 

at the National Youth Conference Expo. (For a complete list of the winners, go to 
www.campbeaverfork.org and click on the CTS Expo link)

If you would like to get more information on how your church can start a CTS program and involve students in 
the CTS Expo for 2017, please contact Youth Director Brian Kesterson at 870-267-3074.

More Youth Board News
The Youth Board is sponsoring their second “Young Adult Retreat,” August 12-13, 2016 at Camp Beaverfork.   
This retreat is open at no cost to all who fall into the 18-25 age bracket.  

Southern Ohio native Neil Gilliland is this year’s speaker. Neil was saved while attending the Porter FWB Church.  
Following high school graduation, he attended Ohio State University, 
receiving his degree in psychology.  Then he attended Welch College to study 
Bible and missions; there he met and married his wife Sheila.  Almost 20 years 
after graduating from OSU, Neil earned his M.S. and Ph.D. in Counseling 
Psychology from Tennessee State University.  He is an avid sports fan, 
loves to fish, and enjoys bluegrass music.  Neil and Sheila have one married 
daughter, Hannah, and a four-year old grandson.  

For more information about this retreat, go to www.campbeaverfork.org 
(FWB Retreats) and click on “Journey.”



Old Mt. Zion Celebrates 175 years
The Old Mt. Zion Association recently celebrated their 175th 
anniversary, meeting at the Old Mt. Zion Campground, May 

5-7.  On Saturday morning Moderator Eddie Davis led the 
delegates through business.  Rev. Henry Snoderly preached 
a message about remembering those asleep in Christ from 1 

Corinthians 15:35-47.  
Then Jerry Brumley and the 

celebration committee led 
the attendees on a walk down memory lane.  

The rich heritage of the association was shared in a review of the early churches 
and ministers who organized the association.  Meetings held, sermon speakers, 

and moderators were gleaned from old minutes.  Stories of the obstacles and 
hardships of the churches and association added interest to the proceedings, as 
did names of minister’s ordained and their dates, resolutions made, and special 

events held.

A reading of the obituary roll reminded all present of the continued need for 

men and women to step up and continue the labor.  A 
review of the campground’s beginning and success was 

an encouragement.

Though no one was present who attended that original association meeting in 1841, Rev. Eldon Bagwell shared his 
childhood memories of the 100th anniversary (1941).

Arkansas Churches without Pastors
Several Arkansas churches are without pastors at this time. Anyone interested is encouraged to contact the 
following:
Cedar Heights FWB Church     First FWB Church
119 Locust Street      1602 Leawood
Quitman, AR 72131      Benton, AR 72015

White Hall FWB Church     Chester FWB Church (associate pastor)
103 Timber Lane      PO Box 152
White Hall, AR 71603      Chester, AR 72946

NOTE: any church interested in having their pulpit vacancy included in the Vision, please send your information 
by the 5th of the month to david@arfwb.org. Please include the name of a contact person and contact information.

Back Row: Bros. David Taylor, Jerry Brumley, Loy Coutns, Eldon Bagwell, Paul Payne, Lester Shadrick, 
Lester Harp, Ketih Burden, Billy Wilson and Eddie Davis.  Front Row: Bros. Donnie Carter, Donnie 

Grimes, Bruce Thurman, Dewayne Lane and Henry Snoderly.

Moderator Eddie Davis

****************************************



Mission Funding News
Are changes coming to ACTS 1:8?  International Mission recently an-
nounced a change to their funding system in two area. First, they have gone 
back to individual missionary accounts.  Second, year-end “zeroing out” of 
missionary accounts has been discontinued.

So what does all of this mean for ACTS 1:8? Actually, very little.  Our State 
Mission Board has enacted changes where our ACTS 1:8 plan will func-
tion like it did originally: Arkansas missionaries will be supported by their 
connection to Arkansas.  However, if there are any overages in ACTS 1:8 
giving, and we hope there are, will go towards deficit missionary accounts, 
and to missionaries who do not come from the “traditional” areas (i.e., 
children of missionaries who have become missionaries, missionaries from 
the mission field, etc.).  These groups are growing fast, with many of our 
missionaries coming from these groups.  And we are blessed to have them.

Please continue to give faithfully to ACTS 1:8. And be assured that we are dedicated to supporting missionaries 
who’ve depended on us for years, and, hopefully, we can continue to see our plan grow to help others as well.

The only real change needed to ACTS 1:8 is for new individuals and churches to see their responsibility and the 
urgency in missions to spread the Gospel.  Additionally, we need those who understand how important this is to the 
health and well-being of the local church to be an advocate to encourage others.

Minister’s Wive’s Retreat Recap
“I’m the daughter of a Georgia chicken farmer!”  On May 14-15 at the Arkansas Ministers’ 
Wives’ Retreat, Speaker Ruth Carney captured our attention and held it as she shared 
her life experiences.  From that humble beginning in Georgia, God took her around the 
world as a missionary, to the parsonage as a pastor’s wife, and to the city office as mayor 
of Hot Springs.  “If God calls you to the task and equips you for the task, you need to 
walk worthy of that calling.”  She made us laugh – cry – and then laugh some more.  All 
the time crediting God for what He can do with a life surrendered to Him.

Along with the spiritual advice and encouragement, each attendee, with guidance from 
Painting with a Twist (Little Rock) painted her very own canvas of hydrangeas.  Some 
discovered hidden talent; 
others not so much.  
However, everyone had a 
great time.

On Friday evening, a 
surprise “We Love You” 

party was held for Jane Campbell.  To show 
gratitude for the 14 years of care and encouragement 
given to the ministers’ wives, Jane was presented 
with gifts, a bouquet of flowers and words of 
appreciation.

Did the ladies enjoy it?  Judge for yourself from the 
comments made by some who attended:  

“This was perfect.”  “I really needed this.”     “What a great time.”  “This was amazing.”       
 “Wow, just wow!” “I am so glad I came.”   “This was so worth coming for.”

Speaker Ruth Carney



And A Child Shall Lead Them
by Jason Scott

“Olivia, pick up your blocks.”  Past experience dictated we would now sing the “clean up song,” and the blocks 
would be put away.  This time, however, I heard my toddler reply, “Uhmmm, no.”   “Olivia, I said pick up your 
blocks.”  “No, daddy. Don’t want to.”  She grinned, and I sat in stunned silence with my mind racing.  “Who 
taught her this evil word?”  “How young is too young to spank?”  “She is her mother’s child!”  Okay, the last one 
is not fair, but every dad has thought it at least once, right?

In that moment I realized two things:  First, my daughter understands she has choices in life.  From this point 
forward she will make conscious choices on when to obey and when to disobey.  She will make choices in life 
which will, in part, dictate our relationship.   Second, she willingly chose to defy her father.  This action was 
much different than when, as a baby, she spit sweet potato puree in my face or when she accidently covered me 
in pink glitter from her new purse.  This was outright defiance.  The “uhmmm” part indicated she had actually 
given some toddler thought to her decision, and she chose to tell me no.  A Bible story came to my mind: I could 
hear God telling Jonah, “Go to Nineveh,” and Jonah replying, “Uhmmm, no, Daddy.  Don’t want to.”

What about these, “Uhmmm, no,” moments in life?  I understand just a little better what our Heavenly Father 
must feel when we make that choice; and let me tell you, it hurts.  It hurts down deep.  I want what is best for 
my daughter, and every direction I give her is meant to shape and form her into a good person.  Likewise, God 
wants to shape and form us, through direction, into the likeness of His Son.  For us to say “no” must hurt deeply.

Like the relationship between Olivia and myself, the choices we make will, in part, dictate our relationship with 
God.  We have the power to draw closer in line with His plan for our lives, and we have the power to damage our 
relationship as we step out on our own.  As much as I wish they were, rarely are these moments of defiance by 
accident or ignorance, but instead they are born from a place of pride, fear, or unconcern.  “No, Daddy.  I don’t 
want to,” becomes our unspoken anthem for not doing what God asks of us.  

God will speak, “Go to Nineveh” directions into each of our lives, and we will choose either Nineveh or 
“Uhmmm, no.”   One pleases the Father and draws our hearts closer to His.  The other hurts Him deeply.  

For the record, I did not spank Olivia that afternoon, but she did get punished.  Five minutes away from Minnie 
Mouse is powerful medicine for a two year old!  I wonder what God may choose to remove from our lives when 
we choose to say “no” to Him?

Randall University -- Top 50 Bible Colleges 2016
In a recent Christian Universities Online article ranking the 
top 50 Bible instutions in America, Hillsdale FWB College 
came in at number 4.  Based on publically available data in the 
areas of selectivity, personal attention given to students, overall 
student satisfaction, and readily available financial aid, Anna 
Rebekah Orr wrote the following review: Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College and Randall Graduate School, 
soon to be Randall University, is a private, Christian liberal arts institution, located in Moore, Oklahoma. 
Hillsdale is affiliated with the Free Will Baptists and was established in 1959. Hillsdale’s mission is to 

“prepare students to serve the Lord Jesus Christ, both in the 
church and in society at large,” and the school is “committed to 
the intellectual, spiritual, social, moral, and physical development 
of its students.” Hillsdale offers a variety of degree programs, 
including adult online degree programs. Hillsdale’s student-
faculty ratio is remarkably low at just 6:1 and 53% of applicants 
are admitted. With a 68% retention rate and a 32% graduation 
rate, 97% of full-time beginning undergraduates receive grant or 
scholarship aid.



A Little Church with a Big Heart!
Ken Winningham visited the tiny community of Lodi to speak with the congregation of the Lodi Free Will  
Baptist Church about Free Will Baptist Family Ministries and give an update on the services and programs offered 
by Family Ministries, more 
specifically the Maggie 
House and Florence 
Crittenden Home. 
Though small in numbers, 
this rural Arkansas 
congregation surprised 
Mr. Winningham, 
presenting him with a 
check for $10,000 to 
use wherever Family 
Ministries needed it. 

Pastor Ron Parker leads 
this small church that has 
a big heart!

If you would like to 
schedule Brother Ken for 
a service in your church, 
you can contact him at: 
kwinn1@suddenlink.net, or 870.930.7768.

Vans Needed
The Maggie House, a Free Will Baptist Family 
Ministries residential care facility, serves up to 33 
abused and neglected children in Charleston, Arkansas. 
The Maggie House is in need of at least three 12 or 
15-passenger vans to transport children.  Each of the 
four cottages at the Maggie House care for eight or nine 
children ranging from 5 to 17 years of age. 

When the cottages have a family outing, this requires 
transportation for ten or eleven individuals counting the 
two house parents. While the Maggie House has three 
vans, all with high mileage, and one 15 passenger van, 
there are frequently times when reliable transportation 
is an issue. This has proven to be especially true during 
the summer months. Between doctor, dentist, and 
counseling appointments as well as special events like 
Church Camps and baseball games, the staff are often 
scrambling to find transportation as the insurance does 
not allow employees to use their personal vehicles to 
transport children. 

If a church, not-for-profit organization, business or 
individual owns a 12 or 15 passenger van or other 
vehicles they would like to consider donating, please 
contact Ken Winningham, Field Representative for 
Family Ministries, at 870-930-7768. 

 The recognition of   
 good in children is 

 one of the greatest   
         gifts we can give to 

 them.

Author Unknown



Arkansas

Free Will Baptists

2105 Harkrider

Conway, AR 72032

(501) 329-8193

Non-Profit Organization

U.S. Postage PAID

Conway, AR 72032

Permit No. 155

Publication Data
The Vision is published 10 times yearly by the Arkansas State Association of Free Will 
Baptists, Inc. Executive Director, David Taylor, is the editor. Subscription rates are $4.00 per 
subscription per year. The editors email is david@arfwb.org.

The editor reserves the right to accept or reject any articles submitted for publication. All 
printed articles represent the views of the authors and do not reflect the policy or position 
of Arkansas Free Will Baptists. 

WANTED
Church Articles, Events, Stories

Articles of church news and events, with pictures, are 
welcomed by the Vision editor.  We want to share what’s 
happening among Free Will Baptists in Arkansas.

Submit by the 5th of the month your story for 
consideration in the next month’s Vision.  Articles and 
photos may be submitted by email to:

david@arfwb.org

Pillars VI Conference

Depravity & Deception
Romans 1

The 6th annual PILLIARS Conference will be held at Camp 
Beaverfork on August 5th & 6th. The theme will center around 
how man’s depravity has deceived our culture and effected the 
church and efforts toward evangelism. 

Come and be with us beginning at Friday evening at 8:00 p.m. 
and Saturday morning till noon. 

If you would like to lodge at Camp Beaverfork, please contact 
the state office so we can let Bro. Brian know. 

Also, Friday evening there will be pizza served after the service 
and Saturday morning a contentntial breakfast will be served. 

Please make plans to join us for this informative and 
challenging meeting. 


